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A  Letter  to  J.  W»  E% 


S  I  R, 

Received  your  favour  of  the  iith  inft.  in  whicls. 

you  requeft,  that  £  give  you  a  narrative  of  the  prin- 
cipal matters  of  a  public  and  interefting  naturc,which. 
were  the  fubjeds  of  the  debates  and  refolves  of  the 
general  afiernbly  of  this  colony,  during  their  laft  fefll* 
ons,  with  my  own  obfervations  and  remarks  therein*' 
My  obligations  to  you,  to  the  freemen  of  the  towa 
I  have  f©  many  years  had  the  honor  to  reprefent,  an£ 
love  for  my  country,  all  concur  to  induce  me  to  & 
chearful  compliance  with  your  requeft  %  and  if  any 
information  I  can  give,  will  affsrd  you  fatisfa&ion,  or 
may  in  any  meafure  be  rendered  fubfervienc  to  tha 
public  good,  the  reflection  of  having  ferv'd  my  coun- 
cry,  and  oblig'd  my  friend,  will  be  a  fuflicient  com* 
penfation  for  the  pains  J  have  taken,  to^omply  witfit 
your  requeft  ;  and  how  much  foever  I  may  have  err*4 
in  matters  of  judgment  and  opinion,  in  my  ebferva* 
'tions  and  remarks  *9  the  fads  from  which  they  are 
dedue'd,  are  founded  in  truth.  What  I  have  under* 
taken  to  narrate,  are  fueh  things  as  you,  and  every 
freeman  of  this  corporation  may,  and  ought  toinowv 
and  therefore  mail  leave  you  at  liberty  to  make  Fuck 
improvement  of  them  as  you  may  think  proper. 

Indeed,  as  every  afiembly  on  this  continent,  regu- 
larly publifli  a  journal  <»f  all  their  debates  and  refolve$ 
it  has  long  been  a  matter  of  furprize  tq  me,  that  ou* 

A  2  zj&itoblf 


aflembly  have  never  adopted,  or  tnat  the  freemen  e>f 
this  colony  have  never  requefted  a  compliance  with 
thatcuftom,  by  which  every  one  might  be  able  to 
Judge  for  the+nfelves,  of  the  rectitude  of  the  meaiureg 
purfu'd  by  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  pub- 
lic affair^,  are  committed.  Certain  I  am,  as  all  our 
rulers  are  elected  by  the  freemen,  or  by  their  repre- 
sentatives conven'd  in  general  affeinbly  t  a  journal  of 
their  debates  and  refolves,  published  bv  authority, 
.jrouldfee  a  better  directory  to  the  freemen,  in  the 
choice  of  civi  Irulers,  than  any  knowledge  they  can 
Obtain  by  information,  as  commonly  thofe  perfona 
Who  aretrjott  officous,to  dhect  and  enlighten  the  free- 
men on  fueh  occafions,  are  moft  a&uated  by  party 
ipirit,  or  finifter  views. 

What  I  now  fend  you,  as  they  are  only  extrafK 
fr©m  my  own  private  journal,  I  foall  avoid  as  much 
aspoffible,  inferring  the  names  of  thofe  members, 
^ho  either  favoured  or  pppofed  any  meafures  or  mo- 
tions made  in  the  houfe,  with  a  view  to  raife  the  re- 
putation of  fome,  or  to  deprefs  that  of  others:  that 
Is  neither  my "  buljneft  or  de%R.  For  them  things 
jrou  mufl  w£t,  until  the  afernbjy  fhall  think  proper 
to  fubmit  their  debates  and  refolves,  to  the  examina- 
tion and  cenfureof  the  public. 

Thj  £rft  thing  worthy  of  your  notice  was  the 
debates  oftht  houft  relative  to  the  election  of  deputy- 
governor.      '    r 

T>he  reprefentajives  being  conven'd  is  tfee  aflfembly. 
chamber,  the  houfe  was  formed  according  tocuftom, 
by  choofing'a  fpeaker  and  clerk,  when  the  certificates 
of  the  due  election  of  the  members  v-Vre  read,  and 
the  oath  prefenbed  by  law  adminiftered,  they  waited 
to  the  feon,  the  governor  &nd  cburicil^attended  bythe 

guards. 


'■■*■•*'>•■: 

guards,  to  hear  divine  fervice,  which,  when  perform- 
ed, they  returned  to  their  refpeclivc  chambers,  and 
made  choice  of  a  committee  of  both  houfes,  to  re- 
ceive* fort,  and  count  the  votes  of  the  freemen, 
which,  when  performed,  to  make  declaration  of  fuch. 
as  were  duly  elected.  Accordingly,  the  fame  even- 
ing, proclamation  being  ?nade}the  committee  declar'd 
the  hon.  William  iRitkin,  Efq;  to  fee  duly  elefted  go- 
vernor for  the  year  enfuing  •,  the  number  of  votes 
given  in  by  the  freemen,  being  -  -  -  4654. 
For  the  hon.  Thorrias  Fitch,Efq-,  -  -  -  2636. 
The  whole  number  of  feattering  votes  being  only    1 1 7 

which  snakes  the  whole  number  of  voters,         7A-°7 

The  votes  of  the  freemen  for  the  hon.  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Efq^  to  be  deputy-governor,  a- 
mounted  to  no  more  than         -         -     -         2752, 

For  the  hon.  Thomas  Fitch,  Efq;     -     -     •     1324. 

For  the  hon.  He?.  Huntington  Efq-,     -     -         846. 

f  he  whole  number  of  feattering  votes  for  ~) 

deputy-governor,  exclufive  of  thofe  giv-   »'  R 

«n  in  for  the  hon.  William  Pitkin,  Efq-,    f  l 

chofen  gov.  which  were  not  counted        J 

Thole  votes  given  in  for  the  hon.  William*) 
Pitkin,  to   be   deputy-governor,   which  | 
were  not  counted  provided  as  many  free-  )►     1467. 
men  votes!  for  deputy-governor  as  voted  } 
for  governor,  mull    be,  *  j 

Which  makes  the  whole  r  umber  of  voters,        7407. 
Whereupon  the    committee  did  not  think  proper 

tp  declare  thit  honorable   Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq; 

duely  chofen  j  but    referred   that   matter  for  further 

confideration,  after  which  the    honorable   afftftants, 

feeretary  and  treafurj  lait  chofen,  were  again  declar- 
ed 


(  '6  ) 
cdi  ^uelycle&ed,  and:proelamatiofi  made  according- 
ly i  *  when  the  -honorable  William  Pitkin,  Efq-,  wa$ 
fworn  to  a  faithful  difcharge  of  his  truft,  and  alfo 
took  the  oath  by  a£r.  of  parliament  enjoyn'd,  and  at 
the  fame  t| me  the  aflillans,  fccretary  and  treafurer 
were fwern  according  to  law,  and  then  both  houfes 
ofafTembly  by  order  xAhis  honor  the  governor,  were  $ 
adjourn'd  to  9  o'Clp^i  the  next  morning.  -  ■  ; 

The  houfes  bein*  met  according,  to  adjournment9 
his  honor  the  governor,  recommended  to, £he  com- 
mittee of  both  houfes-,  appointed  to  fort  ind  count 
the^  votes  of  the  freemen,  to  proceed  to  finifh  the  bu~ 

-jQnefs  to  whk-h  they  were  appointed. 

' ' ■''*"  The  fptaker  and    home  of    feprefe'ntatives    then 
return'dto  the  aflembly   chamber,    and   the  fpeakcr 
refum'd  the  chair—who  deelar'd  r»  the  houfc  he  had 

1    receiv'da  meffage  from  his  honor  the    governor,  re- 

.^qucftmg  the  committee  to  give  their  attendance  in 
the  council  chamber,  to  ftmm  the  buf*nefs  of  elefli- 
en,  and  the  committee  withdrew  accordingly. 

Xhe  committee  being  withdrawn,  and  joyn'd  by 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  upper  houfe ,  the 
houfc  taking  into  Gonfideration  the  importance  of the'~ 
refolut\pn  of  the  queftion  lying  before  the"  commit- 
tee, a  motion  was  made,  and  two  -members  accord-  * 
ingly  feat  by  order  of  the  houfe,  to  acquaint  them, 
that  it  was  not  the  expectation  ot    the  houfe,    thef 

v  tkould  undertake  to  determine  that  important  quefti- 
on, but  to  reebft  the  facts. 

Whereupon  rfoe  committee  after  receiving  the  mef- 
fage, return'd  to  tke  houfe,  and  reported  as  before- 
mentioned. 

The  houfe  then  entered  upon  the  determination  of 
that  question,  VIZ.   Whether   governor  or  deputy- 
governor, 


..-  ...  (  I  ) 

govefnoiynot  having  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  voters,  is  duely  ele&ed  according  to  charter, 
Thcdifpute  being  lengthened  out  with  much  calm- 
ncf9  and  ddiber^iofi,  the  whole  day,  the  houfc  was 
then. adjournal  untjl  faturday  morning  8  o'clock. 

Being  mxt  according  to  adjournment,  the  houfea* 

gain  entreduton  the  arguments  which  being  ended 

tke  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  houfe  would  pro* 

'  ceed  to  ths  dc&ion  x>f  deputy -governor,   which    was 

rcfolv'd  in  the  affirmative. 

Previous  to  the  houfe  proceeding  to  the  election^. 
it  was  urg'dby  a  member,  that  the  right  of  electing 
was  by  charter  vefted  in  the  aftembly,  acting  as  on® 
corporate  body,  and  therefore  the  votes  of  the  affiftants 
and  reprefentatives  ought  to  be  promifcuoufly  count- 
ed, that  if  either  houfe  had  a  right  to  negative,  it  was 
not  the  free  election  of  the  afTembly,  acting  as  one  cor- 
porate body,  and  in  fupport  -of  his  opinion  and  con- 
struction of  the  charter,  urg'd  the  practice  of  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  MaJfachu/ett-s-Bay,  and  Rhode- TJiand, 
Tfrhofe  charters  in  that  cafe  is  firmlar  to.  the  charter 
of  this  colony—which  opinion  not  being  fupported 
by  any  of  the  members,  the  h'«i'fe  proceeded  to  pre- 
pare and  deliver  the  votes  on  the  table*  which  being.* 
counted  by  the  fpeaker  and  clerk,  the  fpeaker  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  >«    .% 

The  hon.*  Jonathan  Trumbull  Efq-,  had     74  votes, - 
The  hon.  Thomas  Fitch,  E%  53 

The  hon.  Jabcz  Hamlin,  1 

Whereupon  the  hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq:  was 
by  the  fpeaker  declared  duely  elected,  and  a  bill  pre- , 
pared  by  the  clerk  and  fent  to  the  honorable  upper 
houfc  for  .their  concurrence. 
'  ^t p5  *ke  foregoing  proceeding*  of  the  affembly 


in  mak'mjrehokeofadeputy-govcrnorjbcgkavejun: 
to  remark  that  there  has  been  but  few  inflances, where- 
in the  governor  &c  deputy  governor,have  not  had  the 
majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  freemm,  but  whenever 
that  happens  I  truft  the  rttore  judicious  pare  of  the 
freemen,  would  think  it  a  very  great  ftrcteh  df  po#- 
fcr  exercifed  by  theaf&mbly,  to  declare  any  one  due- 
ly  elected,  who  (hould  appear,  not  to  have  nlore  than 
a  third  part  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen  •,  it  is  evident 
by  charter  the  freemen  have  the  right  of  elecTion* 
or  that  their  reprefentatives  may  elect  for  them,  this 
they  always  do  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  governor, 
and  as  this  right  is  lodg'd  with  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  freemen,  whenever  the  votes  of  the  freemen  do 
not  make  a  majority,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  clear  the 
reprefentatives  have  the  right  of  e!ecYin^,if  it  fhould 
once  be  rlx'd  and  fettled  as  a  rule,  that  the  perform 
who  has  the  greateft  number  of  votes,  is  duely  elecV 
fed,  it  would  be  no  great  difficulty  upon  any  popular 
fcom motion  for  a  few  defigning  men,  fo  to  divide  the 
honeft  unguarded  freemen,  as  that  one  third,  or  one 
quater  part  of  the  freemen,  would  be  the  greattft 
number,  and  by  this  rujft  *bz  freemen  of  thru  colony: 
ke  fubjectcd  (p  be  ru-l'd  and  govern'd  by  zfa&ieti—- 
knd  therefore  hope  you  wdl'be  fully  convinced  that 
two  days  was  weH  fpent  in  eftablifeing  this  rule  or 
precedent  i  but  give  me  kaVe  to  fay,  that  the  practice 
©four  affembly  in  electing  any  of£cer  of  the  govern- 
ment by  bili,in  either  houfc,  which  the  other  may  ne- 
gative, is  incohfrfteric  wfih  the  v£ry  notion  of  afru 
clcltion  of  the  affembly,  acting  as  a  corporate  boA?  \ 
and  is  neither  agreakle  to  the  fpiric  and  meaning  of 
bur  charter,  nor  to  the  practice  of  our  fitter  co'fcnies, 
witofc  charters  arc  fimilar  to  otf&s  ia  the-  article  of  c- 

Jec>:iGn;n' 


icccion.  *  In  the  province  of   the  Maffachufe ti 's-Bay* 
where  the  freemen  or  their  reprefentatives   in  general 
afifembly  have  by  charter  the  right   of  dealing  none 
bin  the  councilors.     The- votes  of  the  couneellors,znd 
the  votes   of  the  reprefentatives,  are  promifcuoufly 
counted  in  the  choice  of  counsellors.     And  in  the  co* 
lony  of  Rhode- -I/land,  for  the  purpofe  of  election,  both 
houfes  refolve  them'fefves  into  one   carf  orate   jsdy   or 
hoxfe,.  and  the  elections   are  unitedly  made,  by    the 
afferhhly,  acting  as  one  corporate  body  er  ejjembly.  But 
in  this  colony  (  where  we    have    always   underftood 
tfte  powers  and  priviledgesof  the  freemen  and    their 
reprefent  stives  by  charter  are  at  leafc  equal  to   either 
of  the  other  charter  colonies^)  while   the    ho o.  board 
of  afflftants  retain  the  power  Of  negativing  any  officer 
eleolsd  By  theaffemhly,  the  privilege  of  the  repre- 
fentStives  in  electing  is  resklc'd  to  a  meer  ncminal pr\~ 
viledgc,  vis.  they  have  the  privilege  to  elect  any  offi- 
cer to  be  elected  by  the  affernbly,  provided  the  gover- 
nor (or  if  abfent,  or  remov'd  by  death)  the  deputy- 
governor,  and  the  major  part  of  the  afTiftants  prefenr, 
lhall  think  proper  to  indulge  them  with    that    privi- 

B  ledge. 

*  The  aece'ifti  fcfpe&ing  the  mode  of  e>&ion  of  counsellors  ia 
the  province  of  the  Majfjchufetts-Bay,  I  received  from  the  raouth 
of  two  efthc  frrfl  councillors  of  that  province,  when  !af!  in  Bofton. 
Tac  account  [romRforfe  Ijland,  I  recelbl  from  z  gcntlrm  n  of  ths 
f*r(i  charade  r  in  Ntmpcrl,  by  his  letter  dated  22d  July,  1769.  m 
the  following  words  :  "  Judges  of  courts,  j. -ft ices,  inerift,  c  erks 
of  courts,  all  military  officers  ia  comreuaoQ,  are  appointed  by  both 
feoofes  joined  together  In  wh;ch  fhe  governor  prefixes  ;  the  gover- 
nor, deputy  governor  and  council,  hare  but  ttogte  votes  ;  they  »c> 
fes  a  joint  commute,  but  o«t  as  two  branches  »i  leg  fLr uie,  wiihr-s? 
aoy  negative  upon  one  another.'*— ; — The  charters  of  t&efc  thr  e 
colonics  src'uow  befare  rre  ;  a%d  fo  far  as  I  am  a  judge  of  words, 
in  tke  artie'e  of  eltclion  by  the  aiTcmb  y,  in  e:ch  coion^-,  the  y<ord$ 
itefioular,  and  the  mfea&ng  ifec  nkhfc. 


(     io     )  "  * 

je(jfte £x.  Gr."  upon  the  death  of  the  gover- 
nor before  the  day  of  ele&'io..i  pcefix'd  by  charter, 
the  affembly  have  a  right  toeleft  a  governor,  to  fup- 
elv  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  the  former  go- 
vernor But  by  this  method  of  election,  adopted  by 
eur  affembly,  if  the  whole  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
sive  their  votes  for  one  fingle  perfon,  it  is  in  the 
lower  of  the  deputy-governor,  with  the  concurrence 
of  three  affiftants  ftf  but  fix  are  prefent)  to  negative 
the  united  and  unanimous  vote  of  the  whole  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  freemen  of  this  colony. 

This  method  of  elecYing,  adopted  by  the  general 
affembly  of  this  colony,  has  fush  conveniences  at- 
tending it,  which  I  make  no  doubt  the  hon.  board  oi 
affiftants  are  duely  fenfible  of,  which  will  render  an 
alteration  of  the  mode  of  electing,  very  difficult  to 

be  attain'd.  ,  ,  c    , 

ift  It  ef&ftually  fecures  to  the  members  ©t  that 
honorable  board  every  place  of  honor  and  profit  which 
the  affembly  has  a  right  to  confer,  cid  which  the 
members  of  that  houle  have  adefire  toobtam. 

2d    It  fecures  to  them  the  homage,  influence,  and 
devoted  fervices  of  all  thole  who   may   at  any  time 
happen  to  be  members  of  the  affembly  who  are  court- 
ins*  favours  or  preferments,  u       x   re 
sd    It  puts  a- rod  in  the   hands  of  that  board,  (i 
at  any  time  any  happens  to  be   members  of  it   who 
have  a  d.fpo&tron  to  aft1  arbitrarily)  to  correft   and 
chaftif-  a-ny  members  who  fuftain  any  place  of  public 
trull,  who'maybedifpos'dtofpeak  their  fcntimenu 
with  freedom,  and  aft  conformable  thereto,   frankly 
and  openly,  as  becomes  the  reprefentat.ves  ot  a/«e 
tuple-  and  therefore  foch  a  power  ought  never  to  be 
Wg'd  in  fuch  hands,  in  a  free  (fate.    To  conclude: 


(   II   ) 

It  gives  the  governor  and  council  of  this  colony,   if 
they  tnouid  be  men  of  the  fame  temper  and  difpofj- 

tion  of  gov.  B d,  the  fame  power  given  him   by 

the  «xplanatory  charter  of  the  MaJJachufetts-Bay,  un- 
der pretext  of  which,  he  may  vent  his  own  perfonaj 
pike  againft  any  who  are  not  fo  fertile  as  to  come  in- 
to all  his  meafures,  with  this  difference,  he   can  ne- 
gative only  the  councilors  elected  by    the  affembly, 
but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  negative  a  Gngle  juftiee  of 
kthe  peace,  when  once  appointed  by  advice  of  coun- 
cil, without  tkeir  confent  and  concurrence,  even  for 
maieadminiftration.     But  the  power  of  negativing 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  this  colony,  not  de- 
rived from  charter,  as  a  prerogative  $f  the  crow?!,  but 
gained  by  ujuagt  and  ca  ft  om, extends  to  all  officers  elect- 
ed by  the  affembly— Thus  v*e  have  (een  the  attempts 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen,  to    make  an 
alteration   in   the  fuperior   court,  rendered  abortive. 
Perhaps  you  will  fay, when  the  minds  of  the  freemen, 
cxprefs'd  by  their  reprefentatives, is  fully  known,jto  be 
fix'd  and  determinate,  the  affiftants    will  not   prove 
inflexible — But  let  me  remind  you,  when  the    houfe 
af  reprefentatives  refus'd  to* permit  a  deputy-gover- 
nor to  be  declared  duly  elected,  for  this  very  obvious 
*eafon,  becaufe  he  had  not   the    major    vote   of  the 
reemep.     The  hon.  board  refus'd  to  make  an  election 
tnd  the  whole  charter  privileges  of  this,  colony  wa^ 
ufpended  upon  thefingle  thread  of  life,  of  an   aged 
>ut  very   worthy  governor,   from    the  feffions  of  the 
ffembly  in  May,  to  their  feflions  in  Oclober,    call    it 
^eadinefs,  or  inflexibility,  or  whatever  elfe  you  pleafe. 
^  The  nex*  thing  worthy  of  your  notice  relates  to  the 
ills  of  abatements  on  the  colonies  taxes   fent   in  by 
ie  feveral  collectors  in  this  colony. 

B  2  It 


e  '         \%        ) 

It  appears  the  affembly  at  their  feffions   in  May 
n68,  pafs'd  an  ad,  enabling   the  evil  authority  tq 
1  ant  bills  of  abatements  on  the  lifts  ot  perfons,  whq 
fhev  iudo'd  might  truly  and  juftly  take  thtpocrmms- 
5  as  If  is  Sid  •,  by  this  kw  I   uuderftood  by  the 
auditors  account  of  thofe  matters,  very  confide  able 
abatements  had  been  made  m  feveral  towns  t*    aw 
although  made  for  the  direction  ot  the  evil  author  y 
in  thofe  matters  it  fctms  has  never  been  pruned,  with 
he  other  public   a&5  of  the  afiembly  wh.ch  I  thin*  i 
bJLht  to  have  been  don,  more  elpeoally  as  it  appears 
to  be  in  direct  oppofkion  to  or  rather  fupaceedsa- 
r-otherlaw    in  Fol.  32?,   which  obliges  the   feve.al 
towns  in  this  colony  to  pay  the  taxes  of  fuch   poor 
as   ftallbe   admitted  k.  take  the  oath  m  that  cafe 
j^ade  and  provided  •,  for  my  own  part  I  never  heard 
Ix  knew  of  fuch  alaw,  until  I  read  it  in   the  records 
?n  the  affembly-chambe,  at  Hartford.     HjftW 
one  applied  to  me  for  abatement  of  taxes,   by  virtii^ 
ot   hat  kw,  1  fhouid  have  oeniedthm  the  advantage 
of  it.     I  think  every  law  made  for  the  dire^n  of 
the  various  officers  of  the  government,   ought  to  be 
inferted  in  the  printed  ce>.,or  Wy  ot  \av«; 

The  auditors  of  the  public  accounts,  inrorm  d  the 
hcuie,  that  very  large  abatements  had  beer,  made  m 
iome  towns,  sad  le.-uia  for  allowance,  wh '^ e««u 
ed  others,  in  proportion  to  the  lilts  of  the  fever* 
tlwpsl  defirir.g  the  advice  of  the  affembty  how  to 
conduft  for  the  future,  relative  to  Jaid  matter. 

This  representation  greatly  excited  the  attention 
of  the  houCe,  and  was  the  fubjeft  of  feveral  fob >  - 
queue  .debates;  whereupon  the  houfe  dire%d  he 
auditors  to  lay  before  them  the  fum  total  of  a  1  he 
abatements  fern  in  by  the  feveral  collect,  fince  the 
•'.  r.         '     .     ■  .  >  -•     •  yc&a. 
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y^ar  1755,  which  was  accordingly  done;  and  as  they 

appeared  to  me  to  be  very  extraordinary,  I  caiefully 
copied  them  from  the  account  the  auditors  produced 
before  the  aSembly  ^  and  in  order  to  compare  the 
laid  abatements  with  the  lifts  of  the  ieveral  towns,  I 
alfo  carefully  copied  from  the  public  records,the  lifts 
of  each  town  in  this  colony,  as  they  were  lent  in  to 
the  aflcmbly  in  O&cberlaft,  exdufive  of  the  additi- 
ons, in  which  I  carefully  endeavoured  to  avoid  any 
miftakes,  and  believe  there  is  none  •,  but  you  will  ob- 
serve, ikat  I  have  omitted  the  milling*  and  pence 
in  the  lifts,  inferting  only  the  entire  pounds.  You 
mull  'likcwife  »*#,  the  liils  of  the  twons  oilVindjor  and 
Eaft-W't-ndfor  are  included  in  one  •,  alfo,  the  towns  of 
Midietown  and  Chatb&m,  and  the  towns  of  Fairfield 
and  Reading,  as  th«y  were  made  diftincx  towns,  fiace 
the  computation  of  the  abatements  firft  took  place  ; 
a  copy  whereof  I  herewith  fend  you,  and  have  annex- 
ed the  abatements  in  each  town  ♦,  by  which  it  evident- 
ly appears,  that  there  is  a  very  great  disproportion  in 
the  abatements  of  the  feverai  towns,  eompared  with 
their  refpedtive  lifts :  and  whether  that  can  be  re- 
conciled v/ith  equity,  and  the  rul$s  of  the  law,  fhalt 
aot  pretend  to  fay/but  leave  you  to  determine. 
The  lifts  and  abatements  are  as  follows,  viz. 


Towns  a 

Lifts. 

4 

Abai 

fcements. 

gra-afordj 

22606 

46 

0 

0 

' 

'3241 

168 

18 

8  1  far , 

lit 

06931 

12 

*I3 

10  ^far? 

papbuvy, 

25003 

66 

10  i/*r. 

Durh.-oa, 

11092 

31' 

16 

io  1  far. 

perl  /," 

'704* 

88 

8 

Faraiipgf(|D, 

58504 

577 

6 

8  ha  pen. 

Gllhiofdy 

33940 

2?9 

3 

4  ka.psn. 

Sim&arVj 

37773 

J  44 

1 9  1     6  ba  pen. 

OvuiSOj 

1065S 

33  | 

*  ■* '  *  '  ■ 

i  *»       j    • 

:  * 

Milford 

(      1 
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Towns.             Lifts.                 Abatements 

Miiford, 

28559 

85 

8        0 

Had  dam, 

15052 

82 

16 

9  Zf*r- 

N. Fairfield, 

12016 

10 

4 

6  ha. pen f 

Kiilingwarth 

18633 

52 

11 

8 

Newtown,       • 

20197 

75 

12 

10  ha  pen. 

Woodbury, 

50553 

2  44 

16 

6 

Sreenwich, 

22137 

284 

11 

0  $  far. 

Say brook. 

25^22 

J  52 

4 

7  ha. pin* 

Iutch  field, 

29147 

217 

9 

S 

"Wateibqry, 

32291 

291 

8 

6 

Stanford, 

31448 

toy 

5 

0 

New  Miiford 

237*17 

JI7 

16 

8  ha  pen. 

Norwalk, 

39977 

290 

3 

2  &t  ^?«. 

Wcathersfrd, 

3M93 

299 

'4 

7 

Fairfield, 

61679 

3°7 

9 

2  ha  pen. 

Middletowa, 

60937               527 

1 

10  1  /ar.  ^ 

New  Harca, 

62306       1       994 

4 

7  3  /^r- 

Hartford, 

42628       j       542 

9 

1 

fCcot, 

155-29               139 

M 

7  <ta  pm. 

Suffield 

18904 

83 

18 

6 

Harwioton, 

06725 

III 

2 

1 

N.  Hartford, 

06992 

60 

8 

10  ha. pen* 

Ri'dgefield, 

16923                 59 

16 

2 

Stratford, 

47996 

4$4 

7 

Blfar. 

Salifbury, 

14706 

254 

2 

S  ha. pen. 

Sharon, 

15615 

219 

11 

2  ha  pen. 

Torrington, 

05431 

60 

3 

2  £<3  /»£«. 

"Wind  for, 

48371 

458 

4 

0 

Wallingfbrd 

497?3 

3°9 

3 

6 

Coventry,            j        21574 

204 

4 

8 

Volantown,                 22614 

180 

4 

5  ha  pen. 

Willir.gton, 

6972 

46 

12 

11 

Pomphret, 

24927 

207 

13 

7  ha  pen. 

Uti&dd, 

12300 

98 

13 

1 1  ha.  pen* 

Afford, 

I557I 

31* 

i| 

5  3A*r- 

Lebanon, 

4©949 

449 

12 

10 

Grot  on, 

25248 

284 

16 

I 

Canterbury, 

19239 

364  1     1 

10 

Somcrs, 

8454 

67 

5 

4  &t  /><?*. 

fyme, 

26941 

588 

I© 

4  iy«r. 

jBclicm 
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Towns.*           Lifts. 

Aba 

.tements; 

BcJtoo, 

9771       ' 

1        78 

7 

il  i/<*r. 

Tolland, 

13080 

60 

a 

2  ta  pert* 

Glaflenlary, 

16017 

263 

16 

3 

Mansfield, 

20167 

248 

7 

1 1  ha.pen. 

Colchefter, 

^2482 

171 

9 

6  hapen. 

Stafford, 

9*93 

265 

17 

j  ha  pen. 

Eaft  Haddafn; 

25923 

201 

3 

lha.fert. 

Woodftock, 

20000 

250 

6 

0 

Hebron,            ^ 

21071 

260 

17 

6 

Windham, 

30652 

178 

18 

10  h&,peh. 

Prefton, 

23328 

189 

17 

10  £4  ^iff. 

Stoniogtoff, 

38058 

384 

16 

3  I/*r- 

Plainfield, 

12.700 

316 

0 

3  ^0  /<?»„ 

Norwich, 

64423 

500 

12 

2  ha.pen. 

Killingly, 

21359 

S37 

0 

*3/ar. 

New  Loadou, 

36959 

1098 

6 

0 

Total, 
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The  next  thing  worthy  of  your  noticed  attention& 
which  in  ray  opinion,  demands  the  notice  and  atten- 
tion of  every  freeman  of  this  colony,  was,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  hon*  EUphakt  Dyer,  &c.  in  behalf  of  the 
Sufqueh&nnab  company,  praying  th^t  the  aflembly  would 
make  a  deed  of  Lea/e  and  Releafe,  to  the  faid  compa- 
ny, of  a  large  tracl:  of  land,  lying  on  the  branches  of 
the  Sufquehannmh  river,  beginning  ten  miles  eajft  of 
the  eaftermoft  branch  of  faid  river,  extending  north 
and  fouth  feventy  miles,  and  in  longitude  eaft  and 
weft  one  hundred  and  forty  miles. 
,  The  honorable  E.  Dyer  appearing  a$  their  agent 
before  the  aflembly,  fpoke  largely  upon  the  fubjecl^ 
fhewing  the  great  advantage  tke  making  fuch  a  gran^ 
to  the  cempany,  would  be  to  this  colony,  as  the  Set- 
tlement of  thofe  lands  on  theSuJquebannab  river9 would 
raife  the  value  of  thofe  lands  lying  ftil  farther  weft- 
ward 


t  iS  )  i  .  ....  >'i 
^ard,  which  lands  he  conceits,  are  the  properties  of 
this  colony,and  included  within  our  charter.  The  fale 
of  which  he  faid,  would  raife  immenfe  funis  of  mo- 
ney, and  prove  a  Fund  of  wealth  to  this  colony,  fuf- 
fieient  to  iupport  all  the  future  charges  and  expences 
of  government,  but  what!  thought  feem'd  to  lye  He  ark 
ifi  bis  heart  w&s,  he  faid  it  would  be  the  means  of 
fpreading  the  gofpet  among  the  heathen  natives  of 
this  land,  who  fit  in  darknefs  and  in  the  regions  of  the  j 

jhadoto  vf  death  (.L 

Both  houfes  havirig  helrd  him  largely  upon  the 
fubjeft,  his  honor  the  governor  delivered  the  memo- 
rial to  the  fpeaker  who  with  the  members,  returnd  to 
the  aifembly-chambe^when  thehoufs  by  onfer  of  the 
fpeaker  was  adjourn'd  to  2  o'clock  afternoon. 

And  bein*  again  met,  the  memorial  came  Under 
the  confiderationof  the  houfe,  when  the  queftionwas 
put  whether  in  the  determination  of  that  memorial, 
theVeveral  members  who  were  proprietors,  ought 
not  to  withdraw.  .    ? 

Refotv'd  in  the  affirmative.  Tnert  the.  queftidri 
**as  pu|  whether  thoTe  members  who  fto-ad  in  fo  near 
a  relation  to  the  proprietors,  as  would  prevent  their 
judging  iri  a  cafe  at  law,  fhould  likewifc  witharaw  : 
in  the  determination  6i  that  memorial,  Reio  Vd  in 
the  negative.  Then  the  qtteftfori  was  put,  whether 
thehonfe  would  do  any  thing  on  that  memorial,  Re~ 
folv'd  in  the  negative,  49  members  beingw  tne  ne^ 
fedrtve*  and  46  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

When  the  clerk  had  made  the  proper-  entries  on  the 
memorial  it  *4l  iranimuted  to  the  honorable  board 

I  readily  own,  I  was   not  a  little  furprlz  d  to  find 

on  enquiry,  that  this  memorial  was  segativ  d   but  by 

three  voices  in  the  houfe  of  rcprefentatives,  but  ft  ill 

leok'd  upon  the  affair  ftfej  when  I  reflected  upon  the 

,  r  Rentes 


--/on'ted  ileadinefs,  wifdom&nd  prudence  of  the  hono- 
rable board,  but  my  amrferywas  not  a  little  encreaf- 
cd/whon  I  was  told,  thehon.  boards  at  the  adjourn'd 
arTembly  held  in  January  d'aft  had  linaninioufly  grant- 
ed^ the- fame  memorial,  or  one  of  the  fame  purport :  as 
I  had  never  heard  till  tfcn$,  fueh  a  memorial  had 
been  prefer d  -to  the  preceeding  afiem'bly,  I  requeued 
a-perulal  of  the  files  of  'that  lefilon,  and,  on  laid  me- 
morial I  found  the  following:  entries  made,  viz.  Ge- 
neral-aflernW*/  Jan.  1769.  In  the  lower  houfe  the'quel- 
tion  was  put,  whether  they  would  do  any  thing  on 
this  memorial  -,    Refolv'd  in  the  negative.    . 

TeR  W"\  Williams,.  Clerk.  . 
j  In  the  up^er*  houfe  on  'the  queftioa  whether  this  aT- 
fernbly-wil!  transfer  unto  the  memorialifts  all  the  co- 
lony's fighc  to  the  lands  mentioned,  and  a  proper  in- 
ft-rumept  for  that  purpofe  be  made  refolv'd  in  the 
a'ffirvn? tivej  .     j    TeTtG.  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

;  In  the  u"pper-houfe,M.Gnfwould  and  R.  Sherman* 
Efqrs.  are  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  fuck 
genelemea  as- the  lower  houfe  mall  appoint  on  the 
different  votes  of  the  houfes  on  this  memorial,.  ., 

Tell  G.   \Vyllys,  Secretary. 
f  ;In  Dhelov/er-houfe?  Mr.  Silliman,  Col.  Chefter,  & 
Mr.  Chandler,  are  a  committee  for  the  conference  a- 
bove.  Te("l,  ,  Wm.    Williams,  Clerk. 

As  we  have  ho  journal  of  the  houfe  publifhed, 
cjbubclefs  you  and  many  others,  as  well  as  myfelf,had 
not  heard  any  fuch  memorial  had  been  heard  at  that 
feiHons,  at  whfch  we  were  told  no  new  bufinefs  was 
to  be  tranfacTed,  but. to  finifh  up  the  private  bufinefs 
ot  the  afferably?'  which  lay  .  behind,  and  to  receive 
the  final  report  of  the  auditors  refpe&ing  the  treafu- 
ry.  Howwer,'  notwithftanding  the  failure  of  this. 
memorial  at  ?hi3_tim$,-  the  H<m.  Col.  Et  Dyar  bad  thq: 

C  add  re  fs 
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addrefs  to  prevail  with  the  houfe,  to  admit  a  fecond, 
and  to  have  it  continued  to  the  fefiions  in  May  laft. 

26th  May,  P.  M.  The  Memorial  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  compan  y>  this  day  was  returned  to  the  lower 
houfe,  with  the  following  entries  made  thereon. 

General  AJfembly,  May,   1   69.  In  the  lower  houfe 
the  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  houfe  would   ac~fc 
any  thing  dft  this  memorial  ?  Refolv'd  in  the  negative 
Teft,  m  William.  Clerk. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  queftion  was  put,  whether 
this  houfe  will  aft  any  thing  on  this  memorial.  Re- 
folv'd in  the  affirmative. 

Ted,  6,  F/yllys,  Sec'ry. 

•  In  the  upper  houfe,  on  the  petition,  &c,  agents 
for  the  Sufquehannah  company,  R>  Sherman,  and  R, 
Walker,  Efq'rs  are  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
with  fueh  gentlemen  as  the  lower  houfe  may  appoint 
on  the  different  votes  of  the  houfes  on  faid  petition* 
Teft,  G.   Wyllys,  See'ry. 

Which  entries  being  read,-  a  committee  was  join'cl 
accordingly  by  the  houfe, and  the  following  entries 
made. 

In  the  lower  houfe*  Mr.  Wetmdre,Mr.  Silliman  tCo\. 
Brainard,  and  Mr.  Chandler,  are  appointed  a  commit- 
tee for  the  conference  sbovefaid. 

Teft,  W.   Williams,  Clerk. 

During  the  time  the  committee  had  this  petitiori 
tinder  confederation,  a  member*  in  op  po  fit  ion  to  the 
granting  the  fame,  propoftd  to  fome  other  members, 
in  the  oppofuion,-  whether  it  might  not  be  a  prudent 
ftep  (that  as  there  was  great  danger  leaft  the  fame 
might  be  granted,  as  there  was  unwearied  pains  ta* 
ken  with  the  members  in  the  oppofiuon,  and  as  it 
kad  been  twice  granted  at  the  hon  board)  to  have  a 
protsft  ready  drawn,  in  order  to  be  fign'd  and  enterM 

m 
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in  the  journal  of  thehoufe,  that  in  t&fe  the  petition 
fhould  be  granted,  they  might  exculpate  thcmfelves 
to  their  conftituents,  which  meafure  being  approv'd 
of  by  fundry  members  m  the  ©ppofition,  one  was 
drawn  up  accordingly,which,as  it  contains  theprincv* 
pal  objections  againft  the  granting  the  petition,  I  now 
fubjoin  a  copy  of  it.  Omitting  the  introduction,— 
"And  for  realons  of  our  thus  publicly  pro- 
tecting, da  afTjgn, 

pit,  It  appears  by  the  royal  grant  or  charter,  that 
upon  the  petition  of  John  Wintbrop*  kfcp  ai\d  other?, 
of  his  Majefty's  loving  fubje&s,  principally  inter«fted 
in  the  colony  of  Cenne dicut ,  reprefcntiag  that  the 
fame,  or  the  grcateft  fart  thereof,  was  purchafed  for 
valuable confiderations,  and.fome  other  parts  gained 
by  conqueft.  Whereupon  his  Majefty  was  gracioufly 
plcafed  to  grant  unto  the  governor  and  company  of 
this  colony,  all  the  lands  mentioned  within  the  limits 
of  our  charter-*— and  as  the  petitioners  at  the  time  of 
obtaining  our  charter,  had  neither  furcbafed  er  ecn- 
qutrtd  any  lands  beyond  our  prefent  limits,  the  char- 
ter cannot  be  conftrued  to  extend  beyond  the  pur- 
chafes  or  conqueft  made,  as  they  were  the  very  con- 
fiderations on  which  the  grant  was  o^ui-ncd. 

2dly.  Our  charter  giving  and  grafting  to  the  go- 
vernor and  company  pf  this  caloay,  all  the  lands  cir- 
cumscribed therein,  ii  in  the  words  following,  viz. 
Bounded  oa  the  ead  by  Narraganfet  river,  com- 
monly called  Narraganfet  Bay, where  the  river  fall- 
*'  eth  iftto  the  fea,  and  on  the  north  by  the  line  of 
the  Majfacbufctts  plantation,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
the  fea,  and  in  longitude  as  the  line  of  the  Maffa- 
cbufetts  colony,  running  from  eaft  to  weft,  that  is  to 
f:c  /ay,  rrom  the  Narragonfet-Bay  on  the  eaft,to  the  fea 
J  on  the  weft  part,  with  the  ifiands  thereto  adjoiri- 

€  2       .  ,    ^iag.v 
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*6  ing."  !  The  limits  of  which  grant" mult,  pe  uacjeh- 
flood  to  mean,  either  to  run  a  ftraight  -line,  from 
the  hxfc:  mentioned  boundary  or  ftation,par.r.all<^wjch 
the  fouth kne  of  the  Majjachufetts-Bdy,  to  the.  iejutH 
leas,1  which  will  exclude 'great  part  of  tbeiandSvaW 
granted  to'the  petitioners— or  it  muft  mez-n^to  ..run  a 
itraight  line  from  the  iirft  (tatiuon,  to  the.  gau^rmotc 
bounds  of  the  lands  ^thea  in  actual  pofFgffi'ui-aytir' 
Dutch  on  the  found,  continuing  the  fame  'cour&^p 
the  fouth.  fias,  which  will  include  not  o^yly  the.'  [fnds 
granted,  but  the  city,  ox  Philadelphia,  or  k  rnuiL-mean 
that  our  fout  hern  bounds  is  the  fea,  continued xo  tfee 
fouth  feas>  which  will  include  not  only  the  lands  grant-  • 
ed,  but  .'ail  iputb America,  not  at  that  time  :in  actual 
-poiiefion  of  any  foreign  prince.  *\ 

3diy,  ir  a  parrallsl  line  with  the  colony  .line  ci  the 
*Mafacbztfe:tls-.Bayr  is  the  true  coniiruclion  of  our 
foutfren*  bounds,  we  can  hold  thole  towns  and  hnqs 
'ibutJioffaid  parallel  'line,  only  by  virtue  of  .the  let- 
dement  jRadc Tvvich  New-Y.ork,  A.D.  1 683,,  an$  con- 
firmsd;by King  and  coorrcil,  which  fettleme^t  -muls 
alio  limit  cur  weft  em  bounds  to  th<?  line -fked  by  tKe 
commiiiiODsnSyas  at  that  tif^e-  we  bad  rfteuhcj;  par- 
chajid  or  conaulrsd^  cr  even  claimed;  bey-$n*i  $f)§-prq- 
•vince  o? -New- 2' eric,     i    £  '  £j 

4th. 'As  cur  ciurser  includes  iU  the  jand&l^ft^arjd 

.©f  ■•  -N&rr'aganfit-Bayi "anjdf twc  are  'precl'yd^ifeki ij*g 

-the  lands  calJcd  Ndrragavfei,  only  by  *tftl|$iil|fcojfr  a- 

gseement  made  in  England,-  between '.jjftfia  ~Wirjhrep, 

iMfefi  0:1 -the  part;of:ihis  Colony '.and    Mi>CJark-e'  a- 

gent'for  the.  colony  x£  Rhode- IJlaiid^  without 'a»y  Ipe-: 

-elal  appointment  of. the  colonies,  we.  may  jult.iy  -'corr- 

iettlemeht  made  .with  ■  Nw-*%ork„  by 

uly  appointed,  and   conformed   .by  Ji-ing 

an  ui,  mult  be  .can  clu  five   as.  to  our ,  bounds' 

nfl  U  terd.       - •  ■    f     '-      '         5th- 
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taju  As  the  grant  made  to  the  governor  ana  com- 
pany at  our  eaitern  boundaries,,  doth  not  exceed  (ixty 
miles  north  and,  fouth  ;  the  form  of  government 
prefenb^d  by  charter  cannot  be  exerciied,  if  conftru'4 
.to  extend  to  the  fouth  feas,which  is  an  extent  ot  more 
than  three  thoufand  miles, and. the  grant  conftrued  .to 
be  gained  by  fur  prize, fro-m  a  defect  of  the  knowledge 
ot  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  this  continent,  at 
ihe  time  of  the  grant. 

6th.  ^That  this  colony  will  be  equally  obliged  t$ 
.protect  and  defend  the  proprietors  .of  the  lands  grant- 
ed, as  they  are  to  protect  and  defend  the  title  of 
jands  within  the  limits  of  Mr.  Ma  fans  claim,  or  any 
other  grants  made  by  -this  colony,  akho5  by  their  lo- 
cal bounds,  they  cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  form 
of  government  prefcribed  by  our  charter,  coutributf 
to  the  expeaccs  of  this  government,  and  v/hofe  trade 
jni u ft;  inure  to  the  emolument  pf  the  capital  biPennfyl- 
,/vaqtqi < with  whom  this  grant  wij-i  inevitably  involve 
this- govern i,;icnt  in.  a  contrGiVfrfy  dangerous  in  ,  its 
conlequenoes. 

7th:  The  encouragement  of  fuch  a  fetHem.ent,  will 
prove  ruinous  to  this  colony,,  by:  the  emigration  of 
its  inhabitants,  thereby  encreafing  our  taxes,  anc) 
lefTfninG; -the  value  of  our   lands. 

8th.    The  vote   of  the  Sufqaebanvzh  company,    to 
admit  \h£tPaxten  men  (as, they  are  call'd,  who  are  the" 
niale-cantents  of  Ptnnfy.lv ani a)  has  rendered   it  dfflib-' 
norabie  for  the  .legiflature  of  this,    colony  to    counte- 
•naffi.ee  their  claim/9  ...    .' 

By -this  proteit,  prepar'd  in  cafe   the  lower    !iQ.uf^ 
(h^uld  have  re-conudered,  and   concurs 'd    witfi  „thj  ■ 
honorable  upper  houfe,  you  have  a  view  of  the  fen- 
^imentsofthofe,,  who  were  in  the  apportion.  . 

The  committee  appointed  to  conk:  with  the  com- 

f  rnictce 
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mittee  of  the  honorable  upper  houfe,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  reported  the  arguments  urged  by  the  committee 
from  the  honorable  board,  when  a  member  mov'd 
that  a  concurrence  might  be  try'd.  But  as  feveral 
members  were  apprehenfivethat  if  a  .concurrence  had 
been  try'd  at  that  time  it  would  have  been  carried  in 
favour  of  the  petitioners,  another  member  urg?d,that 
it  might  be  try'd,  whether  the  further  consideration  of 
that  memorial  fhouid  not  be  refsrr'd  to  the  feflions  in 
Qftcber  next,  which  motion  being  urg'd  by  others, 
the  queftiop  was  put,  and  the  fame  was  voted  accorr 
dingly,  when  ygu,  and  every  freeman  of  this  cotany 
may  exert  yoy  helves  as  you  judge  the  merits  and  im- 
portance of  the  cafe  may  require. 

Giving  and  granting  to  the  Mcmorialifts  the  terri- 
tory pray'd  for,  which  is  of  larger  extent  than  the 
prefent  limits  of  this  colony,  I  etteem  a  matter  of  ve- 
ry great  importance.  Our  making  fuch  a  grant,  fup- 
pofes  we  have  a  clear  and  indubitable  right  to  it,and 
a  miltake  in  this  matter  may  be  attended  with  very 
ferious  confequences,  both  to  the  grantors  znd  grantees. 

To  carry  into  excegtion  the  fcttlemcnt  of  io  large 
an  extent  of  territory  of  uncultivated  lands,  would 
make  a  very  great  draft  of  men  and  money  from  this 
colony,  and  would  exhauft  us  to  that  degree,  that 
this  colony  would  not  recover  itfelf  from  the  inconve- 
niencies  attending  it,  in  one  in  tire  century. 

Should  our  title  prove  infufrkicnt  t©  fuppoft  our 
claim,  the  lofs  of  fo  many  of  our  inhabitants  weuld 
be  iniuppertable,  » nd  the  difficulties  to  which  our 
friends  would  be  expos'd  by  their  emigration, mud  ex- 
cite very  ferious  refle&ioiis  to  every   compaffion&tc 

mind. 

Let  msfirft  view  it  with  regard  to  ourfelves,  who 

remaia  behind,    £4any  towns  will  be  ia  a  great  naea- 
•         •  fure 
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fure  depopulated  of  its  inhabitants,  from  thrirenthu* 

fiafm  of  colonization,  wh*;h  will  become  as  commu- 
nicable as  an  infectious  difeafe.  Our  weahhifcft  far- 
mers impoverish  themfelvcs,  by  purchafing  imaginary 
wealth,  in  lands  which  for  want  of  labourers,  in  a  few 
years  will  appear  like  the  field  sf  the  fluggard%  and  the 
poiTeflbr,  with  all  his  imaginary  wealth,  become  2 
poor  man  :  his  enlarged  farm,  in  the  corhpafs  of  a 
very  few  years*  will  not  fell  for  half  the  money  it 
would  have  done,beforc  its  enlargement* — many  cohi- 
forublc  houfes  become  ufclefs,  unlefs&r  fcwel*which 
before  fecured  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  many 
honeft,  ufeful  labourers  and  mechanics*  who  on  their 
ftnall  farms  Supported,  (if  not  in  affluence)  yet  above 
want*  numerous  families— :by  whofe  emigration,  our 
lifts  will  be  leffened,our  taxes  eriereas'd.our  clergy  (al- 
ready too  fcantily  Supported)  impoverifhed,  unlefs  by 
thefe  wife  concerted fcbemcs'K  is  propofed  to  leflen  the 
number  ©four  parifhes,  hi  proportion  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants.  What  a  figure  muft  a  town  of  Society 
make,  to  view  Several  adjoining  tennements  in  the 
centre  of  a  town  or  Society,  which  us'd  to  fupportfe- 
Veral  numerous  families,  thrown  up  to  grazing  !  your 
will  ceafe  to  wonder  thefe  things  make  fush  an  im- 
preflion  on  my  mind*,  when  I  tell  you  t  have  the  day- 
ly  depopulation  before  my  eyes.  This  is,  my  friend, 
no  chimera.  This  will*  in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree,' 
be  the  confequence  with  regard  to  us*  who  remain  be- 
hind. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  us  take  a  view  of  whaf 
we  may  rationally  fuppoSe  will  be  the  confequence, 
With  regard  to  thofe  whom  we  encourage  to  emigrate' 
from  us. 

Let  us  fuppofe  this  new  colony  in  its  infant  ftate,« 

fituatc<l 


fittmed  in  a  w]Idernefs,  open  north  and  weft  to  the  $& 
curtlons  of  th'e  fa  v  ages  j  fepe*ared  ori  the  eaft  from  our 
we^er'h'rectiernents  by  a  chain  of  niou'rVtairisf,  and 
bouhdsd'Touth  bjPennfyhania.  In  RleK  actuation,  to 
what'drftrefsmuft  they  be  reduc'don  the  firft  rupture 
of  anlndmn'  waVVor  that  you  will  perhaps  fav  there  is' 
rio  danger,  while  all  the  out  pofts-  krk  in  i)&  hands  of 
the -kings  troops.  B'ut-Xir,'  are  not'we  at "preterit  under 
alarming fea'h  oh  that  account  ?  'may  we  expect  peace 
while  the  lavages  can  be  fupph/d  with  arms  and  am-' 
munition  to4  nght  us.,  with  fpirits  to  intoxicate  them, ' 
or  while  there  is  one  Frcnchrnan,or  one  Ronyiinprieft, 
on  the  continent  of  North -America,  to  fpirirrhern  up 
to  a'cls  of  cruelty  and  revenge  P  They  doulnrefs  mtift- 
expecY  to.meef  with  difficulties  di  that  kind,before  e- 
ver  they  ban  be  fettled  down  in  a  (late  of  lecfrrity  and 
defeftce,  and  in  their  diftrefs'  who  will  afford'  them  aid  ? 
Will  the  proprietaries  ef  Pertvfytianiz,  who  I  conclude; 
will  think' they  haveunjuftly-mvaded  their,  property  ? 
Will  the  province  of  N.  York  who  cannot  have  any 
connections  With  them  by  Commerce  ?  rriuft  it  not  in- 
fine  be  from  thus  colony,  who  have  encouraged  their 
emiaraiion  ?  And  who  are  and  will   be    ftrongly  con-. 


M  troop 

fe<{s  we  can  fuller thereto  be  maffacfed  or  captivated: 
By  t-h^TaVage^.-iiui 'their  fettlements  broken  -up,  and 
t'o  have  our  eyes  (hocked  by  the  fight  of  lavage  ,cruel- 
t;iVs,"d'n  the  "bodies  "of  our'Triend?,  who  efcape'the  fury 
of^efe'f^ffiy^ba-elv'^ith  their  lives,  and  our  houfes 
gMP  with"  our  returning  friends;  reduc'd  to -beggerry.. 
and  want,' by.  their  (light  I  thcfe  muft.be  but  part  6r 
tbe  inevitable  confluences  and  horrors  attending  *ri 
Indian  **r.     But  allowing  they  fliould  not  be  harraf- 

fea 
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feci  by  an  Indian  war,  and  Mr."  Penn  permits  thern 
to  make  thcif  fcttlements  in  peace  and  quiet,  as  he 
mod  certainly  will,  if  he  Onderftands  his  own  intereft, 
he  will  acquire  a  number  of  tenants,  juft  fuch  as  he 
wants  to  place  on  his  frontier  fcttlements,  fnen  us'd 
to  induftry,  labour,  hardy,  and  bold;  who,  as  foori 
as  they  have  quitted  all  connections  and  iruereft  iri 
this  colony,  and  acquired  fettlements  which  they 
would  unwillingly  relmquilh,  they  mud  become  tri- 
butaries to  Mr.  Penn,  or  be  ejected  from  their  poflef- 
ftofis.  And  if  the  Pqffi  Commitatis  mall  be  thought 
inefficient  to  difiei2e  them,  nodoubt  Mr.  PennwWl 
have  intereft  enough  with  the  commander  of  his  Majef- 
tfs  peaceable  troops,  fupported  in  America,  to  aid  the 
civil  magiftr ale,  to  dragoon  them  into  a  compliance, 
as  they  were  btnorably  emp\oy'd  againft  Pendwgbaft  \n 
the  province  of  New -Tor k,  to  quiet  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jecls  in  thl  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  Manors, 
without  the  trouble  and  e^pence  of  a  fuit  at  law* 
And  thus  Mr.  Penh  will  have  his  frontiers  fettled,and 
h'is  lands  tenanted,  and  well  cultivated  frorh  the  co- 
Ibny  of  Cohrietlicut;  .which'  will  be  depopulated  by 
their  emigration.  There  is  no  hyperbole  in  all  this— 
this  will  be  the  l££ft  which  tfMfjr  be  expected;  allow- 
ing we  fliould  make  fuch  a  conveyance,  as  would  not: 
Endanger  the  colony  in  4  lafw-contro.verfy>  with  an 
anragonift,  who  would  not  have  occafion  to  apply 
18  Forma  Pauperis  to  the  King's  exchequer  for  monies 
to  carry  on  the  fuit,  as  Mr.  Mafon  has  done,  which. 
has  coft  th'is  colony  thoufands,  the  end  hot  yet  come?i 
2nd  the  iifueas  yet  at  lead  un  certain. 

It  is  true,  the  petitioners,  afk  for  nothing  more 
than  a  d^d  of  Leafe  and  Reliafe  :  But  why  a  deed  of 
Leaft  and  Releafe  f  a  mode,  of  coflveyaacS  never  us'd 

D  iti 
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in  this  coldny,  which  puts  firtt  the  Leajjee  into  quiet 
and  peaceable  pofteflion,  and  then  releafes  the  fee, 
I  conclude  this  fort  of  conveyance  was  afk'd  for  bv 
the  petitioners,  becaufe  it  would  perhaps  be  look'd 
upon  as  a  conveyance  of  a  lower  nature  than  a  Quit^ 
claim  deed.  But  let  it  be  noted,  this  fort  of  convey- 
ance is  conftantly  made  ufeof  in  England,  in  all  piaes 
except  thcMancr  ef  Eaft-Greenwicb  inKent,  where  they 
hold  their  lands  id  fee-Ample,  as  in  tkis  colony,  and 
is  the  mode  of  conveyance  us'd  in  moft  of  the  Kino's- 
provinces  in  America,  "where  the  lands  are  fubjeel:  to  a 
quit-rent.  Although  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  learn'd 
in  the  law,  yet  I  am  fully  aflu red,  that  the  land  hoU 
ders  in  England,  and  in  the  King's  provinces  in  Ame- 
rica,who  hoid  their  lands  by  deeds  of  Leafe  andReleafe, 
efteem  them  a  better  fecurity  than  mere  quit-claims  ; 
in  fome  cafes  I  know,  if  not  in  a!!,  they  are  of  equal 
force  as  a  deed  of  warrantee.  But,  Sir,  perhaps  you 
may  not  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  rife  and  Origin 
of  this  company  •,  which  I  will  give  in  as  concife  a 
manner  as  1  am  able,  and  thendifmifs  the  difagreable 
fubjecl. 

A.D.  1753,  a  number  of  gentlemen  voluntarily 
affum'd  to  themfelves  the  name  and  character  of  a 
committee,  to  receive  the  fubferiptions  of  thofe  who 
would  become  adventurers. 

A.D.  1755,  the  proprietors  being  confiderably 
increafed,  they  apply'd  to  the  general  affembly  for 
the  right  of  this  colony  to  the  lands  pray'd  for,  ha- 
ving previouQy  obtained  a  deed  of  the  heads  of  feve- 
ral  tribes  of  Indians  claiming  the  fame,  paying  there- 
for, honafide,  a  valuable  confideration  in  money.  The 
affembly  at  that  time,  wifely  avoided  doing  any  more 
than  recommending  the  purchafers  to  the  royal  favour. 

About 
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About  this  time,  feveral  gewtlemen  forefeeing  this 
company  might  in  time  form  into  fomcthing  which 
mightprove  dangerous  to'this;government,became  ad- 
venturers,with  views  of  regulating  their  meafures,and 
for  to  prevent  the  mifchievous  coniequences  which 
they  forefaw  might  probably  enfue  from  fuch  a  fpon- 
taneous  production  from  among  ourfelves,  under  no 
public  regulation:,  or  accountable  in  any  meafure  to 
the  authority  o^this  government. 

Abut  the  time  of  the  return  of  Jared  Ingerfoll^'Efqi 
from  his  agency  at  the  court  er  Great-Britain*  the 
Sufquehannab  company  were  ftrongly  urg'd  (whether 
from  the  ambition  of  lome  principal  members 
or  not,  I  will  aot  prefume  to  fay)  to  fend*  an  agent  u> 
Great-Britain*  to  follicitan  incorporation  of  the  com- 
pany.  Soon  after   Mr.  Ingerjell's  return,  or  juft 

before  his  arrivaKGovernor  Fittb  received  letters  from 
one  of  hisMajcfty's  principal  Secretaries  of  ftate,  re- 
quiring him  tointerpofe  his  authority  to  prevent  the 
fettlesnent  of  thofe  lands,  as  it  might  excite  the  na- 
tives to  ads  of  hoftilities.  Accordingly  the  gover- 
nor, by  order  of  the  affembly,  ifTued  a  proclamation., 
forbidding  theiettlement  of  thofe  lands  \  upon  which 
a  meeting  of  the  company  was  call'd,  at  which  a  let- 
ter from  Jared  Ingsrfoll*  Efq-,  was  alfo  read,  requeu- 
ing them  to  defillfrom  thatenterprize,  to  divide  the 
remaining  monies  ;  fhewing  the  hazards  attending 
fuch  an  undertaking  ♦,  at  which  meeting  1  attended  as 
one  of  the  proprietors.  At  which  time  it  was  evident 
the  relentments  of  the  company  at  the  proclamation 
and  letter,  were  very  apparent;  and  I  do  very  honeftiy 
own,  I  did  not  feel  rnyfelf  well  fatisfied,  either  with 
the  letter,  wrote  by  Mr.  Ingerfoll,  or  the  proclamation, 
iffued  bv  governor  Fitch  -,  and  it  ftill  remains  a  quef- 

D  2  tion. 
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tion  in  my  mind,  whether  the  refentmems  rais'd 
thereby,  had  not  iome  influence  to  excite  the  Jons  of 
liberty  in  that  quarter  of  the  government,  to  diftin- 
guifli  themfelves  fo  eminently  above  their  brethren, 
in  other  parts  of  'this* government,  who,  I  conceive, 
would  as  unwillingly  iwbmit  to  chains,  yalTalage  and 
flavery,  as  thole  Who  fo  exerted  themfelves  in  fo  dif- 
tinguifhing  a  manner.        ■  But  of  this  by  the  bye. 

My  defign  in  attending  upon  this  meeting  at  that 
time,  was  to  trfe  my  utmoft  endeayours  to  prevent, 
if  poflihle,  an  agent's  being  lent  to  Great-  Britain  •> 
for  if  we  had  any  right  to  thofe  lands,  it  was  already 
Secured  by  our  charter,  unlefs  we  had  fecluded  cur- 
felves,  by  the  feulement  with  Hew- 2  or  k,  A.  IX  16S3, 
and  therefore  wanted  no  confirmation  of  our  title, 
&nd  that  if  it  was  not  fecured  by  our  charter,  there 
\vas  no'do'ubt  but  the  right  of  the  crown  Vas  vetted 
in  Mr.  Penn.'  Howeve-r,  as  we  had  not  at  that  time, 
Sufficient  monies' in  fiock,tQ  fupport  the  brilliant  ap- 
jpeatarue  of  an  agent  at  the  court  of  C.Britain,  it  was 
deferred  forthattrme,&  for  acquiring  the  fame,  frequent 
meetings  of  the  company  were  call'd- — more  lands  or- 
deredjto  be  fold,at  an  advanced  priee,until  a  fum  ade- 
quate to  the  importance  p'ffuch  anembafTy,was  lodg!d 
in  tk'e  company's  treaiury  •,  'and  not  long  afer,  the 
Horn  RUphdlet  Dyar,  'notwithftancjing  all  oppofitiorj, 
Vase!e*cl:cd  their  agent,1  who  received  the  monies,  and 

embark'd  for  Great-Britain*    A.  D.    1  763. where, 

during  his  more' refidence,  heVhtain'd  the  favour  ai 
leveralof  the  nobility  of  the  fi:  It  rank,  who  became 
incereftedin  the  undertaking  by  his  influence,  ;,nd 
made  a  moft  rapid -pro^refs  in  the  company's  affairs, 
until  he  was  obl^'d  to  return,  in  order  to  difchargp 
ikz  important  office  of  Comptroller  of  his"  Majedy's 
{   :  '  Cuftoms, 
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puftqiris,  at  the  port  of  thw-Lcndon.,  which  was  cop- 
ferr'd  upon  him,  without  fee  or  reward^  by  Mr.Gecrge 
Greenville  (at  that  time  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) who  firtt  projected  trie  plan  of  raifing  a  re- 
venue in  America^  by  fia:jipt  -papers.  Being  oblig'd 
by  this  truit,  devolv'd  on  him  by  the  crown,  to  re- 
turn to  fi's  native  ceuntry\  he*  was  obliged  to  constitute 
a  SyB-ApENT,  a  gentierpan  learned  ih  the  law,  with 
whtmi  helodg'd  fhe  remaa,der  of  the  monies  belong- 
ing to  the  company,  not  bef»r>  txpended^  as  alio  all 
the  writings  be^nging  to  laid  company  that  he  car- 
ried with  him  ;  from  whom,  after  his  return,  he  re- 
ceived {undry  letters,  reolete  with  the  mod  favoura- 
ble  accounts  of  the  moll  proiper'">us  fuyaiion  of  the 
company's  affairs,  ot  which  tke  company  were  ad- 
vertized in  the  pubi'c  papery  about  the  beginning  of 
the  months  of  April  and  September,  for  feveral  fea- 
Jbns  periodical!/. 

But  it  unhappily  fell  out,  our  new  fubftituted  agent, 
having  urgent  feufinefs  which  call'd  him  down  into 
Wales;  a  little  before  Dr.  John/oris  arrival  \nEng!andy 
from  whence  I  cannot  learn  he  has  return'd,  or  been 
ever  heard  of  ilnce  :  from  which  unlucky  incident, 
the  company's  afTairs  have  not  begn  negotiated  with 
that  fuccefs  v.e  had  the  mop:  ianguine  hopes  from  the 
reaforis  given  us  to  expee'L 

The  company  being  thus  unexpectedly  depriv'd 
of  their  Agent,  by  v/hich  rp.eans  the  expected  act  of 
incorpoiat  on  was  not  obtain'd  from  the  crown,  and 
the  Indians  naming  fettled  the  boundaries  between  the 
crown,  and  the  lands  not  cecded  the  lait  fummerat 
Fori  StanwiX}  the  company  came  to  a  refolution,  to 
encourage  the  feulemenc  of  thofe  lands,  with  five 
hundred  able  and  effective  men,  the  laft  fpring,  and 

to 


to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  an  act  of  incorporate 
on  from  Great-Brit£iny  as  was  at  firft  prqpos'd,  a  me- 
morial was  by  the  vigilence  and  activity  of  the  horn 
E.  Dyer,  prefer'd  to  tha  adjourned  feffions  of  the  af- 
iembly  in  January  laft,  as  above  recited,  which  fail- 
ing as  before  related,  another  was  immediately  pre- 
ferr'd,  which  now  lies  before  the   affembly  for   their 

determination  as  before  mentioned. Thus  Sir,  I 

have  gone  through  this  affair,  and  have  given  you  an 
honeft  reprefentation  of  the  cafe,  from  its  firft  ori- 
gin, t©  this  time,  and  as  you,  and  every  freeman  of 
this  colony  are  deeply  interefted  in  this  affair,  you  will 
act  as  you  think  prudent,  in  the  cafe,  &  inftru£t  your 
members  accordingly.  For  my  own  part  I  view  the  af- 
fair with  concern,  both  with  regard  to  thole  who  have 
already,  or  mall  hereafter  emigrate  from  us,  and  for 
the  future  pease  and  profperity  of  thofc  they  leave  be- 
hind. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  one  thing,  which 
was  early  mov'd,  and  was  repeatedly  attempted,  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  fefiions,  to  have  been  affected, 
viz.  A  motion'was  made  by  a  very  worthy  member, 
early  in  the  fefiions,  that  a  committee  might  be  ap- 
pointed, to  be  joyn'd  by  fome  members  from  the  hon. 
poard  to  bring  in  a  report,  what  methods  might  be 
purfued  by  the  avTembly,to  prevent  the  mukiphsity  of 
private  bufinefsbro't before  the  affembly,which  greatly 
prolongs  their  fcffions,&  retards  the  public  bufinefs  of 
;he  government.  This  motion  was  readily  comply'd 
with  by  the  houfe,  and  a  committee  join'd  from  the 
honorable  board,  who  reported  their  opinion  to  the 
lioufc  ;  which  not  being  quite  agreeable  to  the 
mind  of  the  houfe,  an  addition-was  made  to  the  ccm- 
mittee,  who  retum'd  to  the  bufmefs  of  their  appoint- 
ment 
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ment,  and  again  reported  to  the  houfe,  which  import 

was  read  and  approv'd  by  the  houfe,  and  tranfmitted 
80  the  hon.  upper-houfe  for  their  concurrence,  which 
report  being  properly  canvafs'd  at  that  board,  was  dif- 
fcnted  to,  and  indeed  in  my  opinion,  feveral  important 
objections  might  juftly  be  made  agairR  it;  whereup- 
on the  fame  worthy  member  who  firft  mov'd  in  the 
affair,  again  mov'd  to  the  houfe,  for  liberty  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  th?tpurp©fe,  and  liberty  was  accordingly 
granted  him,  which  bill  was  brought  in,  the  purport 
of  which  to  the  ber>  of  my  remembrance  was,  that  the 
houfe  iliould  attend  wholly  to  the  public  bufinefs  of 
the  government  the  two  firft  weeks  of  the  fefiions, 
which  being  compkated,  four  members  out  of  each 
county  mould  be  chofen  by  the  houfe,  to  fit,  hear,  & 
determine,  the  private  bufinefs,  together  with  the  hon. 
upper-houfe,  who  mould  receive  the  fame  pay,  as  fix- 
ed for  the  members  of  the  affembly*  and  that  the  pay 
©f  the  other  members,  if  any  *chofe  to  tarry,  mould 
ceafe,  by  whom  the  private  bufinefs  of  the  govern- 
ment might  be  tranfafted  to  as  good  acceptance  and 
at  a  muchlefs  exoence. 

This  bill  was  twice  read,  when  the  member  wha 
brought  it  in  was  oblig'd  to  leave  the  houfe.  About 
the  fame  time  I  alfo  returned  home,  and  cannot  fay 
whether  it  was  afterwards  acted  upon  or  not, 

I  was  well  pleas'd  with  this  bill,  as  v-0  private  bufi- 
fiefs  was  to  be  cranfa&ed  until  the  public  bufinefs  of 
the  government  was  rlnifhed. 

Tranfacling  the  public  and  private  bufinefs  of  the* 
aflembly  promifcuoufiy,  mod  commonly  retards  the 
moil  important  bufinefs  of  the  government  to  the  ve- 
ry clofe  of  the  feffions,  when  many  members  are  xe- 
turn'd  home,  the  private  bufineis  of  the  afTembty  be- 
ing 
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ing  either  greatly  encreas'd,  or  the  gentlemen  of  the 
law,  have  adopted  too  prolix  a  method  of  handling 
thofeeaufes,  of  late,  which  I  ftiaU  not  pretend  to  fey; 
b\u  the  truth  is,  the  private  bufinefs  has  produced  one 
adjourn'd  aitembly  the  laft  winter,  which  is  the  firft 
1  ever  Knew  held  in  this  colony,  for  trahfacYing  the 
common  and  ordinary  buTinefs  of  this  government, 
notwithstanding;  which,  if  I  am  hot  mllTnform'd,  the 
fioufe  did  not  rfnifk  the  private  bufinefs  of  the  affcrh- 
bly  which  was  continued  from  the  adjourn'd  winter 
fcffions,  until!  the  l-Sth'  day  of  Mky,  which  was  the" 
18th  day  of  the  laft  fefilons---This  alone  may  ferve 
to  convince  us,  of  tkc  neceflicy  of  adopting  fome  new 
rneafurcs  of  leneni'ng  ihe  private  bufinefs.  ^ 

O'nethmgin  anefpeaa'l  manner  which  is-  always 
lett  to  be  traniacied  at  Hit  clofe  of  the  fe  (lions  in  a  thin 
Iioufe, which  I  humbly  conceive  ought xp  be  tranfacV 
ed  at  the  beginning,  and  irf  .  full  hou'ie,  viz.  Grant- 
ing the  falleries  of  governor,  deputy-governor,  &c* 
by  this  rneansj  iu  (fuic  I  aVn"  it  d'id  not.refult  from4 
the  reafon  and  nature  of  the  cafe)  tiWfe  faliaries  has 
been  doubled  upon  us  vviMvn  the  compafs  of  a  very 
few  years,  if  my  mewiory  ferves  me,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  iaft  war;  which  I  am  told  vnb  bro't 
a'jout  after  this  manner.  .    . 

After  the  commencement  of  the  lafc -'war,  the  bufi- 
nefs of  his  honor  the  governor  was,  greatly  increafed, 
the  aifembly  tho't  proper  to  allow  him  a  gratuity  for 
extra  fet  vices  wfrieH  -yas  gradually  cnereaVdy  until  it 
amounted  to  a  fum  equal  to  the  Saied  (allery. 

At  or  about  trie  clofe  of  the  \yar,a  number  of  Que- 
ries was  ient  By  t'le  fecretary  of  fete,  or  the  Beard  of 
Trade,  requiring  proper  aniwers  to  be  made  to  them, 
among  which  qucftxoris^  this  was  one,  \\zr  What  fan 

tcrits 


,      .      .  (     33     ) 

Jcrics  was  allowed  to  the  governor  deputy  governor, 

&c.  and  how  paid  ?  As  the  falleries  of  governor,  de- 
puty governor,  &c.  of  this  colony  have  always  been 
ttftly  fhort,  of  the  falleries  allow'd  to  governors  of  the 
kings  provinces,  it  was  tko't  by  fome,  below  the  dig- 
nity of  government  to  have  it  known  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, for  how  fmall  a  gratuity  the  governor  of  this  co- 
lony difcharg'd  that  important  truft,  whereupon  it  was 
xnov'd  by  fome,  that  the  lum  allow'd  to  his  honor  the 

toyernor,  for  extra  fervices,  mould  be  annexed  to  his 
illery,which  was  accordingly  done,  and  half  that  futn 
granted  to  hit  honor  theDeputyGov.  which  fums  kave 
been  their  fixed  falleries  ever  fmce,fo  that  at  prefent,his 
honor  the  deputy-govenor,  has  the  fame  fallery, which 
the  govenor  hada  t  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war. 
Perhaps  you  will  fay,  the  fallery  as  it  now  is,  falls 
vaftly  fhort  of  the  falleries  of  the  governors  in  the 
icing's  provinces,  and  that  it  is  mean  to  fugged  fuch 
a  thing,  as  that  the  fallery  is  r/rtjjpuch. 

1  well  know  the  fallery  of  governor,  &c.  is  vaft- 
ly  fhorc  of  the  falleries  of  governors  in  the  King's' 
provinces  ;  and  if  ever  we  in  this  colony  expect  to 
be  governed  by  worthy  andgood  men,aj  we  ever  havfc 
been,  thofe  offices  mud  not  be  made  lucrative,  in  a 
ftatc  where  they  are  elected  by  the  Riffrages  of  a  free 
people.  When  once  thofe  places  are  made  lucrative^ 
they  may  bid  adieu  to  peace,  harmony  and  concord. 
In  the  common  and  ordinary  befinefs  of  life,  vfhat 
will  not  men  do  for  gain  ?  They  will  run  all  rifques 
in  trade,  hazard  foul  and  body  to  gain  wealtb.  And 
may  we  not  expect,  when  honor  and  riches  Are  both 
connected,  ambitious  men  will  (lick  at  any  thing  to' 
gain  the  prize?  No,,  cabal  and  fa&ion  nitift and  will 
fw#B§td  that  harmony,  peace  and  concord,  for  which 


this  colony  has  forever  Been  eminently  diftinguiflied. 
^.et  thofe  governors  who  partake  of  thofc  diftingu.fh* 
3ng  marks  of  Royal  favour,  glory  in  their  wealth 
and  grandeur  •,  but  let  the  governors  of  a  free,  charter 
colony,  glory  in  ferving  a  free  people,  a  common- 
wealth ef  farmers  and  mechanicks,  from  principles 
truly  Ri?nan^  receiving  only  from  the  common- wealth 
they  ierve,  a  competency  to  live  with  a  manly  afflu- 
ence and  plenty,  equal  to  the  dignity  of  their  ftation, 
eompar'd  with  the  circumitances  of  thofe  they  prefidc 
over,  without  diminifhing  their  own  private  fortunes, 
jputfince  the  fallery  of  our  governor  has  been  thus 
doubled,  in  a  time  of  profund  peace,  the  fame  argu- 
ments will  occur  for  an  addition  for  extra  fcrvices, 
the  next  war,  as  was  in  the  laft,  until  we  (hall  be 
thrown  into  cabal  and  faction,  who  (hail  gain  the 
£ri2e. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  as  faithful  account  of 
forne  of  the  principal  matters  ycu  requeft  to  be  in- 
ibrm'd  of.  There  are  feme  things  remaining,  which 
were  nice  and  delicate  in  their  own  nature  and  re- 
quire to  be  treated  accordingly,  which  I  mud  defer 
tp another  opportunity,  as  neither  mv  prcfent  date  of 
health,  or  occafions,  will  permit  tin!  to  enter  upon 
tfiem  at  this  time,  of  whic^i  I  will  acquaint  you  as  face 
£*&  rjir.e  and  opportunity  will  permit,  in  the  ftteaa 
♦i.nc.bclieive  that        I  am,  dear  Sir, 

>«    •  ■-  With  great  refpect  and  cfteem, 

Yeur  mod  obedienr,  *nd 
Moft  Humble  Servant, 
BEN.  GALE. 
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ALBANY,  February  16,  1798. 

CONNECTICUT  GORE. 
OnWednefday  laft,  the  Houfe  of  Ailem- 
blv,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  meflage  ot 
his   Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  papers 
from  the  Connecllcut  Gore  Company,  there- 
in referred  to-and  after  force  time  fpent  m 
debate,  a  motion  to  refer  the  faid  meflage  ami 
papers  to  a  feb&  committee,  and  another  mo- 
tion to  ooftpone  the  confideration  thereof  to 
Monday  next,  having  been  negatived. 

The  Houfe,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood  a- 
dopted  the  following  refolution,  with  Its  reci- 
tal, by  a  large  majority. 

Whereas  the  ftate  of  New-York,  does  not 
acknowledge  the  claim  of  Conneaicut,  to  any 
lands  in  this  (late  ;  and  whereas  this  ftate  has 
full  confidence,  in  the  impartiality,  knowl- 
edge and  integrity  of  the  judiciary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  regard  to  any  fait  commenced  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  commenced,  wnica 
5nvolves  the  claims  of  the  people  of  Connec- 
ticut to  any  lands  in  this  (late  ;  therefore, 

Refofoed,  That  it  would  be  improper  for 
this  ftate  to  appoint  commiflloners  to  treat  or 
confer  with  commiflloners  on  the  part  ot 
Conneaicut,  relative  to  the  difpute  m  ^uef- 
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?HE  importance  to  the  public  to  be  undeceived  in 
the  principal  matters  contained  in  Docl.  Gale'j 
Narrative,  is  the  [ole  motive  of  writing  and  fub- 
lijhing  the  folUwing  remarks. 


1 


Si  populus  non  vult  decipL 

Let  them  beware  of  that  narrative* 

*MiE  fwect  pacific  Dorlor,  in  his  introduction,  feem- 
ingly  jealous,  and  with  good  reafon,  that  the  public 
may  at  Jeaft  be  fufpicious  of  the  truth  of  the  facta 
contained  in  his  narrative,  as  he  is  fenfible  they  nave  (o  oiten 
been  impofed  npon  by  his  fpurious  productions,  with  feeming 
modefty  appeals  to  the  public,  "  that  how  much  foever  he  may 
have  erred  in  matters  of  judgment  and  opinion,  yet  boldly 
afferts,  that  the  facts  from  whicn  they  are  deduced  are  founded 
in  truth,  and  are  fuch  facts  as  every  freeman  of  this  corporation 
may  and  ought  to  know/* 

Amazing  corfidence  !  when  it  may  eafily  be  made  to  ap- 
pear, that  he  has  equally  erred  from  a  true  narration  of  facia 
in  many  ir,  [knees,  tv  he  has  in  judgment  and  opinion  in  all. 

In  the  next  place  he  exprefies  his  furprize,  "  that  our  aflem- 
bly  have  never  adopted  the  cuftom  regularly  to  publira  a  jour- 
nal ot  their  debates  and  refolves."  Indeed  I  have  not  efleemed 
it  a  matter  of  any  great  confluence  till  of  late  the  public  have 
been  impofed  upon  with  many  vile  mifreprefentations ;  witnefs 
PJaltid  FscV  fchool  houlc  narrative,  the  aflembly's  returning 
thanks  to  a  certain  Gentleman  for  his  generous  donation  to 
the  colony,  &c.  and  to  fave  the  good  Dr.  the  trouble  of  be- 
coming journaiift  to  the  LlTtmbiy  for  the  future,  to  the  neglect 
of  his  proper  callicg,  I  can  heartily  jain  in  a  rt^ueft  to  have 
that  cuftom  iajroduccd. 

From 
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From  thf  4th  to  the  1  ub  page  of  this  wonderful  narrative  ii 
taken  up  in  communicating  »o  the  public  the  number  of  voter 
for  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor,  the  debates  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  aSembiy  with  raff  eft  to  the  choice  of  a  Deputy- 
Governor,  chofen  by  74  votes  of  the  members  of  she  lower 
keui'e,  who  for  that  time  concurred  with  near  3000  freemen  of 
the  colony,  no  other  gentleman  having  one  k&U  t^st  number. 
In  the  two  days  {pent  in  that  affair,  and  in  cftablifliing  a  rule 
and  precedent  for  the  future,  the  Dr.  fecrai  wonderfully  pleaf- 
ed,  and  indeed  is  the  only  tranfadion  of  the  aftembJy  that  I 
temember  to  have  known  him  ever  pleafed  with  ;  but  in  tfah, 
no  fwcet  without  feme  bitter  ;  the  extravagant  power  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  in  having  a  negative  voke  upon  the 
lower  houfe,  grieves  his  i  am  oft  fou'.,  end  ftezns  to  draw  a  thick 
cloud  over,  and  embitters  all  his  joy. 

But,  Why  is  all  this  complaint  ?  Why,  the  poor  Dr.  (for  hi* 
311  conduct,  in  publicly  counteracting  an  *xpref*  law  of  the 
colony  which  he  was  bound  to  obferve,  acd  in  taxing  the  coats- 
ters  appointed  to  count  and  fori  the  votes  of  the  freemen  oa 
the  day  of  eledien  (who  were  under  folemn  oath  faithfully  to 
discharge  their  trufi)  with  a  violation  of  their  facrsd  obligati- 
on*) w&3  by  the  upper  heufe  negatived  the  office  of  a  juftiee 
of  the  peace,  and  remained  thus  fuf penned,  'till  by  the  inter- 
pofidon  of  foms  of  his  friends,  sad  encouragements  they  gave 
of  his  reformation  and  future  g>od  behaviour,  the  Governof 
and  Council  willing  and  rewfy  to  prove  him  by  leeiiivfi,  84 
length  concurred  in  his  8ppeifi*meo?. 

The  Or,  proceeds,  and  as  a  great  advocate  for  the  free mes, 
affens  their  right  of  elading,  &c.  but  whenever  the  Governor 
or  Deputy  Governor  have  not  the  mtjofhy  of  all  the  votes  of 
the  freemen,  gho*  they  may  have  4000  mora  thstt  anyone 
other  psrfoo,  you  have  his  amnion  (inficad  of  argument)  tJUt 
it  is  beyond  all  doubt  clear,  thd  *eprcfeftra:ives  have  the  right 
to  tied  for  thrm.  Bui  as  this  ccnftru&icn  may  avenfuislly  «[•• 
ftroy  inS^ad  of  fuppori  our  moil  valuable  charier  rights,  and 
that  the  Doctor's  ipfe  dixit  may  not  be  taken  as  conduuve  upon 
fo  inteTcfting  a  fubjed,  I  feeg  leave  to  make  the  following  eb- 
/ervauoni  for  ih%  cor>*i4eraiion  of  the  candid  freemen  of  this 
eo'ony. 

7  Tfc* 
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The  charter  confliiutes  theGenm!  ARsmbly  te  ccnftft  of  a 
Governor,  or  Deputy  Governor,  and  fix  of  ihe  Afiiftants,  to 
make  feven,  and  of  the  reprefenistives  of  the  freemen  duly 
elecled  and  chofea  :  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  so 
be  elected  and  duly  chofen  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  M&y 
annually.  Put  the  6*fe,  which  is  cot  unlikely  to  happen,  that 
the  faid  Thuifday  is  fpent  jq  fertieg  and  counting  the  votes  of 
the  freemen,  which  may  be  found  in  the  whole  ;o  amount  to 
S002  votes,  of  which  there  is  4000  for  one  perfon,  the  re- 
maining votes  (cattercd  and  diviced  among  forty  others,  fo  ai 
neither  have  more  than  about  the  40th  part  of  the  number 
abovefaid  united  in  one,  and  the  affemb'y  declare  there  is  no 
choice,  and  the  afTembSy  proceed  to  cleft,  >he  fame  may  hap- 
pen with  them,  that  ux>  one  perfon  has  a  majority  cf  the  votes 
of  the  reprefentatives  prefena  'sill  the  midnight  hour  is  pail, 
and  the  colony  left  in  the  otmoft  datknefs  and  perplexity,  if 
not  difToived,  sad  have  anew  charter  to  feek : — And  what 
k?ad  of  one  at  this  prefent  day  we  fhould  obtain,  no  one  would 
be  much  at  a  Soft,  tbo'  perhapi  it  might  fuit  (he  high  flying  Dr. 
much  better  than  the  prefent.— But  if  we  are  faved  from  diffo-i 
fuuoa,  behold  his  bosftcd  right  of  the  freemen,  4000  have 
agreed  and  given  then-  fcffragei  for  one  gentleman,  but  by  the 
JVs  favoorhe  rule,  acd  by  the  f*me  meafure  of  computation 
that  three  AUinanti  with  the  Deputy  Governor  may  negative 
as  valuable  a  gentleman  as  his  own  dear  felf,  three  AifiHants 
md  the  Deputy  Governor,  with  fifty,  nay  with  fifteen  members 
of  the  lower  hcule  (as  the  charter  fixes  no  certain  number  as 
secefiary  to  meet  and  aft)  may  choofe  end  cleft  a  Governor 
or  Deputy- Governor,  or  both,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  4000 
freemen  agreed  in  one,  nay  agsinft  the  whole  body  of  the 
freemen  appearing  by  their  votes  fent  in  to  the  genera]  giTcm- 
b\yt  and  eleft  of  themfelves  both  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor over  the  head  of  all— If  this  will  fave'  the  freemen 

from  the  dinger  of  being  ruled  and  governed  by  a  fsfttoo if 

this  is  the  beaded  liberty  of  the  freemen,  I  dare  fay  they  will 
sot  thank  the  Dr.  for  this  atenoft  total  deprivation  of  their 
voice  in  ele&icg  the  principal  efftcers  in  government. 

The  nexr   rnstcer  tbac  fails  under  coniideration  in  the  Di'a. 

narrative,    is  therein  he  htfsnt  with    his  ufual  confidence,, 

'  3  hit  the  paQlfe  of  our  aljfembSy  in  electing  any  cfiicer  o| 

>  goveinmeni 
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crvernmen;  bv  bill  io  either  houfe,  which  the  other  (nay  qe- 
IX  Ts    nc'ooiiflcnt  with  the  vcy  notion  of  a /tee  eiefl  ton  of 
fh-aff-mbly,  and  is  neither  agreeable  to  the  (pint  and  mean-. 
t  TZ  el  alter,   no,  to  the  p^ife  o.  our  fifler  colome, 
Af  to  the  p»aifc  of  «w  Gfte.  colonic,,  >t  can  have  no  we  ght 

charter  is  as  different   rom  out  s  as  their  pn^ife— As  to  tne 

cXdv  of  Rhode-  ill  md,  if  their  .praa-fe  upon  their  chatter  .» 

S,  from  oar's,  it  canbe  no  more  of  an  argument  to  prove 

oar  praBife    to   be  wrong,   than  ou.  praBife  betng   dlffeeM 

f^m, heir's,  proves    them  to  be  in  the  wrong.       But    believe, 

L         ?U     -h<-  oeaceab'e  Dr.  may  he  to  adopt  the  ptaSlle 
hawever  tontl  .ne  ptaccaoic  ui         .  r  , 

ot  that  colony  in  eleatom,    he  will  hopefully  find  but  i^  in 

rSi.  to  ioin  with  him. But  as  this  colony  early  adopted  the 

Stion  t'he  Dt.  oppofes,  and  have  p-acHied  con  b.mab « 

rhe.'to  fo.  more  than   leventy   years,   will  it  not  beeiieen-cl 

«„;    bold   then  decent  from  the  modeft  Dr.  to^ffar h« 

praaifc  to  be  inconfirteut  with  the  not  .on  of  a  (tee  eka.cn 

and  contrary  to  the  ve.y    (quit  and  meaning  of  out  charter 

And  u  might  teafonably  be'expeaed  that  fome  very  weighty 

«"fo„,   anl  arguments  Ihould    have  been  offered    m  fnppott 

otfo  hold-anaffe.tion;    but  if  thole  he    has  offe.ed      .u  d 

appear  weak,    futile  and  inconclufive,    I  tmft  tne  p eop v. .1 

ft?R  remain  ea.y  and   content    in  a  praStce   o  bug  exe  «tf d 

&to  general  fatisfaaion.tho'  theDr.  has  apprehended   himlet 

to  hale  becta  in  fome  danger  thereby,  and  has  comm need  h „ 

•aimfMialhttt)  to  have  the   fame  annulled  and  [«/»de- 

Bu    whatever  might  be  epe^d    the  Dr.  ha.  been  p eafed  to 

favor  the  public  with  only  lour  objrOmns.  which are  c.i.rlta 

ilv    u  pofed  to  be  the  beft  and  mart  concluiive  K  was  in  h,5 

power  to  offer  $  en  which,  when  Gated  in  his  own  words,,  beg 

j,owei  to  en  \        ■ ,.That    the    prefent 

leave  to  make  a  tew  remarKs,  viz,,  a-..   J\,.fli<,~ 

and  long-accuftomed  ufage  of  appointing  officer,  elective 
hv  the  «ne.al  affemMy  by  bill  in  either  houle.  which  the 
other  may  negative,  fecu/es  to  the  members  o.  the  upper 
h  ■fee»-rY  P»««  »  "on<"  and  Pfcfit  which  ^e  affemb+y  has 
a  rilh.  w  confer,  and  which  the  memoes  of  that  houfe  have 
I  /efi.e  to  obtain."  •  %. «'  Italfo  fceq.e.  to  them  the  hom- 
ge >fl^ce  and  devoted'  fervices  of  all  'ho.e  who  may  a 
any'rim,  happen  t,  be  members   cf  the  alTcmbly,  who »| 
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courting  favors  or  preferments."  3^Iy.  **  It  puts  a  rod  m 
the  hand*  of  that  board,  to  cortefl:  and  chaftife  any  members 
who  fuftain  any  place  of  public  truft,  who  may  be  difpokd 
to  fpeak  their  fentimenrs  with  freedom,  and    a£t  openly    and 

frankly  conformable  thereto." -Now,  if  theDr's  objections 

are   of  faual  force    when  properly  applied,  and   the    confe- 
rences are  the  fame  with  lefpect  to  the  power  of  one  houtet 
as  to  the  orher,tben  his  arguments,  ifof  any  weight  .will  equally 
avail  to  fliew  that  the  whole  general  all  mbly  ought  not  to  ex 
e.-cife  rhe  power   of   ne^tiv'ng  any  perfon  propofed   to  them 
for  office,   nor  to  correcT:  fuch    as    luftain   any    public   truft  ; 
which  may  fully    appear  by  placing  his  cbje&ions  in  the  form 
of  an  argument,  which  to  illuftrate  and  give  its  full  and  mani- 
feft  force,   is  as  follows,  The  upper   houfe  have  a    negative  on 
the  lower   houfe  in  the  choice  of  officers,  therefore  if  fecmes 
;oihem  (i.e.  the  upper  houfe)every  place  of  honorand  profit, 
asaifj  the  homage,  influence  and  devoted  fervices  of  all  rhoie 
who  are  courting  tavors  or   preferments,  &c.     Now  pleafe  to 
turn  the  tables,  The  lower  houfe  have  a  negative  on  the  upper 
hou<e  in  the  choice  of  officers,  &c  therefore  it  fecures  to  them 
(i.e.  the  lower  houfe)  every  place  of  honor  and  profit,    as  alio 
the  homage,  influence  and  devoted  icr  vices  of  all,  Sec.  What 
then   follows  1    Why,  it  is  plain,  and  not  to  be  avoided,    the 
fame  advantage  is  given  to  both  houfes,    i.  e.  the  whole  ge- 
neral aflembly.     What  then  is  become  of  the  Dr's  fcare-crcw 
fhadaw,    that  it  fecures    to   the  members  of  the  upper  houfe 
(folely  and  exclusively. which  thcDr.  meant  to  fright  the  peo- 
ple with,  if  any  thing  )every  place  of  honor  and  profit, homage, 
devoted  fervices,  &c.  Sec.   every  man   in  the  exercife    of  his 
leafon  may  judge.     And  the  fa&  is  plain,  that  no  perfon  can 
be  duly  elected  into  office,  nor  when  ele&ed,  difplaced,  ueiefi 
by  a  m.ijor  vote  of  both  houfes,  i.  e.  a  raajorityof  the  whole 
affembly  ;   and  fiace  the  aflemblyis  divided  into  two  houfes, 
and  they  are  boch  neceflary  to  conftitute  the  general  aiTembly, 
there  cannot    be   properiy   a    majoriry  of   the  alTembly  in  the 
choice  of  an  officer,  but  when  there  is  a  majority  of  both  hou- 
fes.    But  the  rod  contained  in  the  3d  objection,  fcems  to  fill 
the  timid  Do&or  with  the  utmoft-  dread,  as  it  may  be  a  rod 
of  correction  and  chaftifement,  &c  and  in  this,    as  well  as  in 
his  concluding  inference,    if  it  was  not  that  the  Dr.  appears  to 
be  under  forae thing  of  a  panic,!  fliould  reslly  feat  he  defigned 


to 
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fo  irapcfe  upon  the  public  ;  bur  1  am  determined  to  hold 
charity  for  him  (in  his  narrative)  as  long  as  poflible.  What 
does  the  D.-«  mean  to  reprefem  by  the  iod  in  the  hands  of 
the  upper  board  to  correS  and  chaftife  any  member  who  furtain 
any  piace  of  public  truft  1  and  where  he  fays,  that  their  power 
of  negativing^  extends  to  all  officer?  elected  by  the  sfletnbSyj 
when  fefc  in  contraft  with  the  power  of  a  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  M*(fachu(etts  Bay,  who  cannot  negative  a  fingle 
juftice  of  the  peace  when  once  appointed,  even  for  male  ad- 
miniftration  ?  Does  he  not  plainly  mean  (if  anything)  fo 
intimate  to  the  public,  that  the  governor  and  council  of  this 
colony  may  difplace  and  difmifs  from  office  ?  tor  in  both  it 
implies  to  affc&thofc  in  office,  and  not  thofe  only  who  are 
propofed  for  office. 

But  to  c»nfider  this  rod  of  correction  a  little  farther— Tho 
na    one  can  be  fappofed  to  be  pleafed  with  the  exercite  of  it 
upon  hrmfeif,  yet  all  will  agree  that  it  fhould  be  placed  in  lorn* 
proper  hands  for  the   due  exercife  of  it  when  a  juft  occafipn 
offers  and  requires.— And  whoever  are  or  m3y  be  inveftcd  with 
that  power,   have  alio    the   power,    tho*   not   the  right,  of? 
abufiog  that  power  :    Bit  a  few  refections  on  the  rrue  ftate  of 
the  cafe,   I  believe  wiii  fatisfy   the  freemen  of   this  colony, 
that  they  have  as  great    a  fecurity    againft  the  abufe  of  that 
power  in  the  method  hitherto  pra&ifed,  as  in  any   that  can 
fee  deviled.    At  prefent  no  one  in  office  can  be  difplaced,  but 
by  a  concurrence  of  both  houfes  ;   and  when  a  perfon   is  no- 
minated for  an  office,  b  >th  houfes  rauft  concur  5   if  negatived 
hi  either  houfe,  the  other  may  move  for  a  committee  to  hear 
and   report  the  reafons  of  the  deffenting   houfe,  which  gives 
lime  for  a  more  lull  confederation,  as  well  as  the  advantages 
of  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  obje&ions  againft  the  per- 
loo  nominated,   which  ordinarily  would  not  happen  in  a  pro- 
Aiifcuous  vote  of  both  houfes  together,  as  is  raanifeft  in  the 
prefeac  method  praBifed  by  the  lower  houfe,  for  until  the  vate 
called  for,  it  would  not  be  known  who  would  be  nominated, 
cfpectally  of  fuch  who  had  not  been  in  r.fiice  before  ;  and  as 
one  Quarter  part  of  the  affernbly  are  generally   unacquainted 
with  the  perfoq  propofed,  or  with  his  qualifications,  give  their 
voice  of  courfe  for  the  perfon  nominated .°  Bur  upon  the  who  e, 
what  greater  fecurity  aad  iafety  can  there  be  to  the  people, 
wbca  it  it  coofidered  that  the  upper  haafs  cannot  fecuie  any 
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oriice  to  thetnfelves  fo  long  as  the  lower  houfe  have  the  power 
©i  a   negative   check  upon  them  ;    which  no  doubt  iecurcs  to 
the  lower  houfc  a   proper   influence  upon    :heir  conducl — But 
when  it  h  further  considered,  that  every  member  of  the  upper 
house  are  dependent  upon  the  freeman  of  the  colony  for  their 
own  exiftence,  as  fuch,  every  year,   and  the  member!  of  the 
lower   houie   twice  in  a  year  whereby   they   are   conftantly 
depended  upon  the  people,  who  have  the  difcretionary  power 
o;  exacting  the  rod  or  corre£rion,&c.  over  the  whole,  which 
at  ail  times  muft  fecure  the  people  agamft  a  wanton,    partial 
abufe  of  the  power  with  which  they  are  inverted  .*  So  that  in 
fa&,  there  can  be  no  danger  to  thofe  who  do  well,  but  to  the 
evil  doer  only.— By  whom  then  is  this  power  of  cxercifing  the 
rod  to  be  dreaded  ?    By  thofe  who  are  honcftly  difpofed  to, 
and  with  candor  and  freedom  do  offer  their  fentiments  with 
refpeft  to  thofe  matters  which  concern  the  public  weal,    and 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  tends  to  promote  the  peace,   quiet  and 
happinefs  of  the   people  ?   No,  by  no  meani— Ihe  Dr,  may 
be  challenged  to  fhew  an  inftaocc  in  which  that  terrific    rod 
has  ever  been  exescued  to  chaftife  fuch.     But  if  it  is  a  rod  of 
terror  to  the  evil  doer,  to  fuch  as  give  an  unbounded  licence  to 
that  unruly  member  the   tongue,  to  traduce    and   (lander,  to 
ridicule  and  banter  fubje£b  iacred  and  divine,to  mif  rcprefenc 
and  infult  the  legiflative  body  of  the  government  and  by  every 
fa!laeious  artifice  endeavor  to  fpread  difesid  and  contention  p 
riifittuctton,   ill-will   and  diffention  through   the  whole;  in 
fine,  to  fuch  as  exerciie  their  freedom  of  (peech  to  undefmine 
and  deftroy    our    moft  valuable    ir terefts   and  conflitational 
rights,  and  who  counteract  and  violate  thofe  laws  of  govern- 
ment they  are  bound  to  uphold  and  prcferve,  may  it  be  cxerr 
cifed   upon  inch.     Bat  the  Dr's  (hocking  conclufion,  which 
he  feems  to  imagine  muft  ft  ike  dumb,  and  filence  all  oppofiti- 
«n,and  muft  carry  with  il  a  convincing  terror  which  will  irre- 
futably force  its  way,  command  the  affent  of  all,. and  fecure  to 
htm  the  immortal  honor  of  an  entire  conqueft,   is   as  follows, 
u  To  conclude,"  (fays  the  D  .)  "  it  gives  the  governor  and 
council  of  this  colony,  if  they  fhould  be   men   of  the   fame 
temper  and  difpofition  of  Gov.  fi— d,  the  fame  power  given 
^m  by  the  explanatory  charter  of  the  Ma(^aehufef,c^.Bay»,,, 
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O  formidable  /  the  blood  begins  to  chill  in  my   veins  /  the 
frightful  Governor  B — d  /  — — But  paufe  a  little— :he  power 
is  not  the  fame  absolutely — the  Dr.  leaves  a  gleam  of  hope— - 
if  tbey/bould  be  men  9/  the  fame  temper  and  difpofitinn,  (which 
there  is  at  icaft  a  poffibility  they  never  may  be)- But  fur- 
ther, it  is  the  fame  with  a  difference — this  gives  lome  re!l?f. 
—But  let  us  examine  a  little,  and  perhaps  the  phanrom  may 
difappear,  and  oar  fears  fubfide.   Says  the  Dr.    "Governor 
B         d   can   only    negative  the  councellor?  ele&ed  by  the 
alTembly ;  but  the  power  of  negativing  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  this  colony,  extends  to  all  officers  elecled  by  the 
AlTembly. '' — But  this  is  not    true  in  fa&  ;    for  as   I  before 
©bfejved,   there  muft  be  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor,   and 
at  leaft  fix  AiTiftan fs,  with  the  Reprefentatives  from  the  ieveral 
towns,  all  eleQed  by  the  freemen,  in  order  to  conftitute   the 
General  AlTembly,  Who  then  has  a  negative    upon   them? 
But  a  governor  cf  the  province  has  a  power  to  negative  every 
officer  chofen  by   the   people  or  by  their  representatives  and 
council.     Again,  Is  a  power,  uncontroulable,   difc-etionary, 
and   on   which  the  people  or   their  reprefentatives  have  no 
check,  the  fame  with  that  wherein  they  may  have  the  ffrcng- 
cft  check  and  controul    ?  Is  the   power  of  a  governor  wholly 
independent  of  the  people  both   for  the  power  given  and  the 
continuance  of  itt  the  fame  as  the  power  of  a  governor  and 
council   dependent  upon  and  amenable  to  the  people,  and 
whofe  office  is  limited  to  one  year  only  ?    In  fine,  Is  a  power 
(in  any  juft  political  fenfe)   the  fame,  when  lodged   in  one 
ilnglc  perfon  independent  upon  the  people  whom  he  governs, 
as  a  pow?r  placed  in   numbers   dependent  upon   the    people 
over  which  this  power  is  Cxercifed  ?— If  fo,  then  the  govern- 
ment of  Rome,  when  under  the   fovereign  will   and    power 
of  an   Emperor,  was  the   fame  as   when   governed  by   the 
Senate  ;  and  an  abfolute  monarcbiai  or  defpotic,  and  a  limited 
or  mild  republican  government,  are  one  and  the  fame,  which 
is  manifeftjy  abfurd,and  all  political  diflinctions  are  at  an  end. 

I  fiiall  now  confider  the  Dr's  narrative  on  the  ftibje&offhe 

petition  of  theSufquehannah  company;— but  in  this  part  of  the 
Br*s  narrative  I  am  obliged  to  fay,  tho"  with  much  rduSancc, 

he 
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he  has  gTOily  mifreprefented  fa£b,  and  cfrcd  from  the  truths 
whether  hem  a  fet  dc-f/gn  to  irrpofe  on  the  public,  or  through 
inadvertence  and  inattention,  I  fhall  leave  the  reader  to  judge, 
but  if  ptflib'e  I  vvculd  hope  for  the  latter,  and  finceiely  re- 
commend the  mod  candic  and  favourable  conftiu&ion  en  his 
account  (in  his  behalf)  and  fhall  psoceed  in  the  fit  ft  place  to 
ppint  out  rhofr  manifeft  errors  v>  rich  unhappily  are  inter- 
fperfed  in  the  lemaining  part  of  the  Dr's  narrative,  and  then 
confider  the  reafoni  and  objections  offered  agaicft  that  petition 
as  ir  now  lies  before  the  affemblyi 

The  fiift,  and  moil  capital  error,  and  which  if  the  Dr.  hsd 
avoided  would  have  faved  him  much  labour  and  trouble,  is, 
that  the  memorial  of  the  Su'quehannah  Company,  under  the 
condd  cation  of  the  siTembJy  in  May  lzfl,  was  praying  for  a 
deed  of  leafe  and  releafe  to  the  faid  company,  fcr  a  large 
trafcl:  of  land,  &c.  which  is  notoiicufly  and  materially  falJe., 
The  memorial  preferred  to  the  general  affcmbly  at  their  ad- 
jouin'd  ftffions  in  January  hit,  was  for  a  transfer  of  the  go- 
vernment's right  tothofe  lands.by  a  deed  cf  leafe  and  releafe, 
or  in  any  other  way  o'  manner  the  sfTembly  fhould  think 
proper,  fo  as  not  to  involve  the  colony  in  any  difficulty  or 
cxpeuce  ;  which  was  negatived  by  the  lower  houfe,  and 
granred  by  the  upper  houfe  .-—but  as  many  objeaiens  were 
ofhred  againft  that  mode  or  form  of  conveyance,  and  as  k 
was  a  form  not  ufual  in  this  colony,  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  legal  operation  of  it  ;  and  others,  (iho*  without  any 
juft  foundation)  intimating  that  it  would  carry  with  it,  and 
imply  a  warrantee  horr>  the  government,  it  was  no  further 
moved  by  thofe  concerned,  but  another  was  immediately 
prepared  (which  is  that  now  ueder  consideration)  oniy  praying 
tor  a  grant,  or  a  releafe  and  quit  claim  of  the  colony  Vright  to 
thofe  lands,  which  was  preferred  to  the  fame  aTembly,  and 
continued  to  May  feffions,  and  which  may  appear  bv  the 
memorial  now  on  file,  and  which  was  done  only  with  a  view 
to  avoid  the  obj.aicns  made  againft  a  leafe  and  releafe  as 
above  mentirned,  and  the  prejudices  that  had  obtained  there- 
on, i  he  Dr.  was  a  member  of  the  EfTembly  in  May,  heard  ' 
or  might  hsve  hea.d  that  petition  read,  it  was  long  under 
consideration  ;  befide,  the  D  r.  undertook  (the'  ex  r ffickO  ro 
become  journalift  foj  the  affembly  at  that  lime  ,--hov/  then 

the 
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the  Dr.  fh'Hild  make  fc  great  a  miftake  to  To  anaterial  a  fact 
£  leave  him  to  account. 

The  next  error,  (cho*  not  fo  material')  as  I  fhall  take  them 
in  their  order,  and  of  which  he  may  be  convinced  from  his 
own  publications,  is  in  p,  17.  wherein  he  lay*,  "  when  the 
memorial  wasnegativ'd  but  by  three  voices  in  the  lowei  houf* 
he  looked  upon  the  matter  fafe,  rili  after  that  his  anxiety  was 
increafed  when  he  wa«  told,  the  honorable  board  at  the  ad- 
journed aflembly  in  Jinuary  iaft,  had  unanimouily  granted 
the  fame  memofial,  or  one  of  the  lame  import  ;  as  he  had 
never  heard  till  then  fuch  a  memorial  had  been  preferred  to 
ihe  p'eceeding  asTerobly."  I  would  aft  that  gentleman,  if  he 
had  not  before  that  time,  known  that  a  memorial  had  been 
preferred  to  the  preceeding  affembly,  and  which  cajr.e  ccnri» 
nued  ^ver  to  May  feffions  1  how  he  could,  weeks  before  the 
May  feflnns,  fend  to  a  genrleman  to  come  prepared  tff  tie 
vfltmbly,  and  that  be  meant  not  t§  take  nsr  give  quarter  ;  and 
which  rhe  D  .  a'tcrward  declared  and  pubiifhed,  that  in  thofe 
exprefEons  hi>  piincipal  deilgn  and  aim  was  againft  the  Saf- 
quchannah  petition,  which  if  what  he  fays  before  is  t*ue,  he 
never  could  kn«w  was  Iving  before  May  affembly  rill  after  he 
came  there  I—Quixotijin  ts  ptrfeBitn  ;—he  would  combat  a 
lhadow,  a  mcer  hon-eotity,  and  neither  give  nor  take  quarter. 

The  next  error  that  occurs  is  in  the  pioteft,  which  he  fays 
was  drawn  up  to  lodge  in  the  lower  houfe,  in  ciCc  the  memo- 
rial fhou!d  be  granred,  and  which  he  avers  contains  the  fenti- 
ments  of  hofe  in  the  oppofition.*  but  as  1  cannot  find  any 
one  but  himlelf  who  knew  of  any  inch  proteft  being  drawn 
up,  I  therefore  muft  confi  ier  thefa&s  ailerted  in  that  p  o>eff, 
and  a*  mentioned  in  the  Doctor's  narrative,  and  the  objections 
th  tein  contamed,  as  his  own  produ&tonj  and  or  which  be 
ou^ht  to  receive  the  fole  and  undivided  honcur  the  merit  of 
it  juftly  claim?. 

And  wherein  he  fays,   That  the  Surquchsnnah  company 

have  voted  to  admit  the  Paxton  men,  makcontents  of  Penn- 

fylvaria,   which  is  not  true,  and  for  which   I  appeal  to  the 

I    of    he  company,  wherein   every   vote  is  entered  at 

5  behMe,  it  can  be  proved,  that  upon  the  D/s  enquiry  at 

a*  to  the  truth  of  fuch  a  vote,  he  was  told  by  a 

petfon,  of  whole  credit  he  had  bo  icafon  to  doubt,  that  no 

faeh  vote  had  paffedo  H*m» 


Again,  in  pa.  x^ta,  the  Dod.  fa>*i,  V  the  pstmoaers  *fk  for 
nothing  bat  a  dead  ef  leafe  and  releafe  M  Aafwer,  ncr  for 
that.  How  can  the  Dc.a.  exeufc  hiir.fetf  fer  repeating  that 
tlTeition,  and  publifhiRg  of  it  to  the  world  ?  when,  as  was 
before  cbferved,  the  contrary  is  manifeft  ;  and  which  may 
appear  by  the  memoriil  itfelf  in  the  file*  of  the  afTembly. 
Again,  in  pag.  2§.  in  giving  hi?  account  of  the  ptoctcdings  of 
the  Su^qaehaenah  ccropt-ny,(viz.)  "that  in  the  year  1755, they 
applied  to  the  general  afcrably  for  the  right  of  this  colony  to 
the  lands  pray'd  for,  and  that  the  siTsmbiy  at  that  time  wifely 
avoided  doing  any  more  than  reccmmicdirg  the  purchaser*  to 
the  royal  favour,"  when  in  fact  they  did  not  apply  for  the 
right  cf  the  colony,  but  only  for  their  confent,  if  it  fhould  bs 
his  smjefty's  pleafure  to  grant  and  incorporate  them,  &c.  to 
which  they  ligmfied  their  full  confent ;  and  alfo  recommended 
ahem  to  the  royal  favour ;  approving  of  their  Indian  purchafe, 

In  his  further  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  faid  cam- 
piny,  from  p.  26.  to  p.  30,  of  his  narrative,  it  is  mar  if  eft  he 
propofed  no  advantageous  light  to  the  public  therein,  that  ia 
any  meafure  affected  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  but  only  a  little 
low,  mean,  and  invidious  fcurrility,  which  deferves  no  aciwer, 
and  on  which  I  ftull  only  fay,  by  faife  reprefentations,  and 
omifiions  of  part,  which  was  nectffary  to  give  a  true  and  jaft 
idea  of  thofe  trsris&ions  he  therein  refers  to,  the  reader  ia 
deceived  and  \e&6  into  an  underftanding  of  thofe  matters  effen- 
tially  different  from  the  truth  ;  as  may  appear  (for  the  moft  of 
them)  from  the  records  of  faid  company,  and  for  the  remain* 
der  he  had  the  means  cf  knowing  to  the  contrary,  if  he  had 
impartially  kept  them  in  memory.  In  the  clcfe  of  his  narra- 
tive, giving  an  account  of  the  fallaiies  allowed  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Deputy  Governor,  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  end 
and  rieiign  in  railing  of  them,  in  cenf-rquence  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  his  letter,  in  order  to  (how  away  in  Great-Britain,  is 
mcfi  unaccountable,  wild,  and  imaginary,  and  which  I  dare 
fay  never  entred  into  the  thought  of  any  perfon  in  the  colony 
but  himfelf,  much  kfs  to  become  a  motive  of  their  acting 
therein  :  but  however  the  Dr.  may  be  indulged  in  a  flight  of 
Pagination,  why  will  fee  endeavour  to  fix  in  the  minds  of  the 

people, 
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people,  that  she  prefent  fsJary  of  the  Deputy- Governor  is 
equal  to  the  falsrv  of  the  Governor  at  ih?  commencement  of 
the  Jiil  *?sr,  when  fie  falary  of  the  Governor  at  than  time, 
was  £.132,  sad  the  prefent  fa'sry  of  Deputy  Governor  hot 
£  100.  Is  here  any  prefent  danger  of  railing  thcis  falaiicc  ? 
v.:j;>  tten  fhc-uM  the  Dr.  found  a.)  alarm  &f  tbo'  the  prefent 
falaries  were  too  high  and  lucrative,  ur.iefs  to  make  tn  uneafi- 
nefs  among  the  people.  And  ihoAgh  he  concludes  tha?  fub- 
jeft  in  p.  34  (I  f^y  u  ia  fmccrhy)  with  language  asd  {emi- 
nent both  elegant  and  noble,  I  cannot  but  lament  that  he 
ikould  before  hand  lay  in  a  caveat,  leaft  i:  mould  make  »  juft 
itnpreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Now  in  order  to  confia'er  the  fail  weight  and  force  of  tht 
Dolor's  objections  ageinfl  the  memorial  of  the  Sufquehannth 
company,  as  contained  in  his  pro;ef*  fet  fortji  in  bis  nan  alive, 
K'i'.b  the're&fons  and  arguments  he  is  pleated  afterwards  to 
offer  in  fappert  cf  the  ferns,  I  teg  leave  jofi  to  ftase  the  fub- 
flanec  of  that  memorial  sow  lying  for  the  confederation  ar.d 
determination  of  the  General  AiFembly  :  which  is,  praying  she 
aiTembly  to  grantor  releafs  and  quit  claim  to  faid  company, 
all  their  right,  title  and  intereft  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying 
on  Safqoshaanfth  River,  within  the  iaiisuJe  of  ihis  colony.  &c. 
And  here,  as  I  prefefs  to  have  fome  knowlege  in  the  law, 
and  fomc  acquaintance  in  the  various  methods  of  transfers  tnd 
coeveyance,  end  the  legal  operation  thereof,  I  beg  leave  once 
to  siTert,  that  to  grant  or  releafe  all  ones  right,  title  and  inte- 
reft  to  a  certain  .defer ibed  tract  cf  land,  never  did,  or  ever  has 
been  adjudged,  in  cafe  or*  eviction  of  the  grantee  or  rclesfec  to 
fnbjed  the  graa*or  or  releafs r  to  make  good  the  title,  or  any 
ways  to  anfwer  over  in  damage  to  the  gremej,  &c.  uniefs  by 
an  esprefs  co  re  nan  t  they  fhail  undcrtaki  to  do  the  fame  1 
and  thzi  no  law,  approved  precedent,  or  reported  adjudged 
cafe,  can  be  produced  to  the  contrary  ;  upon  which  I  dare 
appeal  to  all  judges  snd  lawyers  in  the  colony.  But  notwith- 
standing, I  agrte  with  the  Dr.  that  evon  the  *flcmbly's  grant- 
jag  or  telcsfirg  &  1  thf  h  right  to  the  lands  pssyed  for  is  truly 
a  matter  of  grcaf  ccrfequecce.  and  ought  a  ell  to  bs  considered 
in  all  ija  conic GueTi«3  ;  bus  v*yy  different,  sad  Gf  much 

greats 
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greater  confluence  is  it,  as  the  Dr.  will  exprefs  it,  viz.  to 
grant  the  lano»,  or  g'ving  and  graining  ;hs  territory  pigyed 
*or  :  in  which  variety  of  exprtlfion  I  hope  I  may  fay  without 
offence,  the  Dr.  does  not,  nor  can  be  fuppofed  to  underfssnd 
th«  material  different  operation  of  law  upon  thcfe  different 
modes  of  cxpreffion,  as  the  latter  impHcs  a  covenant,  the 
former  not;  which  muft  upon  the  leait  reflection,  remove  his 
6ihreafon,  in  page  21ft  of  his  narrative,  and  every  other 
grounded  upon  the  foodng  of  the  colony's  giving  and  granting 
the  lands  in  queftion  :  therefore  when  he  fays, "  this  colony 
tniW  tss  eqaally  obliged  to  proieftand  defend  theSufquerannah 
proprietors  in  the  lands  prayed  for,  as  they  are  to  proteft  and 
dster.d  the  title  of  leads  within  the  limits  of  Mafon's  claim,  or 
any  other  grants  made  in  the  colony,  is  withou?'  the  icaft 
foundation,  idle,  and  is  ignorance,  iaftead  of  reifon  ;  with 
which  I  would  by  no  msana  charge  the  Dr.  if  it  «*8s  in  hi3 
own  profeflbn  :  the  fame  ignorence  is  difcovered  in  page  26th, 
treating  of  deeds  cf  lesfe  and  releafe  "  being  a  better  fecurity 
thsn  a  mere  quit  claim,  and  in  fome  cafes,  ii  not  in  all,  of 
equal  force  as  a  deed  of  warrantee,"  is  idle,  as  much  is  owing 
to  the  particular  circamftances  of  the  releafor  or  releafee  at 
the  time  of  the  releafe  made.  A  quit  claim  is  a  releafe,  and  3 
lesfe  antecedent  or  in  she  firft  part  is  principally  with  a  view 
to  the  peffeflion  of  the  leffee  for  the  releafe  to  operate  upon. 
And  as  to  a  deed  of  bargain  and  fsle,  the  force  of  the  dted  h 
neither  greater  cor  lefs  v  ith  or  without  a  covenant  of  warran- 
tee :  but  I  cannot  enlarge  here,  as  leafs  aad  releafe,  or  a  grunt 
of  a  certain  tracl  of  laodk  is  entirely  out  of  the  queflion,  in  ihs 
memorial   referred  to.—- 

But  I  (hall  proceed  to  coufider  the  other  reafons  and  argu- 
ments againti  the  expediency  of  the  iftcmbly  granting  the 
memori&l ;  and  conclude  with  my  obfervations  upon  the  true 
confirmation  and  extent  of  our  charter,  as  to  the  lands  therein 
granted  and  confirmed  to  the  colony. 

The  7th  reaion  in  the  protsft,  viz.  That  the  encouragement 
or*  fuch  a  fctilement  may  prove  ruinous  to  this  colony,  by  she 
emigration  of  its  inhabitants,  &c.  I  confider  as  having  real 
weight  (too'  much  aggravated  in  it3  ii ightftfl  confgqueatep,  as 

in 
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in  page  23d.  "  Increafmg  oar  axes,  Itfiesing  the  value  of 
our  lands,  miking  a   great  draft  o?  men  and  money,  towns 
depopulated,  &c.  but  what  feem'd  to  lie  near*  ft  the  hi&tt  of 
our  clergy  loving  Do&or .  is,  our  clergy,  alas !  our  poor  clergy 
will  be  impoveriih'd  I     While  I  wai  reading  this,  I  could  cot 
bet  feci  for  the  pitiful   Do&or,  and  me  thought  I  f*w  she 
cryBal  tear  Mealing  down  his  embrowaed   check.      But  to 
proceed,  has  not  the  fame  obja&ion  been,  and  always  mhy  be 
agaiaft  any  emigrations,  or  new  feittemgnis  btiag  raa~'e  ;  if  fo, 
does  it  not  prove  too  much  2  would  n&t  America  have  been 
Sill  a  wild  uncultivated  defer.  :  had  not  our  fore  fathers  h  d 
this  fpirit  of  emigration,  wouid  not  this,  now  a  land  of  gcipel 
light,  flourishing  in  arts   afed  fcieece,  remained  in  m.dnlg^ 
elarknef*  ?  and  thinly  populated  with  artlefs  fav*gc»  !  rvill  noi 
the  fame  reafohs  and  argument  hold  good,  aed  with  more 
force,  as  to   the   greaser  part  of  the  colonies  upan  ihe  conti- 
nent ?   are  no*  the  ia«ds  mote  taken  up  and  aheaay  divided 
into  fmailer  quantities  in   this  than  in   any  colony    upon  ihe 
continent  ?  perhaps  fcarce  ten  land  holders  in  the  colony  who 
own  1000  acres  each,  but  few  200,  and  thousands  none  **  *H» 
with  growing  and  iacreafing  families,  muri  they  all  be  confined 
wirhinthe  Dr's  contra&ed  limits  of  this  colony,  (obliged  to 
labour  at  any   price   the  land  owner  will  pleale  to  give,  Of 
ftarve,  or  worfe,  compelled  to  ea*  the  beef  the  kind  Do&or 
wrote  for,  $0  a  gentleman  wcflward,  not  long  fiece,  no  matttr 
if  poor,  fays  the  Doctor,  it  it /or  my  workman)      No,  they  will 
emigrate  in  fearch  of  laads,  they  have  a  right,  providence 
plainly  points  it  out  by  this  emizing  Bill  uninhabited  continent, 
and  they   will,  and   ought   to  enjoy  that  right,  alihough  the 
confluence  mould  be  that  all  the  pelii'cggisg  lawyers,  quack- 
d©&o?s,    horfe  jockies,    unprofitable   mop  keepers,  &c.   &c, 
ftonld  be  reduced  to  the  plough.;  which  wouid  leave  as  muca 
health,  juBice,  and  wealth  to  be  eepyed  as  at  prefsnt.     (Hroft 
I  (hall 'not  be  underftood  to  refi*&  upon  the  profeCoa  of  law 
or  phyfic,  nor  the  many  valuable  gsntlen  en  in  each,  the  Dt, 
in  particular,  whom  I  efteem  is  his  profeffion):     Again,  if  the 
grant  in    our  charter  extends  *o  cover  thole  weftern  lands, 
was  it  to  be  held  as  a  corporate  tfkat««  or  was  it  Rot  in  truft 

foe 
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for  the  inhabitants  of  tkt  colony,  id  be  diftribated  and  trani- 
mined  to  them  and  their  posterity,  with  all  the  privileges 
annexed  to  it  :  And  was  it  not  the  Royal  Intention  in  grant- 
ing, as  well  is  the  free  profeflion  of  our  fore  fathers  in  re- 
ceiving, to  win  over,  and  invite  the  natives  of  the  country 
to  thekaowlege  of  the  true  Gad,  and  of  the  chriftian  faith  ? 

Will  it  anfwer  that  intention  and  profeflion  to  fuffer  a  great 
part  of  the  granted  territory  to  be  fettled  by  lawlefs  tranfports; 
and  others  vile  and  ignorant,  and  who  neither  erect  houtes 
of  public  worfhip  nor  fchools  for  education,  who  neither: 
invite  cor  encourage  the  miniftera  of  the  gofpel,  and  are 
as  remote  from  the  found  thereof  as  the  natives  themfelves  I 
As  to  the  danger  of  an  Indian  war  and  the  diftrefa  that  mar 
attend  the  fettlers,  in  cafe  that  mould  happen,  and  which  £ 
own  is  not  improbable  may  happen,  it  is  no  more  than  haa 
attended  our  frontiers  more  of  lefs,  ever  fince  the  firft  fettle- 
tnent  of  this  country  ;  and  if  the  Doctor's  argument  was  to 
have  taken  place,  we  (hould  to  this  day  have  remained  a 
frontier,  and  expofed  to  all  the  dreadfuls  that  msy  in  this  cafe 
happen.  But  I  trull  thole  who  own  a  Providence,  and  will 
take  a  retrofpefltive  view,  how  remarkably  it  has  interpofed  for 
our  defence  and  fupport  (in  which  is  plainly  pointed  out  to 
every  obfcrver  the  wifcdefigns  therein,  in  peopling  and  fpread- 
ing  the  gofpel  in  this  viA  wildemefs)  will  not  diftruft  the  kind 
ioterpofitions  of  divine  Providence  in  their  behalf,  without  de- 
termining which,  or  whether  all  the  Colonies  will  be  made  the 
inftrumtnti  of  their  fupport  and  defence.  But  the  Dr.  further 
Urges,  that  the  ftrong  connexions  of  blood,  and  the  facred  ties 
of  fri&nd&ip,  will  neccftril/  drag  this  colony  into  the  txpence 
of  maintaining  troops  for  their  dtpport.  To  which  I  anfwer 
in  the  Dr's  owa  words  in  reafon  6th,  in  the  proteft,  (viz  )  By 
their  local  bounds, they  cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  form' 
of  government  prescribed  by  our  charger,  nor  contribute  to 
the  expences  of  this  government.  Now  if  they  aie  fo  far 
diftant  from  this  colony  as  they  cannot  be  comprehended  in 
it,  nor  contribute  to  its  expenee,  this  colony  is  juft  as  far  frsm 
them,  confcquejvtly  they  (the  colony)  cannot  contribute  to  the 

expanse  isd  fupport  of  them. The  Dr.  foil  further  obfervee 
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id  part  of  his  6th  reafoB,**'  thtt  their  trade  mnft  inure  to  the 
Emolument  of  the  capital  of  Pcnnfylvania,  with  whom  thiagjani 
will  inevitably  involve  thii  government  in  a  controverfy  dan- 
gerous in  its  confluences."      What    controversy  ?     It  will 
involve  us  with  the  capital  of  Pennfytvania  !   I  cannot  com- 
prehend it-we  (hall  conduce  to  their  emolument,  and    yet 
it  will   involve  us  in  a  controverfy    with  them      This  is  a 
violence  to  humane  nature,  and  contrary  to  all  policy  ! 
'     Such   a  grantor  releafe  as  is  prayed  for,  I. have   before 
Jhewn,  1-iyi  no  legal    tye  or    obligation    apon  the   colony. 
In  addition  to,    and   further   to    inforce    that    part   of   bis 
6th  reafouin  page  25th,  he  raifes  a  mighty  bugbear,  tending 
more  to  frighten  than  convince  :  a  jumbled  mixture  indeed  j 
f*  This  colony  will   be    depopulated,   and  all  driven   back 
again  by   the  Indians,  then,  acquire  fettlements,  and  become 
tributary  to  Penn,  the   poffe  comitatus,  (the  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania; dragooning  into  a   compliance,   by   his  Mtjsfty  a 
regular  troops,    which   has  been   honorably    done    oefore, 
Without  the  trouble  of  a  hw-fuit,    which    will   be  carried 
©n    without  applying  in   forma  pauperis,    and  which  fuit.  to 
crown  all,  will  end  in  a  Mafon  controverfy,  coft  thou(ands, 
atjdno  fait  at  all:  Wonderful   !— but  the   confluences,   in 
*>age  23d,  are  Rill  mars  frightful  :  ?  our  wealthieft  farmers 
impoverifhad,  car  lands  appear  like  the  field  of  the  fluggard, 
many  comfortable  houfes  afelefi,  uslefs  for  fuel,  without  inha- 
bitant, federal  adjoining  tenements  in  the  centre  of  a  town, 
which  fopperted  Several  families  thrown  up  to  grazing,  lifts 
■leflening,  taxes  arifmg,  clergy  ftanriog  ;  be  affured  (fays  the  Dr.) 
this    is  no  chimera,  the    daily    depopulation  is  before  my 
eyes-"  but   foroe   relief,— it   will  be   the  confrqaence  only 
in  a  greater  or  !efs    degree-Ism  thankful  it  may  be  then 
la  the  leffer  degree.  f 

Let  us  fappofe  for  once  on  the  other  fide,  that  bow- 
^rations  are  to  happen,  our  wealthieft  farmers  engrofling 
all  the  lands,  the  poor  lving  in  the  ftreets,  fttreieg  for 
want  of  esnoloymeoj,  Iordfhips,  tenants,  and  flaves,  horie- 
betft  potatoes  and  wooden  fhoes  ;  our  clergy  over  grown, 
fcifhops,  arth-bilhops^iidmewopolittM!  whs^a figure  muft 


car  towns  and  focietics  make,  when,  inftead  of  containing 
"fields  for  grazing"  there  fhould  not  only  houfe  join  to 
fcotfe,  but  one  houfe  be  erected  upon  the  top  of  another, 
and  ail  filled  with  inhabitants,  till  the  upper  lofts  tumble) 
down,  and  dam  them  ia  pieces,  and  the  lower  buried  in 
the  ruins!——"  You  will  ceafe  to  wonder  thefe  things 
make  fuch  an  impreifion  on  my  mind,  when  I  tell  you  £ 
have  the  daily  population  and  increafe  be  ore  mine  eyes  ; 
this  if,  my  friend,  no  chimera  ;  this  will  in  a  greater  or 
lei's  degree  be  the  confequence  to  us  who  remain  behind. " 
For  I  have  heard  that  a  bifhop  is  like  to  come,  and  I 
have  already  feen,  dear  Doclor,  two  houfes  join  together 
in  one  town,  and  two  3  ftory  houfes  in  another  town  in 
this  colony   already. 

Thus  have  I  endeavored  to  anfwer  the  D odious  reafons, 
grounded  upon  the  inconvenience  that  might  attend  the 
rarmorial's  being  granted,  according  to  their  nature,  import 
and  tendency,  fo  far  as  I  was  able  in  the  fhort  time  I 
had  in  a   few   intervals  from   bufinefs. 

I  now  proceed  to  confider  the  true  meaning  and  coa- 
ftru&ion  of  our  charter,  with  refpeft  to  the  limits  and 
extent  of  the  lands  therein  faid  to  be  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  this  colony  ;  and  although  the  granting  cr  re- 
Jeafirg  the  Sufquehannah  lands  as  prayed  for,  by  no  means 
neceffarily  fuppofe3  the  colony  to  have  a  clear  and  indu- 
bitable right  to  them  ;  yet  it  would  be  attended  no  doubt 
Vrhh  ill  conferences  to  the  memoiialifts  if  it  fhould  prove 
the  contrary.  And  in  order  more  fully  to  underftand  our 
charier,  it  will  not  be  amifs  juft  to  date  the  title  the  co- 
lony had  in  confederation  of  large  funis  advanced  therefor, 

antecedent  to     their  confirmation  by  charter. In  the  firS 

place,  the  fufcjecls  of  the  crown  of  England,  under  coun 
tenance  of  the  crown,  having  before  the  year  1606,  dif- 
cevcred,  and  in  behalf  of  the  crown  entered  and  taken 
poffefiion  of  that  part  of  America,  now  called  New- England 9 
and  both  northward  and  fouthward  of  it.  King  James  I. 
in  the  year  160$,  granted  the  continent  of  America  from 
34.  to  45  degress  north  latitude,  which  hs  divided  into  two 

colonies. 
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colonies,  viz.  the  foutbern,  or  Virginia,  to  certain  merchant^ 
&c.  in  Lendon;  tnd  the  northtrn,  or  New  England,  to 
certain  merchants  aid  others  of  Plymouth,  who  were  in- 
corporated and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Council  of 
New  England,  eftablilhid  at  Plimoeth.  The  Earl  of  Warwick 
having  obtained  from  that  council  a  grant  of  the  fea 
coaft  from  Narraganfet  River  to  the  foulhweft  40  leagues, 
to  keep  the  breadth  to  the  South- Sea,  and  car  firmed  by 
King  Charlei  I,  he  by  his  deed  bearing  date  March  162 2 
granted  to  L6rd  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  Lord  Rich, 
and  their  heirs  and  affigns,  and  their  aftactates  forever,  all 
that  part  of  New  England  in  America,  which  lies  and 
extends  itfelf  from  a  river  there  called  Narraganfet  River, 
the  fpace  of  40  leagues  in  a  ftraight  line  near  the  fe« 
fhore  towards  the  fouth  weft  and  by  fouth,  or  weft  as  the 
coaft  Heth  towards  Virginia  ;  and  alio  al!  and  Gngular  the 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  and  being  within 
the  lands  aforefaid  north  and  foeth  in  latitude  and  brt adth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforefaid  throughout  the  main  land  to  tba  South  fee.— 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Rich,  Sec.  by  their  agent  Mr.  Fenwickp 
in  December  1644  fold,  and  for  a  large  fum  of  money 
jffigced  to  the  people  of  Connecticut  all  the  (aid  grantee's 
right  within  their  grant. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  count  upon  the  grant  and  con- 
firmation of  thofe  lands  by  our  charter.  King  Charles  II. 
by  his  letters  patent  bearing  date  the  13d  day  of  ApriJ 
1662,  was  pieafed  to  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  Governor, 
sad  Company  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  the  lands  afore- 
faid. The  preamble  of  the  letters  patent  or  charter  feta 
forth,  that  by  the  /everal  di/coveries  and  fucceftful  pUntationt 
of  divers  of  the  fubjeSs  of  the  realm  of  Er.gland%  /enteral 
lands,  colonies  and  plantations  bad  been  obtatntd  and  Jettled 
in  that  part  of  America  called  New  England,  &C  And  that 
the  King  bad  been  informed  by  the  bumble  petition  of  fundry 
trufy  and  well  beloved  fubjtSs  inter efied  in  the  colony  or  plan- 
tation of  Canm8icutt  that  (be  fame  colony,  or  tbe  greatefi 
part  tburtof  was  purcbafed  and  obtained  fur  great   and  va- 
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luable  confederations,  &c.       After   incorporating  them,    and 
conflituiing   the  form  of  government,  was  plaaied   to  give, 
grant  and  confirm  to  the  Governor  and  Company,  &c>   ait 
that   fart  of  New  England  in  America,   bsunded   on   tbe   eafi 
by  Narraganfet  River,  commonly  called  Narragan/et  Bay,  where 
tbe  /aid  river  fallttb  into  tbe  ft  a  ;   and  **  the  North,  by  the 
line  of  tbe    Mcffacbujetts  colony  ;   and  on    the   South,   by    the 
fea  ;    nnd  in  longitude  at   the   line  of  the  Mafacbujstts  colony, 
that  it  to  fay,  from  tbe  /aid  Narraganfet  Bay  on  the  Eafi,   t» 
the  South  Sea  on   tbe  Weft  part,  *t  itb  the  ifiemoU  thereto  adjoin- 
ing,  together  with   all  firm  lands,    havens,  ports^   waters,  and 
all  and  fingular  commodities  jurifdifiions,  privileges*  francbifes, 
hereditaments  txhaifoever   within  the  /aid  traS,  bounds,  lands  , 
and  ifiandt    a/ore/aid,    or   to   them  or  any  of  thm   behngingi 
Clofing   with   a  nonobftante,  that  the/e   letters  patents  Jb alt 
he  firm,    good    and  effeSual   in   law,      to  all  intents,      con? 
fir  unions  and  pvrpojts  wbat/bever,  and  fball  be   conflrutd  re~ 
futed  and  adjudged    mofi   favorable    on   behalf   and  for  tbt 
hefi  benefit  and   behoof    of  tbe  /aid  Governor    and  Company t. 
although  expreft  mention  of  any  other  gifts   or  grants  hereto- 
fore made  to   tbe  /aid  Governor   and  Company  is  not   Vt«de,  or 
any  flatute,  ordinance,  provi/ion   or  rtftriSion   heretofore   hadt    , 
made,  &c.    or  any  other  matter,  cauje  or   thing  wh^tjoever  f 
tbt  contrary   thereof  in  any  ivi/e  netveitbfianiiug. 

Now,  does  there  remain  any  doabt  at  to  the  true  mean- 
ing and  extent  of  the  grant  ?  The  charter  confirms  and 
illuftrates  the  conftracuoo  given  of  the  grant  frem  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  with  refpeft  to  the  northern  extension.-—— 
The  charter,  it  is  plain,  is  predicated  on  s  prior  purchafo 
made  by  the  Colony,  which  doubdefs  refers  to  the  purchafa 
made  from  and  ender  the  Earl  of  Warwick  ;  in  bounds  north 
by  the  line  of  the  Maffachafetts  plantation,  and  in  longitude? 
as  the  line  of  the  Mafiachofctts  colony,  running  from  eaft 
to  *  eft,  i.e.  that  it  extends  on  the  north  line  as  far  weft 
as  the  line  of  the  Maifachufetts  colony,  Which  by  their 
&rft  charier,  then  in  being  and  of  force,  extended  to  the 
South  Sea,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  fea  (and  in  the  whole 
breadth)  from  the  Narragacfet  Bay  on  the  ci#,  to  the  Sooth 
"  ^  Sea 
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Sea  on  $he  weft.— — The  queftion  may  be  t&ed,  How  far 
fhtil  it  bound  upon  the  lea  ? — The  anfwe:  is  plain  even 
from  cur  charier,  So  far  and  no  farther  than  it  can  bound 
fouih  or  foutherly  ;  which  is  well  known  to  be  about  40 
leagues  from  Narragsnfet  River,  where  the  (ea  or  four,d  takes 
a  turn  :  If  it  was  to  follow  the  fe3  farther,  it  would  fee 
e*fl  or  easily  upon  the  fea,  wh  ch  it  contrary  bo'h  to  $he 
letter  and  intention  of  the  charter.  But  h  it  to  do?  ihere 
as  to  it*  wefter.n  sxtention  ?  No,  by  no  means— It.  is  pUia 
it  extends  ftill .  farther  we&  to  tha.. South  Sea  ;  bur  then  it  ii 
further  illaftsa  ei  by  the  gran*  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
^hich  can  leave  ne  doubt,  being  limited  on  the  eaft  by 
Narragaafe;  River,  en  the  north  by  the  fouth  line  of  the 
Maflachufesis,  which  Jztsnds  acrsfs  the  continent,  and  on 
the  foutherly  fide  by  the  fta  coaft  as  far  as  40  leagues  from 
Narraganfe?  River,  aad  being  to  continue  that  breadtn  through- 
out the  main  tend ;  thejuft  and  only  confirmation  that  can 
be  made,  is,  that  the  fame  breadth  which  that  grant  con- 
tains at  the  end  of  40  leagues,  it  is  to  held  in  Longitude 
Co  the  Souih  Sea. 

It  ii  shogerher  improbable  ihpt.t  either  t^e  pacple  of  Con- 
necticut intended  to  afk,  or  that  the  King  intendsd  to  grant 
beyond  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  grant  of  the  pur  chafe 
re/erred  to;  and  it  is  alio  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  pe- 
titioners intended  to  re-quell,  and  that  the  crown  intended 
to  gr&ut  sa  cx&nuve  as  the  limits  of  (heir  purchase  and  claims 
Were. 

Add  now. having,  as  I  flnccr'ely  Bejjeye,  fairly  gnd  im= 
partially  ftated  the  fe£h  upon  which  the  juft,  nuc  and 
i?gal  fon/JraQion  ot  car  charter  depends,  1  would  afjc„ 
ii  the  Doctor  or  his  fellow  psoteftois  had  endeavoured  to 
the  urmoft  of  their  power,  affiled  alfo  with  a  good  in- 
vention, to  have  found  and  pointed  out  every  cc-nfttu.£Uon 
that  coald  pofjGibly  be  made  upon  the  iirnits  3nd  exeniioij 
of  our  cbarrer,  but  the  true  on?,  they  could  have  more 
effectually  done  it  than  in  thole  contained  in  the  protelt 
end  narrative  ?  and  to  which  he  has  added,  that  the 
limits  of  the  grant  muft   be    undcrftowd   to    bean    either 

the 
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the  one  or  the  other,  he  has  been  p!esfed  to  pdint  ouf3 
but  can  freely  fubmit  it  to  the  public,  whether  that  which 
I  have  pointed  oot  it  not  much  more  reafonable,  juft  and 
natural  ;  but  I  beg  leave  fusther,  in  order  to  iiluftrate 
the  matter,  to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  I  ft,  zi9 
3i,  4th,  and  5th  reaforSK  the  proreft  or  narrative,  and 
the  rniftakes  ot  the  Dr.  therein.  A  very  capital  miftake 
in  his  1  ft,  is  that  wherein  he  fays,  "as  the  petitioners  at  the 
time  of  obtaining  oar  charter,  had  neither  purchafed  or 
conquered  any  lands  beyond  our.  prcfent  Jimits  ?  the  char- 
ter cannot  be  conitiued  to  extend  beyond  the  purchafei 
or  conqueft  made,  as  they  were  the  very  confederations  on 
which  the  grant  was  obtained. '0'— — It  is  plain  here  that 
the  Dr,  confines  his  ideas  to  a  purcbafe  of  the  native*, 
when  it  manifeftly  intends,  or  at  leaft  extends  to  take 
into  confideration  the  purchafe  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  &c; 
under  the  Earl  of  Warwich  .•  If  fa,  then  his  objection  fails* 
for  in  that  we  don*c  pretend  to  extend  beyond  the  Earl 
of  Warwick's  grant.—— -If  it  is  confined  ro  the  purchafe 
and  conqueft  of  the  natives,  by  his  cosftruSion  we  fhall 
iofe  a  eonfiderable  part  of  the  piefent  limits  of  the  co- 
lony he  conteads  for  ;  for  it  is  manifeft  that  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  prefeat  inhabited  colony  was  not  at 
the  time  of  our  charter  either  purchafed  or  conquered  of 
the  natives,  but  has  been  purchafed  finee :—  3ut  if  a  grant 
of  the  King  in  America  gives  the  right  of  pre  emption  of 
the  natives  to  the  grantees,  which  has  always  been  under- 
ftood  to  be  the  cafe,  it  equally  deftroys  the  Dr's  objection, 
for  that  he  owns  has  been  bona  fide  done  by  the  Sulque- 
hannah  company,  and  it  has  been  approved  by  the  colony. 

As  to  rhe  2d  and  3d,  as  I  muft  take  them  together, 
viz.  that  the  grant  in  our  charter  muft  be  confhued  to 
run  a  ftraight  line  from  the  fiift  boundary  or  ftation 
parrallei  with  the  Maffachufetts  line  to  the  South  Sea,  which 
will  exclude  great  part  of  the  lands  psayed  for,  and  will 
exclude  from  the  colony  the  towns  and  lands  upon  the 
ieacoafr,or  foutbward  of  fuch  parrallei  line,  is  abfurd;  for 
every  viord  or  fenrence  in  a  grant  fhall  avail  to  operate, 
it  it  may   be  5    and  ss  we  arc    boanded    exprefly  fcuth 

upon 
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tspon  the  fea,  ho  legal  confiru&ion  can  pmhbly  cur  u'5 
©flf  therefrom  ;  therefore,  that  we  can  hold  them  only  by 
virtue  of  the  fettlemenc  made  with  New  York,  is  only 
imaginary  and  what  never  entered  into  the  hearts  nor  tho*t 
of  the  commilS-oners  from  York  and  Connecticut  in  fettling 
our  line,  which  is  roanifeft  from  their  whole  proceeding*. 
As  to  his  other  conftru&ions,  viz,  that  if  not  as  before,  then 
out  fouth  line  muft  run  upon  the  fea,  to  the  eaftermofl 
bound  of  the  Dutch  on  the  found,  and  extending  the  fame 
eourfe,  which  wili  take  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  that  ic 
muft  mean  that  our  fouthern  bounds  is  the  fea,  continued 
to  the  Sooth  Sea,  which  will  include  all  South  America, 
is  too  abfurd  to  admit  of0a  particular  anfwer,  only  I  beg 
leave  it  may  be  obferved  that  1  have  (hewn  before,  that 
at  the  end  of  40  leagues  from  the  Narraganfct  Bay,  or  at 
an  extenfion  where  we  ceafe  to  bound  fouth  or  foutherly 
upon  the  fea,  fixes  our  breadth,  and  we  are  to  rus 
or  extend  that  breadth  and  no  wider  from  the  MaiTachu- 
fetts  line  to  the  South  Sea. 

The  Dr's  4th  argument  «%  "  As  we  have  fettled  a  line 
■with  the  coloay  ot  Rhode  Iflmd,  which  precludes  us  fome 
lands  between  the  line  fettled  and  Narraganfet  Bay,  and 
confequently  our  fettling  a  line  with  New-York  for  the 
eaftern  extenfion  of  that  province,  and  which  is  our  weft- 
ern  bounds   with  them,    confirmed    by  King  and  Council, 

muft   be   conclufive  as   to  our    bounds    weftward* This 

logic  1  believe  will  not  anfwer— Pat  the  cafe,  that  our 
charter  extended  in  the  words  of  it  eaftward  to  the  fea, 
the  colony  of  Rhode- Iflmd,  prior  to  our  charter*  had  a 
grant,  and  were  in  a&ual  pofleltion  of  what  they  now  claim* 
Now,  as  our  grant  could  take  no  effeft  a?  to  that  pare 
of  which  they  were  in  poffeflton,  and  we  had  made  a 
fettlement  with  Rhode-Ifland  as  to  their  weftern  and  our 
caftern  extent  as  to  them  ;  fhould  we  thereby  give  up  to 
them,  or  furrenier  to  the  crown,  or  any  other  perfon, 
neither  party  nor  privy  to  the  agreement,  the  lands  eaft 
of  where  Rhode- 111  and  claims?  By  no  means.— No  !aw, 
or  Shadow  of  reafon  can  be  produced  and  given  to  fup- 
port  fuch  an  opinion.     This  is  juft  the  ftate  of  the  cafe 

with 
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trith  our  fctilement  with  New-York,  only  with  this  eflfential 
difference,  that  all  and  every  fettlement  Connecticut  ever  had 
or  made  with  New-Tork,  only  refpe&ed  the  jurifdi&ion,  bue 
never  had,  nor  could  have  by  the  power  and  authority  given 
to  the  commiffionets,  any  regard  or  relation  to  the  title  or  right 
of  foil,  only  as  to  a  fmall  parr  of  the  lands  exchanged,  and 
deeds  given  ;  which  cvincesy^ftat  as  to  the  remainder,  it  only 
ireipe£t©d  jurifdi&ion,  other  wife  deeds  would  have  been  given 
for  that  alio.  But  todiicufs  that  point,  as  to  the  effe&&ope-; 
lacion  of  our  fettlementswithNew-York,any  further  at  preient, 
(tho*  much  might  b«  faid)the  prefent  urgency  of  bufinefi  and 
my  want  of  time  and  leifure  will  not  any  way  admit.  ■ 

And  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  every  one  on  that  head,  I  refer  them 
tola  certain  judicious  and  learned  manufcript(tho*  in  the  hands 
of  but  few)  wrote  by  an  Hoiorable  Gentleman  whofe  abilities 
wil\  not  be  qucftioned  by  any,  and  whofe  reafons  and  arguments 
thereon  I  believe  I  may  fay  are  unanfwerable  ;  to  which 
Gentleman  I  own  my  felt  indebted  for  the  know  lege  of  fome 
particular  fa&s,  as  well  as  judicious  obfcivations,  which  I  bavo 
taken  the  leave  to  borrow  and  uie  in  my  remarks  on  the  ex^ 
tent  of  our  charter. 

I  have  but  a  word  further  to  add,  which  is  to  the  $rh  head 
o»  reafon  in  the  proteft,  in  Narrative  p.21,  which  is,  "that  the 
eartern.  bounds  of  our  grant  doth  not  exceed  60  miles  north 
and  fouth  ;  and  that  if  our  charter  is  conftrued  to  extend  to 
the  South  Seas,  which  is  an  extent  of  more  than  30,0  miles  ; 
and  therefore  the  form  of  government  preferibed  by  charter 
cannot  be  exercifed  through  fuch  an  extent  /'—I  iuppofe  the 
gentleman  would  not  be  underftood  by  his  mentioning  the 
width  to  be  but  60  miles,  that  it  will  make  if  any  more  rhe 
difficult;  or  if  it  was  as  wide  as  it  is  long,  the  exercife  of  go- 
vernment would  be  rendered  more  facile— But  to  be  ferious, 
it  is  a  portion  which  I  believe  none  will  difpute,  that  there 
may  be  a  granrof  lands  by  the  crown  of  large  extent,  withouc 
/granting  the  jursfdi&ion  ;  in  fhorr,  that  there  is  no  neecfTary 
connexion  between  right  of  foil  and  jurifdi^rion*:  If  fo,  the 
fight  of  foil  may  pals  without  the  juriidiclton.— And  if  there 
Should  be  a  grant  of  a  large  territory  of  land,  and  the  jurifdic- 
«on  with  it,;and  which  is  not  at  all  neceffary  to  the  exiftance 
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•f  the  title,  and  after  the  fettlements  became  fo  far  extended 
as  to  make  the  exercife  of  jurifdi&ion  inconvenient,  if  the  ju- 
f ifdiciion  fhould  ceafe  or  be  void  as  to  thofe  fettlements  beyond 
where  it  can  be  exercifed  ;  yet  the  title  (which  is  entirely 
diftio&  from,  and  indepcndeni|pf  the  jurifdi&ion)  cannot 
thereby  fail  and  be  extinguifhted.**-—  When  once  lands  are 
granted,  it  is  gone  from  the  grSftor,  and  is  the  property  of  the 

grantee  ;  and  it  is  faid  the  K — g  cannot  refume  his  gfmt. 

But  the  Dnftor  fays,  "the  grant  fhall  be  conflrued  to  be  gain- 
ed by  furprixe  and  miftake,  from  a  defect  of  a  knowlege  of 
the  longtcudes  and  latitudes  of  this  continent,  at  the  time  of 
the  grant/'  Indeed  I  am  glad  to  hear  this  from  a  Do&or, 
father  than  from  a  Lawver ;  and  would  be  glad  the  DcSor 
would  afe  a  Lawyer,  if  that  is  the  cafe,  what  is  become  of  our 
whole  colony,  comprifed  in  a  grant  gained  thus  upon  a  miftake 
and  by  furprize  ?  But  this  muft  all  be  a  miftake  in  the  Do£r. 
as  to  faft  ;  the  extent  to  the  South  Sea,  and  that  it  was  far 
beyond  Miffifippi  River,  was  as  well  known  at  the  date  of  our 
charter,  as  it  is  now  ;  as  is  evidenced  both  by  hiftory  and  anci- 
ent maps,  though  the  interior  partr,  or  the  country  between* 
was  not  as  well  known  as  it  is  at  prefent.— But  whenever 
the  extent  of  jurifdi&ion  is  found  to  be  inconvenient  for  the 
purpofes  of  government,  perhaps  it  may  be  altered  by  content 
of  all  patties ;  and  if  fo,  it  will  in  no  meafure  affc&  the 
title. 

Thus  I  have  endeavored,  as  I  have  been  able,  as  far 
as  time  and  leifure  could  admit,  to  examine  and  consider 
the  fubje&  matter  of  the  Do&or's  narrative  ;  and  if  I  have 
been  fo  unhappy  as  not  to  communicate  any  light  upon 
the  argument,  yet  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I  have  fo  far 
rectified  many  errors  and  rriftakes  in  the  Do&ot's  narra- 
tive, with  the  addition  of  fome  matters  of  faft  relating 
to  the  purchafe  made  by  the  colony  antecedent  to  the 
charter,  as  may  help  to  explain  and  illuftrate  the  true 
fenfe  and  meaning  thereof,  efpeeially  as  to  the  weftern 
extent  and  limits  of  the  granr,  as  may  afford  fome  affift- 
ance  to  the  freemen  of  this  colony,  in  judging  how  far 
the  care  and  attention  of  the  colony  ought  to  be  exer- 
eifed,  it)  fecuiing  their  right  and  claim  in  thofe  weftem  lands; 
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If  fome  abler  hand  had  undertaken  in  my  flead,  and 
who  had  had  both  time  and  leifure,  they  might  have 
much  better  ferved  the  caufe  ;  much  indeed  has  been 
•mitted  that  might  juftly  have  been  (aid,  and  am  fenfible 
many  things  are  faid  which  might  as  well  have  been 
omitted ;  but  have  no  time  to  correct,  therefore  muft  fub° 
snir  it  to  the  candor  of  the  public. 

E.  D. 
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OBSERVATIONS, 

Oa  a  Pamphlet,  entitled 
REMARKS  on  Dr.  Gale's  Letter  to  J.  W.  Efq* 

Signed  E.  D. 
Of   which 

I  The   tton.  Eliphakt   Dyer 

Is  tfys  reputed  Author. 

Shewing;,  from  the  Matters  therein  contained; 
that  fuch  an  Imputation  is  h»p;hly  injurious  to 
the  Chandler  of  that  worthy  Patriot. 


By  Benjamin  Gale,  A.M. 

■— ■ —  i  —        ■  »  i      '      ■    ■"    »»p  ■    '    '      ■!■■■■  im— — — —j— ■ 

Tfo  Li3^(y  0/  rfc  Fr*//  M   f&  Birth  right  of  a  Briton,  ana* 

'i  jufth  tfltemd  the  firmeft    Bulwark  of  this  Country. 

It    hat  hen  the  Terror  of  all  hid  M'mifiers  ;  for  their  dark 
nd  dangerous  Defies,  or  their  Weaknefs,  Inability  and  Duplicity 
•jave  thut  bstn  detecled,  and /hewn  to  the  Public  generally  in  too 
Wrong  Colours  for  them  long   to    bear    up   ogainft    the  Odium  of 

Mankind.  .  ,,      , 

A  nuichd  and   corrupt   Adminidration,    mttft  naturally   rfreaa 

hit  Appeal  to  th;  World,  and  will  he  for  keeping   all  the  Meant 

>/*  Information   equally  from  the  Prince,  Par liament-and  People. 

'  N.  Bfcitcm,  No.  1. 

Syanus  IVolfey*  hurt  net  hone/I  Fluery, 
But  well  may  put  jome  Statefmen  in  a  Fury. 

POFS. 


HARTFORD*. 
Printed  by  Gntn  &  W*t[on%  near  the  Great  Bridge 


Obfervations,   &c, 

WHEN  I  was  firft  informal  a  pamphlet  wai 
publifhed,  containing  remarks  on  my  let- 
ter to  J.  IV.  Efq-,  of  which  the  Hon.  Eliphalet 
jDler,  is  the  reputed  author,  I  embraced  the  firft 
opportunity  to  obtain  it,  hoping,  from  his  well- 
Iknown  abilities  and  knowledge  of  law,  and  our 
conftitution,  as  cftablifhed  by  charter,  to  have 
Jeen  thofe  matters  I  had  but  juft  touched  upon  in 
my  letter  to  my  friend,  more  clearly  handled,  and 
fet  in  their  true  light-,  and  if  I  had  adopted  any 
principles  inconfiftent  with  law,  or  the  charter  of 
this  colony,  to  have  thereby  been  convine'd,  by 
folid  reafons,  and  conclufive  arguments  :  But  up- 
on readiag  the  fame,  I  was  foon  convine'd,  from 
the  Remarkets  defcel  of  knowledge,  both  of  law 
and  our  conftitution  as  eftablimed  by  charter,  that 
fuch  an  imputation  would  be  injurious  to  the  cha- 
racter of  that  gentleman,  who  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  have  jufter  ientiments  of  law  and  our  charter, 
as  well  as  more  refin'd  notions  of  delicacy  and  ho- 
nour, than  what  is  therein  contained.  Wherefore 
[  have  tho't  it  necefiary  to  pubiifli  thefe  obferva- 
:ions,  as  well  s&to  vindicate  the  character  of  that 
>ood  gentleman,  as  to  exculpate  myfelf  from  the 
nany  injurious  reflections,  and  grofs  mifreprcfen- 
:ations,  with  which  that  pamphlet  is  replete.  In 
io>ng  of  which  I  (hall, 

I.  Make 


%( 
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I.  Make  fome  observations  on  h>?  Remarks  on 
my  Letter,  relative  to  the  Sufquehar?nah  memori- 
al, and  the  title  which  he  fpppofes  this  colony  has 
to  thofe  lands.  .  .    , 

II.  Examine  his  fentirnents  relative  to  fome  of 
our  rnoft  cffencial  rights  aad    priviledges,  iec.ured  jj 
to  this  corporation  by  charter.  Andy 

■  III.  Endeavour  to  exculpate  rn-yfelf  from  the. 
heavy  charges,  ancl  injurious  roifrcprefentations  of  \ 
the  Remarjccr. 

The  Remarkcr  fay*,  Fol.  19,  "  J  now  proceed  :o  | 
\\  conftder  the  true   meaning,  and  con/true! ion   of  our 
"  charter  with  refpeG  to  the  limits  mid  extent  of  the 
*S  lands  therein  f aid  to  be  granted  and  confirmed  to  this  • 
colony.  — ^ — And  in  order  more  fully    to  under  Hand ' 
i  our  charter*  it  will  not  be  amifs  jufl  to  Hate,  the  ti- 
tle the  coUny  had,  in  confideration  0/  large  fums  ad-  I 
"  vane' }d  therefor,  antecedent  to  their   confirmation  by 

V-  charter."- (Then  fays)  tf  ICing  JAMES  I.  in 

?•  the  year  1606,  granted. the  continent  of  America  '1 
u.  from  34  to  45  deg.  North  latitude^  which   he  divi-  ' 
*'  ded  into  two  colonies,  viz.  the  Southern,  or  Visci  -  * 
C6  nia,  to  certain  Merchants,-  &c.   in    London,  and% 
"  the  Northern  or  N.  England,   to  certain  Mer~  ■; 
";  chants  and  others  $  Plymouth,  who  were  inc.or-  '. 
5C  porated  and  known,  by  the  name  of  the.,  council  otN 
".England   eflablifhed   at'  Plymouth.     "J he  Earl  of 
"Warwick,  having  obtained from  that   council,  a 
*'  &raiii  ofthefea  coafi  from  Nar ragan ft. river,  to  the 
fouthweft  0/4Q  leagues  to  keep   the  breadth  to    the 
"fottthfea;  and   ccntrm'd   by  King  CHARLES  I. 
**  he  by  his  deed  bearing  date    March     1631  granted 
*'  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal  Lord  Brook.,  -Lord  Rich, 
JJ  and  their  heirs  and  affigns  and  their  officiates  fore- 


c; 


(     5     ) 
ti  ver,  all  that  part  of  N.  England  in  America,  which 

K  v  lies  and  extends  itjklf,  from  a  river  .there  caWd  N#r~ 
4fc  raganfet  river  y  the /pact  0/4.0  leagues  in  a  ftraight 
44  line  near  the  jea  (bore,  towards  the  feutbweft  and  by 
*•  fouib\  or  weft  as  the  coo  ft  lietb  t  award  Virginia  j 
V  and  alfo  all  and  lingular  the  lands  md  heriditanmits 
44  wbatjoever  lyipg  and  being  wit  tin  ihc-ldnds  a  fore- 
it  fa:d  Ncrth  and  South  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and 
li  in  length  and  longitude  of  and  within  ail  the  breadth 
i;  a  fere  fa-id  throughout  the  main  land  to  the  South 
44  Sea.— —Lord  Say  and  Seal  Rich,  &c.  by  their 
44  Agent  Mr.  Fenwick  in  December  1644  fold 
44  and  fur  a  large  fum  of  money,  afiigned  to  the 
*4  people  of  Canneclicut,  all  the  fak)  grantees  .right 
4*  within  their  grant." 

As  the  law  has  not  been  the  ftudy  and  bufinefs 
of  my  life,  it  cannot  be  expected  I  treat  of  thefe 
matters  in  a  proper  forenfick  ftile,  or  with  that  ac- 
curacy I  might  have  dune  had  I  been  the  fubje& 
pf  the  fame  advantage  with  the  Hemarker  by  pro- 
tdTion,  to  whom  I  fhould  have  acknowledged  my. 
(elf  much  indebted,  had  he  told  uscxprefsiy,  whe- 
ther we  hold  our  lands  by  virtue  of  our  charter, 
or  by  tome  prior  grant ;  but  as  he  has  not  been 
pleafcd  to  be  explicit  on  this  head,  I  can  only  col- 
lect his  ibr.timentsfrom  -fume  tx  pre  (Turns  icatcered 
pp  n.nd  down  in  his  remarks  \  his  reciting  the  grant 
Kmg  James  made  to  the  Plymouth  company,  and 
the  mean  conveyance  down  to  the  people  of  Con- 
netlicut,  in  order  to  give  us  il  the  true  meaning  and 
44  conflruclion  of  our  charter  with  refpecl  to  the  limits  1 
44  and  extent  of  the  lands  (aid  to  be  convey*  d"  feems 
as  though  we  look'd  upon  the  grant  from  King 
James  as  the  original  or  foundation  title,  and  our 

charter 
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charter  (at  leaft  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  tee  of  the 
foil)  only  as  a   confirmation  or  illuftration    of  the 
firft  grant,  in  order  to  give  it  a  northern  extenfion  \ 
and  indeed  that  grant  to  theEarl  of  Warwick  from 
the  Plymouth  company,  (f  he  has  recited  it  truly) 
is  at  beft  very  uncertainly  exprefs'd,  and  perhaps 
it  may  be  a  cjueftion  whether  them  words  give?^  a- 
ny  northern  externum  or  notr  but  if  it   means  40 
^leagues  I  truft  in  fome  places  it  will  extend  quite 
through  the  province  of  tke  MafTachufetts-Bay  to 
New-Hampmireline,  which  may  ferve  to  convince 
the  Remarker  of  the  juftice  of  one  re&fon,  afEgn'd 
in  the  protcft,  viz.  that  it  was  a  grant  by  furprize, 
from  a  defect  of  knowledge  of  the    lartudes   and 
longitudes  of  this  country, at  the  time  of  the  grant? 
Or  as  it  would  have  been  better  exprefs'd,  the  King 
Was  tfecciv'd  in  his  grant,  for  which  he   is   pleas'd 
to  banter  me  very  highly  in  Fol.  26.     But  if  them 
words  do  not  give  it  a  northern    extention,   it    is 
nothing  more  than  a  mathematical  line   from  Nar- 
raganfet  to  the  ibuth  leas.     But  I  muft  afk  pardon 
of  this  gentleman  of  the  law— our  charter  cannot 
beconfidercd  as  made  for  the  confirmation  and    il- 
luftration of  that  vague,  uncertain  and    confus'd 
grant, made,  as  he  tells  us,  to  theEarl  of  Warwick^ 
by  the  Plymouth   company,  for   as   much    as    our 
charter  never  mentions   any    fuch  grant  made  to 
the  Plymouth  company,  or  his  purchafe  from  them, 
or  even  our  purchafe  from  Lord  Say,  Seal,  &c. — - 
And  upon  this  head,  I  fubmit  it  to  every    gentle- 
man, learn'd  in   the  law    to  every  freeman  of  this 
colonyt  and  to  every  man  of  common  fence,  whe- 
ther any  charter,  grant,  deed,  orotherinftrument, 
made  fortheconarmation   or  illuftration  of  a  pn~  \ 

or 


•r  charter  grant,  deed,  or  other  innrument,  muf£ 
nocfpeciaily  predicate  or  count  upon,  foch   char 
ter,  grant,  deed  or  other  inftrument,  wanting  eon^ 
firmat.on  or  illurtration,  by  fuch  inftrument  made 
tor  that  end^d  feeondly whether  petitioning  for 
and I  receding  a  fecond  charts,  grant,  or  deed  not 
predicated  or  counting    upon  a  prior  grant,  don't 
imply  a  ici.nqui&mg  all  pretence  of  claim    or 
right,  by  v,rtue  of  the  firft  or  prior  charter,  *nnt 
or  deed,  relying  folely  on  the  ,ft,  fore  I  am  the 
SS  °fthnCRf?f-hufe"S-Bay,  granted Tn    £ 
i2th  of  GEORGE  I.  confirming  and  illuftrating 
their  prior  charter,  granted  in  the  3d  of  William  § 
Mary  and  thereoy  granting  further  powers   and 
pnviledges,  fpeaally  recites,  and  counts   upon  the 
charter  firft  made,  for  the  confirmarion  and  illuf- 
trat.onof  which,  the  latter  was  granted,- therefore 

r^n'^  C°-nveKlb5r  our  cha»er.  whether  ex- 
tent of  lands,  jurifdiftion,  in  ftort  all  the  powers 
and  pnviledges  we  claim  or  exercife  by  virtu* 
thereof  muft  be  collected  from,  and  is  determina ! 

fnJ?  7a  }°W Ch*rter' and  evefy  d"™™  there- 
trom  is  dartgerous  to  the  ftate. 

f^Pin,^°U,d-it  be  allow'd'our  charter  is  only 
?i^COcnfirmjt,con,0.th5origin«,P»«hrfe  made   . 
ltZ^Vnd  \aU  &c"^Wch,by  the  wayJs  not 
g  anted!  ,f  our  charter  doth  not    truly  include 
all  the-^nds  prayed  for  by  the  Sufquehannah  pur, 

t  rS th  ?  I"*;  made  b>  thc  pb««"i  company 
to  the ^Earl  of  Warwick  will  not  operate  againft 
Mr  JWs  charter  or  grant  any  more  than  adeaa 
peice  of  paperrlhis  ,s  an  adjudged  cafe  by  com- 
rmffioners  appomted  to  fed*  the  line  between  the 


Wilde- I/and,  Aano  i74ofthc  agents  for  tnc  pro- 
vince  ■urg'cLthat  the  bounds  of  the  anticnt  colony 
of  New-Plynwuth  ought  :q  be  adjudged  their  Ik 
nrits  von  the  other  hand,the  agents  for  Rhode-  Jfland 
pleaded,  that  New -Plymouth  not  having  a  charter 
t'rom  the  crown,  Modf  IJland  charter  muft  be  the 
fole  rule  for  determining  their  bounds/and  jodg- 
m>hc  was  given  accordingly,  and  confirmed  bjr 
Kinff  and  Council,  by  which  the  towns  of  Brijlol, 
Tk^rton,  Liith >'Cmptm  Swanzeyy,and  Partington^ 
were  annexed  to  RbocLe-Ifland  (vid  Gov.  Hutchin- 
fons  hiftorjJTherdfore  it  we  cannot  claim  by  vir- 
tue of  our  charter,  it  cannot  receive  aid  from  the 
grant  t6  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  inafmuch  as  our 
charter  never  counts  upon  it.  . 

The  Remarker  next  quote?  forne  paragraphs  of 
our  charter,  at  lead  io  much  as  fie  conceiv'd  would 
be  to  his  purpofe,  Fol.  20,    *  And   that   the  King 
"  had  been  informed  by  the  bumble  petition  of  fundry 
"  truly  and  well  folovtdfubjefts,  tnterefted  in  the  co- 
"  lony  or  plantation  of  Connecticut,  that  tb?  fame  cp- 
"  lony  or  the  greateil  part  thereof \  was purchafed  and 
"  fgr  «rtat  and  valuabk  confederations ,"  There  the 
remarker  covers  the  next  words  very  carefully  with 
%tw/  Cetera  in  which  he  diicover.s   as  much  art  a* 
honeftv  ^  viz.    <!  and fomothr  part  thereof  gain\. 
by  toriwft"    Wnrcouia  not  this  gentleman  hav< 
been  lojuft  with  his  readers    as  to  have  quoted  at, 
the   confiderations  which  moy'd    his   Majefly    t  ' 
taake  the  vra«t  or  charter  to  the  firft  adventurer 
as  many  of  them  muft  not  be  fuppofed  to  have 
charter  at  hand   to  wwm-ne  for  themfelves,  an. 
therefore  wifely  ferefeeing  that  part  of  the  charts 
would  operate  againft    him,  prudently   ornittj 
quoting  the  fame, 
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,  The  phrafeology  or  di&ion  of  our  charter  evi- 
dently mews,  that  ic  was  dcfign'd  to.  be  an  origi- 
nal grant,  and  not  made  in  coniequence  of  any 
former  grant  from  the  crown  to  the  firft  adven- 
turers. The  words  madevufe  of,  as  the  induce- 
ment or  confideration  of  the  grant  are, 

44  Wh ERE  AS  by  the  fever al navigations \  difcove- 
44  riesy  and  fuccefsful  plantations  of  bur  loving  fub - 
"  Jeffs  of    this    our  realm  of  England^  fever  al  lands* 
••  iflands^  places,  colonies  and  -plantations ',  haVt  been 
44  obtained  and  fettled  in  that  ipart  of  the  continent  of 
44  America  called  New- England ',  and  thereby  the  trade 
54  and  commerce  there,  hath  been  of  late  years,  much 
44  tncreafed  :  And  whereas  wo  have  been  informed,  by 
64  the  hiimble  petition  of  our  trufly  and  well  beloved 
4k  John  Winthrop,  (3  c.    being  per  fans  immediately 
■•  interefiedin  our  Colony  $?  plantation  of  Connecticut \ 
44  in  New- England,  that    the  fame  colony,    or  the 
64  great 'eft    part    thereof]    was  pur  chafed   and   cb~ 
44  tain ed  for  great    and  valuable  covfiderations,  and 
44  fame  other  parts  thereof  gained  by  conqkefty  snd 
44  with  much  difficulty,  and  at  the   only  endeavours, 
64  expence  and  charges  of  them,  their  stffociates^    and 
thofe  under  whom  they  claim,  fubdued  and  improved^ 
and  thereby  become  a  confiderable  enlargement  and 
addition  of  oat  dstninions  and  intereft  there,  , 
44  Now  know  ye,  Tba?^  in  confederation  thereof* 
and  in  regard  the  fa  id  colony  is    remote  from   $ther 
*4  the  Enghft)  colonies  and  Plsntations,  in  the  -places 
44  afore  fat  d,  and  to  the  end  the  affairs  and   bufinejs> 
V  may  be  duly  oriered  and  managed,  We  have    ihoyt 
44  ftty  dnd  are  gracioufly  pleafed,.  &c.5> 

Hut  had  this;  been  in  confirmation  of  a  forr 
mer  grant,  furely  it  would  have  much  better  com- 
ported'  with  fads,  and  the  deQgn    of  the   grant. 


ik 
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to' have  faid;  "  Whereas  we  have  been  informfd, 
by  the  humble  petition  of  our  trutty  and  well-' 
beloved  John'  Winthrop,  &c.  that  they  and  their 
affociates^  had  purchafed  a  large  trad  of  land  of 
Lord  Say,  Seal,  Rich,  &c.  by  their  agent,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  which  faid  tract  of  land  was,  by  our 
Royal  predeccilor,  James  the  fir  ft,  A,D.  1606, 
granted  to  certain  merchants  and  others,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Plymouth  company,  &c. 
Now  know  ye,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  grant 
and  purchafe  aforefaid,  and  that  the  affairs  and 
bufmefs  may  be  duly  ordered  and  managed,  &c." 

The  Remarker  goes  on,  fol.  21,  and  plumes 
hirnfelf  greatly  upon  the  word  purchafe,  contain'd' 
in  our  charter,  and  fays,  "  The  charter,  it  is  plain, 
is  predicated  on  a  frur  purchafe  made  by  the  colony^ 
which  doubtlefs  refers  to  the  purchafe  made  from  and 
under  the  Earl  of  Warwick."  h  is  equally  plain, 
the  charter  is  predicated  on  a  con  qu  eft  made  of 
fame  other  parts  not  purchafed,  which  doubt  lels 
refers  to  a  conquer!  made  from  or  over  the  na- 
lives. 

And  now  I  would  beg  leave  to  ailc  the  Remar- 
ker;  if  the  greatelf.  part  of  the  colony  was  pur- 
cnafed  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  6cc.  obtained  from 
the  Earl  of  IVarwick,  where  doth  that  other 
lejfer  pari  lye>  which  was  not  purchafed?  as  I  think 
he  hasprov'd,  by  the  aid  he  feems  willing  to  re- 
ceive from  our  charter,  the  Eail  of  Warwick's 
grant  extends  from  Nartaganjet  Bay  on  the  eaff, 
to.  the  South  Sea  on  the  weft  part,  and  from  the 
lea  (bore  to  the  fouthermofr  bounds  of  the  Maffa- 
chufe its-Bay.  I  (hould  like  wife  be  glad  to  know 
if  fome  other  parts  were  conquered — in  what 
pares  of  this  habitable  globe  this  eoflQiif  rsd  land 
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ties — or  what  propriety  in  laying  ths  gnat  eft  pari 
was  purchafed,  if  it  was  all.  purchafed  ?  And  if 
ft  was  purchased,  what  ncceflky  of  faying  fome 
parts  were  conquered,  when  every  foot  of  it-  was 
purchafed  ?  Tf  the  profeilion  of  the  law  makes 
men  talk  at  this  rate,  my  kntiments  of  "gentlemen 
of  the  profdlion  will  be  greatly  altered  from 
what  they  ever  have  been  heretofore.  And  I 
now  fubmit  it  to  the  candid  reader,  whether  it  is 
not  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  charter, 
that  both  the  purchafe  and  conqueft  was  from 
■and  over  the  natives,  who  were  the  Lord3  of  the 
•fee of  this  whole  continent. 

The  Remarker  further  fays,  fol.  22,  "  //  is 
^c  altogether  improbable  that  either  the  people  of  Con- 
"  necticut  intendertded  to  afk,  or  the' King  intended 
il  to  grant,  beyond  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the 
IC  grant  of  the  purchafe  referred  to  •,  and  it  is  aU 
"  jo  prcfum'd,  that,  the  petitioners  intended  to  reqtieft, 
•"  and  that  the  crown  intended  to  grant,  as  cxtenjvjs 
"  as  the  limits  of  their  pur  chafe  and  claim1;  were?* 
The  grant  of  the  purchafe  feem  to-be  very  un- 
couth terms  to- be  us'd  by  a  gentleman  of  the  law  ; 
-however,  si  oonclude  he  means  the  grant  made 
lo  the  Plymouth  company,  fold  to  the  Earl  tff 
Warwick,  and  purchafed  by  the  people  of  Con- 
neclicut  of  Mr.  Fen  wick,  agent  to  the  Lords 
Say,  Seal,  Brook,  &c.  But  the  Remarker  may- 
remember,  the  words  of  the  charter  are  theft*, 
viz.   "  That  the  fame  Colony,    or  the  greatest 

part   thereof  was  purchafed and  feme  other 

parts  conquered.  The  charter  doth  not  even  fug- 
sell,  that  all  the  lands  nurckafed,  and  all  the  lands 
conquered,  conudered  collectively,  included  all 
the  lands  grantee]  by  charter.  If  five  eighth  parts 
B  1  were 
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were  purchased,,  it  was  xhegreatefi  part»znd  if  one 
eighth  part  was  conquered /which  perhaps  never 
was)  it  (till  leaves  one  quarter  part  of  the  colony 
neither  purchafed  or  conquered  •,  whereas,  if  the 
purchafe  from  the  earl  of  Warwick:  is  intended, 
it  was  all  purchased,  and  a  great  deal  more,  if  it 
hath  a  northern  extention.  But  as  our  charter 
is  likewife  predicated  upon  a  conqueft,  as  well  as 
a  purchafe,  I  truft  every  one  will  grant  .that  the 
conqueft  meant  and  intended  muft  be  over  the 
aboriginal  natives  of  this  country?  and  I  cannot 
fee  why  that  other  part  which  was  purchafed, 
might  not  with  equal  juftice  be  fuppofed  to  be 
from  the  natives  like  wife,  more  efpeciaily  as  our 
charter  is  not  fpeciailv  predicated  upon  the  pur- 
chafe made  by  the  Earl  of,  Warwick,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth company,  or  our  purchafe  made  of  Lord 
Say,  Seal,  Brook,.  $rc.  by  their  agent,  jyir.  Fen- 
wick,  as  It  mofi.  certainly  ought  to  have  been,  if 
our  charter  was  for  the  confirmation  of  that  grant  j 
and  if  tht  charter  is  not  predicated  upon  that 
grant,  fure  I  am,  the  flemarjter  has.  no  right  to 
do  it  contrary  to  all  the  known  rule  confirm- 

ing  any  charter,  grant,  deed,  or  othc  -ument, 

wanting  confirmation,  contrary  to  n  /in  and 
obvious  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  w,<  .s  of  the 
charter,  and  contrary  to  common  fence 

The  Indian  natives  .principally  fert'ed  on  the 
fea  fhore,  and. on  the  banks  ot  the  larger  rivers  : 
the  Europeans*  in  their  Mrfl  coming,  did  the-fame, 
which  on  their .firft  arrival,  they  either  purchafed 
or  conquered.  The  interior  part  of  the  country 
was  but  little  explored,  or  at  that  time  defired. 
How  far  back  they  extended  their  purchafe,  is 
as  little  known  or  understood  by  me,  as  the  Re- 
marker  i 
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marker-,   but  he  acquaints  us,  tnat    K; rig*  James, 

A.D-  1606,  made  a  grant  of  New-England  to 
the  Plymouth  company,  part  of  which  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  which  was  fold 
to  the  Lords  Say,  Seal,  Brook,  &r,  and  which  was 
purchased  by  the  people  of  Connecticut,  A.  P. 
1644,  viz.  from  Narraganfet-Bay  on  the  caft,  to 
the  iouth  fea  on  the  wed.  The  fame  hiftorian^ 
from  whence  the  Re  marker  has  given  us  this  in- 
telligence, viz.  Lieut.  Gov,  Hutchinibn,  in  his 
hiftory  of  the  MafTachufett«-Bay,  tells  us,""  A.D. 
1609,  Henry  Hifdjba,  an  Englifbman,  from 
fome  difguflt,  engaged  in  the  Patch  fervice— 
made  the  firft  difcovery  of  Hudfon's  river — ► 
went  up  as" far  as  Aurania  ('Albany)  or  near  it. 
Neglected  by  the '  £ngli(h  court,  tfce  Dure1* 
began  a  fettlemement  foon  after,  it  has  been 
fometiraes  prg'd,  that  the  lmc  of  the  Maffach li- 
fe tts  charter,  which  extends  to  the  louth  feas, 
or  until  it  meets  of  fome  other  chriftian  prince 
or  ftate,  was  fo  eyprefs'd,  from  a  particular  re- 
gard to  t V: i s  Dutch  fettlemenr,  and  that  a  line 
tp extend  to  the  Span':fri  fettlemencs?  was  too 
extravagant  to  be  intended — The  geography 
of  this  part  of  America  was  lefs  understood 
than  it  is  at  prefent  •,  a  line  to  the  Spanifh  fer- 
ments was  imagined  to  be  much  fborter  than  it 
really  was  ;  fome  of  Champ! ains  people  in  the 
beginning  of  the  lad  century,  who  "had  beers 
but  a  few  days  on  a  march  to  Quebec^  return'4 
with  great  joy,  fuppoilng  that  from  the  top  o£ 
a  high  mountain,  they  had  difcovered  the  foutfo 
fea,"  Vid  vol.  i,Fol,  46.  He  alfo  acquaints  us,' 
that  the  Dutch  fettltd  bounds  v/iih  the  people  of 

Connecticut 
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Connecticut  in  1650,  and    that  they  furrendered 

New-York  to    the  Englifb   A.  D.  1664 Ic    is 

well  knoA'n  our  charter  was  granted  A.D.  1662, 
and  it  is  alio  well  known  the  King,  immediately 
on  the  furrendery  of  New-York,  made  a  grant  «f 
that  province,  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  afterwards,  viz.  23  Nov.  ioS^,  this  colony  by 
commiflioners  mutually  appointed,  fettled  bounds 
with  that  province,  which  was  ratified  by  King 
WILLIAM  28  March  1700.  Now  as  I  am  a 
proprietor  in  the  Sufquehannah  purchafe,  if  we  ' 
have  an  equitable  &  ju&  right  to  thole  lands,  I 
beer  leave  to  requeft  the  favour  of  the  Remarker, 
that  he  would  be  pleas'd  to  give  the  public  fa  us"-, 
factory  anfwers  to  the  following -Queries,  viz. 

§K  i.  If  we  claim  the  lands  contained  in  our 
charter,  by  virtue  of  the  grant  made  to  the  Ply- 
mouth company  by  King  JAMES  A.  D.  1606,  , 
which  the  People  of  Connecticut,  purchafed  of  • 
l>ord  Say  and  Seal,  &c.  A.  D.  1644.,  if  the  peo- 
ple of  Connecticut  fuppos'd  they  had  purchafed 
to  the  fouth  feas  properly  fo  term'd,  how  came 
k  to  pafs,  they  ever  permitted  the  Dutch  to  keep 
poffeiTion  of  their  fettlements  on  Hudfon's  river, 
which  they  did  not  even  kraow  any  thing  of,  un- 
til the  year  16 10  or  161 2,  which  was  fix  years 
after  K'ng  JAMES  made  that  grant  to  the  Ply- 
mouth  company  ?  or  how  came  it  to  p a i 5: ,  if  the 
people  of  Connecticut  fo  underflood  the  limits  of 
their  purchafe,  that  they  condefcended  to  fettle 
bounds  with  the  Dutch  1650,  ?  Why  did  they 
Tiot  ratherdrive  them  ofi\as  intruders  on  their  pur- 
chafe, which  we  had  made,  but  fix  years  before 
that  fett-lemenrf 

S>.  2. 


(•     r5     > 
J§>.  i.  May  we  not  fuppofe  the    people  p{ Con- 
necticut as  well  underftood  the  extent  of  their  our- 

4 

chafe,  made  A.  D.  1644  when  they  fettled  boun- 
daries with  the  Dutch  A.D.  1650,  as  the  Remar- 
kermay  bejuppos'd  to  underftand  it  A.  D.  1769, 
1  25  years  after  the  period  of  our  fir fl  purchafe   ? 

5^  3.  In  ■  'c  the  people  of  Connecticut  under- 
ftood the  eaent  of  their  grant  to  reach  to  the  fouth 
leas,  and  were  willing  to  have  the  Dutch  for  their 
'neighbours,  why  did  thev*  not  make  the  Dutch  a 
conveyance'  of  io  much  lands  as  tbey  tho't  proper, 
inftead  of  treating  them  as  proprietors, b#  fettling 
bounds  with  them/  or  why  -the?  did^ncft  fettle 
boundaries  with  them  on  the  weft  fide  of  HudfonV 
river,  as  well  as  on  the  eaft,  if  they  fuppos'd  they 
had  purchafed  to  the  fouth  feas,  there  being  the 
lame  dangers  or  encroachments  ? 

iJX  4  As  King  JAMES  made  a  grant  to  the 
Ply  mouth,  company,  A.  D.  1606  which  the  Peo- 
ple of  Connecticut  purckiafed  1644,  and  was  coa- 
iirmed  by  King  CHARLES  II.  by  his  royalchar- 
ier  1662,  whence  comes  it  to  pals,  if  KingCharles 
meant  to  convey  the  fame  to  the  fouth  feas,  that 
immediately  on  the  furrendry  of  N.  York,  by  the 
Dutch  in  1664,  but  two  Years  after  our  charter^ 
the  lame  King  Charles,  fhould  make  a  grant  of 
the  Province  or  New- York,  to  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  York,  when  but  two  years  before,  he  had 
confirm'^  it  to  the  people  of  Connecticut  by  char- 
ter ? 

£K  5.  Have  we  not  juft  the  fame  equitable  and 
legal  right  to  the  lands  on  [ludfon's  river  m  the 
province  of  N.  York,  by  purchafe  from  the  Earl 
irf  Warwick?  and  confirm'^    by  charter,   that   we 

fvave 
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have  to  the  lands  on  Sufquehannah  river,  in    the 
province  of  Pennfylvaoia  ? 

^   6,  If  the    Srft  purchafers  iinderftood    that 
fhey  had    purchafed   of  Lord  Sa'y,  Seal,  cVc.   to 
the    (bum  feas,  whioh    was   granted,  to  the  Ply- 
mouth company,    i5o6,  by   King  James,    when 
the  Dutch  were  driven  off,  and  that  province  ta- 
ken into  poffeffiori  by    the    kvngs   troops,  A.  D. 
1664,    two  years  afrer   the    date    of  our  chrter," 
whence  camel t  to  pais,  that  we   did  not  remon- 
ftrate   to   his  Majh'ly   and    fafy,    his   predeceffor 
Jajnes  I,  granted  that  very  lanci  to  the  Plymouth' 
eampany,  at  leaft  fix  years  before  the  Dutch   ever 
let  foot  in  New- York,  and  that  he  had   confirmed- 
the  purchafe  two  years  before,  to  the  people   of 
Connecticut, by  his  royal  chartered  thereby  have 
prevented    tkat   grant's  being  confirmed  to    the 
Duke  of  York  ?  . 

j^.  7.  Seeing  they  did  not  take  that  precau- 
tion, when  we  fettled  bouads  with  that  province 
1683,  21'  years  after  the  date  of  our  charter,  why 
did  we  notffeeing  w«  had  loft  a  whole  province 
out  of  our  grant,  thus  puTchafedJtake  care  to 
fettle  bounds  .  with  that  province  on  the  weft 
fide  of  lludfon's  river,  where  we  were  as  likely 
to  fufJer  encroach  men  tsV  as  on  t  free  aft  fide  of  the 
fame  r  ,    ;  , 

^  8.  Whether  our  not  challenging  lands,  and' 
Settling  bounds  with  rfeeDutch,  A.D.  1650, on  the 
weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  again,  1683; 
•^hen  fettling  bound's  with  the  Duke  of  York, 
doth  not  clearly  mew,  the  iarft  planters  of  this 
Colony  never  imagined  that  our  purchafe  from' 
the  Earl  of  Warwick, 'or our  charter,  extended 
further  weftward  than  thefculenients  of  ihtDiitck' 
on  HvwJfoa's  river  ? 
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3^  9.  Whether  King  CHARLES  2,  granting 

the  province   of  New- York  to   his  brother  the 

Duke  of  York,  A.D.    1664,  and  the  province  of 

Pennsylvania  to  Mr.  Penn,  A.D. 1681,  doth  not 

fully  evince,  that  he  never  imagined  he   had  by 

his  charter  A.D.  1662,  coavey'd  any  lands  to  th* 

people  of  Connecticut,  weft  ward  of  thefettlcments 

of  the  Dutch  on  Hudfoa's  River  ? 

^.  10.  Whether  any  grant  or  charter  will  in 
tquity  hold  lands  beyond  the  limits  manifestly 
intended  and  meant  by  the  grantors  and  grantees, 
at  the  time  of  the  grant  ? 

<£.  11.  Would  it  be  equitable  for  the  general 
aflcrnbly  of  this  colony  to  grant  the  right,  title 
or  intereft  in  the  lands  pray'd  for  to  individuals, 
purchafed  of  the  natives  of  this  colony,  contrary 
to  a  law  of  this  colony,  Fol.  1 14,  when  if  this  co- 
lony has  any  right,  it  belongs  equally  to  the 
whole  body  corporate, and  which  will  neceffarily 
draw  in  the  government  to  fupportthe   claim  ? 

As  the  Remarker  is  a  gentleman  of  the  law  by 
proferTion,and  feems  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the 
Sufquchannah  company,  fhould  be  glad  he  would 
inftead  of  railing  anfwer  thefe  queftions  ferioufiy. 
Thefe  reafons  and  thofe  contained  in  my  Letter 
have  convinced  me,  ( although  I  am  as  yet  a  pro- 
prietor) that  this  colony  has  no  legal  or  equita- 
ble right  to  thofe  lands,*  and  I  (liquid  be  willing 
to  alter  my  fentiments  if  I  could  fee  juft-  grounds 
for  my  fo  doing,  if  I  did  not  think  this  undertak- 
ing woulcf  bring  ruin  on  my  country. 

The  Remarker  perhaps  would  better  have  em- 
ployed his  time  in  fearching  and  weighing  thefe 
things,  before  he  had  rais'd  a  popular  commotio 

e  m> 
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on  with  regard  to  our  claim  to  th&fe  laads  ;  I  do 
not  know  who  the  Remarker  certainly  is,  as  he 
has  not  been  pleas'd  to  give  us  his  name;  buc 
fear  he  is  fo.me  very  ambitious  and  dcfigning  per- 
fon*  who  endeavours  to  amufe  the  honcft  free- 
men of  this  colony  with  his  popular  harrangues, 
in  order  to  obtain  preferment;  and  I  moft  fincere* 
\j  wilh  he  may  never  have  occafion  for  fevere 
reflections  in  his  own.  mind,  for  having  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  bringing  ruin  on  many  honcft  fami- 
lies, and  involving  a  colony  of  worthy  honed 
freemen  in  tumults  and  factions. 

I  might  here  fay,  if  thofe  lands  are  included 
in  our  colony  charter,  they  are  the  eftate  of  the 
body  corporate^  which  thefe  perfons  have  purchas- 
ed of  the  natives,  contrary  to  a  ftatute  of  this  co- 
lony, and  requeft  the  aflembly  to  confirm  the 
purchafc  to  themielves  as  individuals,  which  be- 
longs to  every  inhabitant  of  this  colony,  equally* 
lb  avoid  this  objection  I  am  told,  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  that  the  ijroprierors  rclinquim  the  one  halt 
of  the  native  right  to  the  colony,  and  that  the 
colony  releafc  the  other  half  to  the  purchafers  3 
this  would  immediately  bring  the  colony  into 
the  difpute  as  principals,  which  do^btlefs  is  what 
feme  would  be  glad  to  effect,  and  I  hope  the  ge- 
neral affembly  will  as  carefully  avoid. 

Another  very  plaufible  propofal  I  have  heard 
has  been  made  by  fome  of  the  proprietors,  viz. 
10  give  bor.di ef  indemnification ,  that  the  colony 
fhall  not  be  put  to  any  expence  to  fupport  the 
claim,  f4?on  which  I  would  obfervc,  the  proprie- 
tors at  prefent  are  fo  numerous,  that  by  their 
:ions  and  influence  they  have  had  the  ad-*' 

«kef* 
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drefs  twice  to  gain  a  vote* at  the  honourable  board. 

Were  their  numbers  doubled^  which rwould  fbon 
be  the  cafe,  mould  the  afTembly  give  credit  to 
their  claim,  by  granting  them  a  releafe)  3*hei* 
they  would  be  able,no  doubt^to  engage  die  then 
legiflature,  to  defend  the  claim  :  wherefore  I  think 
there  is  the  greatcft  hazzard  in  an  elective  govern- 
ment for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe  in  the  affair, 
unlefs  ic  is  to  tupprefs  it,  at  leaft  until  better  ar- 
guments are  brought  to  fupport  our  juft  title  to 
it,  than  thofe  advanced  by  the  Remarker. 

The  Remarker  after  making  himfelt  very  mer- 
ry with  one  reafon  aflign'd  in  the  proteft,  fays 
Fol.  25,  "  but  to  be  ferious,  there  is  no  neceffarj 
"  connection  between  the  right  #f  foil -and  jurii- 
"  diction,"  this  propofuion  I  am  ready  to  afford 

my  full   affentto, but  then    I  would  obferve;, 

where  his  Majefty  by  his  royal  grant  or  charter 
doth  connect  right  of  foil  and  jurifdiction,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Remarker  xq  feperate 
them: 

Jurifdiction  is  ft  royal  prerogative,  and  thofc 
to  whom  it  is  granted*  muft  hold  and  exererfe  it. 
until  the  grant  conveying  it  is  made -null  and 
void ?  or  thofe  to  whom  it  is  granted,  refign  it  to 
his  Majefty,  and  he  is  gracioufiy  pleas*  d  to  refume 
it. 

He  aTo  fays  Fol.  20,  "  all  the  fettlement  the 
"  c<  mmiffioners  ever  made  with  New-York,  on- 
44  ly  refpected  jurifdiction."  It  may  be  fo,  but 
the  commiffioners  by  whomfoever  commiffionat- 
'ed,  could  not  alter  the  jurifdiction,  but  'by  ■-his 
MajeuVs  conferit  and  confirmation,  jurifdictiou 
is  unalienable  by  the  fubjeft.  The  towns  of  Wood- 
■    -  '        C  %  fieck, 
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fieeki  Semen,  Entitle  *nd  Sujfield,  were  included 
within  tht  limits  of  this  coloay,  we  convey'd  the 
foil,  anil  gave  up  the  jarifdi<5hon  to  the  proviiscc 
•f  the  Majfaebnfetts  Bay — the  inhabitants  refus'd 
fubjeltion  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  they 
durfl  not  pretend  to  exercife  it,  beyoad  the  li- 
mits of  their  charter  but  by  confcnt. 

I  am  forry  to  fay  the  Rcmarker  has  difcovered 
fo  little  knowledge  of  the  true  intereft  of  his  coun- 
try, or  fb  little  concern  for  its  welfare,  as  to  think 
us  ripe  for  the  emigration  of  inhabitants.  Every 
"wholefome  inhabitant  who  emigrates  with  an  en* 
creafing  family,  is  a  great  lofs  to  the  public,  the 
ineceflaries  of  life,  and  even  fuperfluities,  encreafe 
in  as  great  or  greater  proportion  than  our  inha- 
bitants, and  more  eafier  attain'd  even  by  the  poor 
*— The  (lory  ef  two  houfes  joyning  together,  and 
houfes  three  (lories  high,is  an  affront  to  the  reafon 
and  undemanding  of  his  readers,  and  too  futile  to 
require  a  reply.  I  fear  his  time  has  been  taken 
up  too  much  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  to  the  ne- 
glect of  his  bible,  where  he  might  have  been 
taught,  by  one  as  wife  as  himfelf,  that  m  the  mul- 
titude of  people  is  the  kings  honour  ;  but  in  the  want 
cf  peole,  is  the  dettruMon  of  the  prince. 

I  am  in  the  next  place  to  examine  the  Remar- 
kets fentiments,  relative  to  fome  of  our  mod  ef- 
ienatil  rights  and  privileges,  fecured  to  this  cor- 
poration by  charter. 

The  Pennfyhania  Farmer  in  his  i!th  Letter 
fays,  M  that  a  perpetual  jealoufy  refpecYmg  liber- 
ci  ty  is  abfoKnciy  requifue  in  all  free  dates,  and 
«'  that  a  date  to  be  long  liv'd,  mud  be  frequent- 
&  Ty  corrected  and  rfdue'e}  to  its  fir  ft  principles — 

**  and 
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"  and  that  the  rights   of  the  fubje&s   eaanot  be 

"  too    often  exprain'd." The   charter  rights 

and  privileges  ot  this  colony,  I  really  think  ftand 
in  need  of  fome  better  explanation,  than  has  been 
given  to  fome  of  them /which  I  call  efientiai)  by 
this  gentleman^who  fays,  the  law  is  his  profefli- 
on;jfrid  as  it  fecms  to  fall  to  my  lott  to  fet  him 
right  in  fome  very  intcrefting  and  important 
points,  I  hope  he  will  not  think  me  altogether 
out  of  my  fpheref  as  every  individual  is  intereftcd 
in  them,  I  (hall  not  be  backward  to  deliver  my 
fentiments,  although  he  fays  with  a  fncer,  Fol.  4,  w 
*•  the  Dr.  as  a  great  advocate  for  the  freemen  af- 
"  fcrts  the  right  of  electing,  &c.  but  whenever 
<c  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  have  not  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  freemen,  that 
it  is  beyond  all  doubt  clear,  their  reprefenta- 
tives  have  the  right  to  elect  for  them."  This 
proportion  which  was  inferted  in  my  letter  he  ta* 
citly  denies,  and  in  order  to  refute  fo  dangerous 
an  error,  tells  his  readers  this  refts  upon  my  ipfe 
dixit)  and  then  fecms  to  fay  fomethiRg,  and  in 
order  to  (hew  his  (kill  in  Arithmatick,  dates  a 
moft  difficult  queftion  for  the  refolution  of  his 
readers,  which  he  fays  is  not  unlikely  to  happen, 
Fol,  5,  viz.  **  that  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  May, 
"  fhQuld  be  fpent  in  forting  and  counting  the 
44  votes  of  the  freemen,  which  may  be  found  in 
"  the  whole  to  amount  to  8002  votes,  -of  which 
there  is  4000  for  one  pcrfon,  the  remaining 
votes  icattercd  and  divided  among  forty  o- 
thers,  fo  as  neither  have  more  than  about  the 
fortieth  part  of  the;  number  aforeiaid  united  in 
"  one,  and  the  aflernblv  declare  there  is  no  choice 

«  an* 
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!*  and  the  affembly  proceed  to  elc&,  the  fame 
M  may  happen  with  them,  that  no  perfon  has  tht 
*'  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  prefent,  till  the 
4C  midnight  hour  is  pad,  and  the  coloay  left  in 
<c  the  utmoft  darknefs  and  perplexity,  if  not  dif- 
M  folv'd  and  have  a  new  charter  to  feek,"  What 
*  terrible  fcene  that  would  be  ?  To  fee  it  dark  a 
little  after  midnight  in  the  c©lony  of  Connecticut 
on  the  night  next  after  the  fecond  Thurfday  of 
MaylytX  what  feerns  to  give  additional  terror  to 
the  Remarker  is,  lead  the  colony  i'tfelf  fhould  be' 
diffolv'd — but  whenever  that  event  takes  place* 
I  do  not  at  prefent  fee,  whatneceffity  there  would 
be  for  a  new  charter.  But  if  this  gentleman  is 
recovered  from  his  lad  midnight  terrors,  fo  far  as 
to  give  rational  anfwers,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
propofe  two  or  three  queftions,  the  refolution  of 
which  I  hope  will  give  him  a  better  underftand-, 
ing  of  our  charter,  than  ar  prefent  he  feems  to"1 
have,  mould  it  fo  happen,  which  it  is  as  likely  to 
happen  as  the  cafe  he  has  ftaied  above,  that  the 
,8002  votes  are  all  equally  divided  between  four 
perfons,  each  one  having  2000  votes  fave'  one, 
who  having  a  majority  of  two  votes,  would  it  be 
conftitutional  for  the  affembly,  to  declare  a  per- 
fon  duly  elected  by  2002  voters,  when  there  is 
three  other  perfons  who  have  2000  votes  each  ? 
yvill  one  quater  part  of  the  votes  o\  the  free- 
men fent  in  by  proxy,  make  an  election  of  go- 
vernor or  depury  governor,  when  every  freeman 
of  the  colony  is  prefent  by  his  reprefenrative, 
.fully,  and  legally  veiled  with  the  powers  of  their 
fonftituents  to  aft  for  them,  or  mud  they  net 
dFect.,  what  the  freemen  have  not  done  by  proxy? 

■  A  sain 
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Again  put  the  cafe  which  may  probably  happen 

the  fecond  Thurfday  af  May  next,  upon  forting  . 
and  counting  the  votes  of  the  freemen,  they 
find  4000  votes  for  B.  4000  votes  for  C.  and  z 
votes  for  D.  who  mud  the  a  (Terribly  declare  duly 
elected,  B.  or  C.  ?  equal  votes  often  happen  in 
electing  reprefentatives  at  home— and  akho'  an 
equsi  vote  hath  never  yet  happened  at  our  general 
election  •,  it  is  poflible,  that  it  may  fo  happen,  & 
not  improbable  the  next  May  ?  Can  the  fiee- 
m?n  be  call'd  together  before  the  midrfight  hour 
of  darknefs  overtakes  them,  or  mu ft  the  colony 
hfelf  fuffer  diffolution  ? 

Again  if  the  deputy  governor  is  chofen  gover- 
nor, it  has  ever  been  cuftomarv,  not  to  count 
the  votes  given  in  for  him  as  deputy  governor, 
fo  likewifc,  when  any  perfon  voved  for  by  the 
freemen,  tofuftain  any  office,  happens  to  die  af- 
ter tfee  proxis,  before  the  day  of  election,  the 
votes  fo  given  in,  are  not  counted,  but  deemed 
as  though  no  fueh  votes  had  ever  been  given  in, 
mould  it  fo  happen  when  the  colony  is  in  perfect 
quiet,  the  governor  has  7S00  votes  given  in  by 
the  fteemen,  and  iome  other  perfon  202  votes, 
the  governor  dying  after  tfie  proxis,  two  days 
before  the  day  of  election,  mult  the  affembly 
declare  the  perfon  who  has  but  202  votes,  duly 
elecled  governor  ?  or  mutt  thcfiecmen  of  Hart- 
ford elecl  the  governor  ?  or  mud  the  reprefeiata- 
cives  prefent,  who  are  vefted  with  all  the  power  & 
authority  of  their  conftitutRU  elect  him  ?-— Ix 
grieves  me  that  the  Remarker  told  us  the  law- 
was  his  profeflion  !  Sure  I  am,  his  readers  never 
Would  have  difesvered  it. 


(    H    )        . 

The  freemea  have  retained  the  rigkt  of  ele&ing 

the  principal  officers  of  the  government  by  proxis, 
and  I  hope  ever  will  retain  it,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
the  practice  may  be  conftrued  eonfiftent  with  our 
charter,  provided  the  ad  of  the  general  aflembly 
ratifying  elections  fo  made,is  likewife  conformable. 
But  the  Remarker  proceed!  to  make  fome  fur- 
ther ©bjeft  ons  to  the  right  the  general  aftembly 
has  to  elect,  when  no  choice  is  made  by  a  majori- 
ty of  voies  by  the  freemen,  faying,  fol.  5,  "  By 
45  the  Df'i  favourite  rule,  the  governor  or  de-1 
<c  puty  governor,  three  afilftants,  with  fifty,  nay 
44  with  fifteen  members  of  the  lower  houfe  (as 
"  the  charter  fixes  no  certain  number  as  necefla- 

44  ry  to  meet  and  actjmay  choofefic  elect  a  governor 

45  deputy  governor  or  both  contrary  to  the  minds 
"  of  4000  freemen  agreed  in  one."  More  ftrangc 
doctrine  ftill  !  What  every  affembly  on  this  con-  i 
tincnt  by  their  refpective  charters  reftricted  to  a 
certain  number  ©f  members  to  make  a  houfe  in 
order  to  tranfact  bufiaefs,  and  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut not  limited  to  any  number  !  let  us  ex- 
amine this  matter  and  fee  how  our  charter  is  in 
this  cale,  ;  the  words  arc,  "  on  every  fecond 
"  Thurfday  of  Ofleber.  and  on  every  fecond 
44  Thurfday  of  May,  or  oftaer  in  cafe  it  (hall  be 
44  requifitc  ;  the  ajf$anu  and  freemen  of  the  laid 
44  company,  or  fuch  of  them  (not  exceeding  two 
44  perfons  from  each  place,  town  or  city,)  who 
44  mall  be  fr®m  time  to  time  elected  or  de- 
44  putcd,  by  the  major  part  of  the  freemen,  of  the 
44  refpective  towns,  cities  and  places,  for  which 
44  they  (hall  be  (o  elected  or  deputed,  (hall   have 

general  meeting  or  affcnably— and  that  the  go- 

«  veraor* 
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^  vernor,  or  tn -h'«s  abfencc,  the  depmy  goycr- 
k  nor  of  the  faid  -company  for  the  time  be  lag, 
v  and  fuch  of  the  affiftants  and  /r*«w«  of  the  faid 
*fi  company  as  (hall  be  lb  elected  or-deputody  and 
16  be  prefenr  at  fuch  meeting  or  arTembly,  or  the 
c(  greatefl  number  of  them,  whereof  the  governor, 
"-  or  deputy  governor,  and  Gx  of  the  afTittants 
\\  at  leait  to  be  feven,  (hall  be  call'd  the  general 
H  affembiy?  "The  greatefl  number  of  them  !  the 
greatcft  number  of  whom  ?  evidently  not  the 
gj-eateft  number  of  thofe  pretent  jnake  the-gc- 
nsrala{Teinbly,if  fr,whator  towhom  doth  the lcfTer 
number  prefent  belong  ?  no  ♦,  our  charter  evi- 
dently means  the  greater  number  of  the  whole 
body  corporate^  viz  the  governor,  or  if  abfent  the 
deputy  governor,  fix  aflTiftants  at  lead,  a&d  the 
greatest  part  or  the  freemen,  or  thofe  two  pcr- 
fons  fo  elected  or  deputed,  by-  each  town,  p'acs 
or  city.  Don't  this  gentleman  think  there  are 
perfons  in  the  colony  of  CcnneZlicut^  who  *tf  they 
had  a  cafe  pending,  and  determined  againfttheav 
when  a  lefrer  number  than  one  half  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  were  prefent,  would  feek;  for  fome  o- 
ther  explanation  of  our  charter,  than  what  is 
given  of  it  by  the  Remarker  ?  I  prefume  it  will  | 
be  needlefs  to  fay  any  more  on  -this  paragraph. 
of  our  charter,  to  refute  this  error  of  the  Remar- 
ker, which  has  almoft  fu'flfered  Martyrdom  by  i*ir 
construction  of  if.  - 

,    The  Remarker  next  quotes  a  paragraph  of  my 
Letter,  which  he  fays  I  alTertwith  my  uibal con- 
fidence, viz.   "'  that  the  practice  of  our  aiTemb1^ 
"  in  electing  any  officer  by  bill   in -eitF' 
w  which' the -other  may  negative?  is 
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«*  with  the  very  notion  of   a  free  tltBion  of  ihe 
"  affembly,  and  k   is    neither  agreeable    to  the' 
"  fpirit  and  meaning  of  our  charter,  or  the  prac-: 
**  tice  of  our  fifter  colonies."  This  prepofition  inJ 
my  letter  he  fails  foul- of,  and  makes  moft    ter- 
rible havock  of  it,  telling  his   readers  that  as    to 
the  province  of  the  M*Jfttcbufetts~Bay+  their  char- 
ter is  as  different  from   ours    as  their  practice, 
add  9  3  for  the  colony  of  Rhode- ljlcmd^  he  medeftly' 
lsys,  he  kopes  but    few   will  join  me  t«  imitate 
their  practice,  from  whence  we  are.  to  infer  I  con- 
clude^ that  neither  the   practice  of  our  filler  co- 
lonies, r/orour  own  charter,  rnuft  be  any  rule  in 
this  cafe.    As  for  'he   p~nvince  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts,  their  charter  for  tftc  election   of  thofe   offi- 
cers to  be  elected  by  the  freemen  or  their  repre- 
fentatives,  are  almoft     verbatim  with  ours,  andv 
ai  for  the  practice  of.the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
1  well    know    in    fome     things    their     conduct 
has     been     heretofore     culpable,     and  I  wifh 
we  did  not  imitate  or  rather  exceed  them  in-  bri- 
bery and- corruption,  although  in  a  way  perhaps 
not  altogether  fimilar,  but  (heuld  heartily  rejoice 
to  imitate  them  in  fome   things,  in  which   iheir 
practice  is  truly  commendable,  viz.  in  the  great 
c&rc  taken  to  prevent  fraud  and  collufion  in  tak- 
ing the  votes  of  the  freemen  by    proxy-— and  e- 
lecting  agreeable'tq  charter,  &c.  but  what  I  col- 
lect from  this  Remarker  is,  that  he  is   unwilling 
that  either  the  practice  of  our  fifter   colonies,  or 
ou-r  own  charter  mould  be  any- rule  -in  this  mat- 
ter.    He  further  adds  and  fays,  the  upper  houfe 
*^y  the  freemen :  and  what   is  the  con* 
jfa-uld  infer   from  thence  ?    I  con- 


c  iw<*y- 
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.elude  he  would  be  underload  that  as  the  gover 
nor  and  coi^ncil  are  elected  but  once,  and  the  re- 
prefentatives  twice  in  a  year,  that  it  gives  the. 
governor  and  council  a  right  to  Regative,  bur.  J 
think  on  further  confideration,  he  doth  not  ful- 
ly fuggeft  this,  for  he  fays  the  lower  hoiife  hav* 
alfo  a  right  to  negative  arvy  officer  appointed  by 
the  upper  houfe,  and  thus  leaves  them  upon  a 
par,  and  by  this  means  a  wicked  per/on  appointed 
by  cither  houfe,  may  fee  hoifted  up  and  thrown 
down,  until  he  is  thoroughly  humiliated,  leaving 
the  houfe  who  finally  diflents  the  honour    of  the 

•field. -This  method  of  electing  may   Irkewife 

ferve  to  lengthen  out  a  feifions  if  likely   to  prove 
unreafonably  fhort. 

Here  I  wowld  beg  leave  to  afk  the  Remarker 
a  few  very  plain  queftions,  viz.  is  there  one  cor- 
;poraticn>either  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  in 
any  plantations  in  America,  vefted  with  the  power 
©f  electing,  which  election  may  be  negativ'd  by 
any  one  man  or  by  any  number  of  men  being 
part  of  the  fame  corporation,  unlefs  fuch  power 
is  delegated  ro  them  by  the  expr.efs  words  of 
their  charter  ? 

Can  the  powers  and  privileges  of  any  corpora- 
tion be  known  or  be  determined  by  any  other 
•rule  but  by  their  feveral  charters  ? 

Doth  the  charter  direct  our  elections  to  be  made 
in  feperate  houfes  after  the  manner  of  legiflati- 
on  i  What  are  the  words  of  our  charter,  which 
make  the  alTembly  to  confift  of  two  houfes  or  e- 
f>ables  them  to  choofe  afpeaker  ?  Did  any  gover- 
nor of  the  province  of  the  MafFaohufetts-Bay,  c- 
jcerprefume  to  negative  any  officer  ete£Ud  hf 
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the  affembly  of  that  province,  in  which  he  was 
not' warranted  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the  char- 
ter ?  Ic  is  true  governor  Sbute^xn  1720  nega- 
tiv'd  a  fpeaker  choien  by  the  houfe,  faid  ic  was  a 
royal  prerogative,  and  not  prohibited  by  char- 
ter, ue  affembly  return'd  the  compliment,  and 
told  him  the  charter  had  not  delegated  that  pow- 
er to,  him,  and  therefore  he  had  no  power  to  ex- 
ercife -it,  and  cu^tail'd  his  fallery  £.  20©  for  that 
itretch  of  prerogative  not  delegated  by  charter, 
althought  it  might  net  appear  fo  criminal  to  ne- 
gative an  officer  the  affembly  by  charter  had  no 
right  to  elect.  This  controverfy  produe'd  the 
explanatory  charter  in  the  12th  of  GEORGE  I, 
giving  and  granting  to  the  governor  the  power 
©£  negativing  a  fpeaker,  elected  by  the  ho&fe, 
and'  alio  gave  the  houfe  the  right  of  electing  a 
fpeaker,  and  power  to  adjourn  chemfelves,  and 
to  bring  this  matter  nearer  to  our  own  day, 
for  what  teafon  did  the  governor  of  Eennlylva- 
ni a  neglect  to  difTblve  the  ailembly  of  that  pro- 
vince, upon  the  mandate  of  a  prime  rrv.nifter  ? 
was  it  hot  for  this  trifling  reaf&n  that  the  charter 
did  not  enable  him  to  do  it  P  I  don't  chute  to  be 
more  explicit  upon  this  [object,  but  leave  the 
!Remarker  to  his  own  reflections  to  anfwer  tVsek? 
plain  queitions  leall  I  mould  <2*hfturb  his  medita- 
tions. 

The  Remarker  next  fays  fol.  6,  that  the  colo- 
ny early  adopted  this  conduction  of  our  charter, 
which  I  oppofe,  and  have  practiced  conformable 
thereto,  for  more  than  70  years.  I  beg  leave  to 
examine  his  chronology  in  this  matter.  Gover- 
Jjffk  flTwtbrQpy.who:  obtain' d  our  charter  was  a 
'?  '  gcrnlemaa 
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gentleman  of  good  education*—  if  my  memory 
Serves  me,  have  heard  he  was  bred  up  at  the  Inns 
of  court.  However  that  may  be,,  he  rnuft  be 
iuppefed  ro  be  a  gentleman  of  abilities  and  ca- 
pacity, etherwife  would  &ot  have  been  fent  up- 
on fo- important  an  agency.  And  therefore  it 
fnufl  be  -fuppofed,  well  to  underftand  the  lan- 
guage of  his  own  day,  and  the  feveral  phrafes 
and  terms  madeufeof  ia  the  charter,  which  he 
.obtained,  at  icaft  as-well  as  this  gentleman  of 
the  law.  Governor  IVinthrop,  with  the  affirmants 
Erft  appoistesi,  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  underftand 
the  charter  in  the  fame  fenfe  which  ]  contend  for. 
Accordingly,  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  fuc- 
celTors,  wirh  the  aiTiftants,  fat  in  one  houfe  with 
the  reprefentatives,  the  governor  prefiding  as 
Speaker,  until  about  the  year  1707  (if  my  me- 
rmory  krves  moj  when  perhaps  the  colony  was 
at  as  lew  an  ebb  for  literature,  as  it  ever  was 
finee  it  had  exifiance,  when  fonie  imagined  the 
general  affemblv  of  this  colony  did  net  bear 
afufTielent  refcmMance  of  the  three  eiiates  ot 
Great- Britain,  viz.  King,  Lords  and  Cc?;mor.s  ; 
whereupon  they  fuddenly  feparated  into  two  hou- 
fes,  in  which  I  own  there  are  many  conveniences, 
and  have  no  objections  to  ir,  provided  our  con- 
flitutionai  charter  rights  are  not  thereby  infri*gVL 
Until  this  time,  therefore,  in  matters  of  electi- 
on, there  was  no  negative  voice  in  either  houfe, 
they  acting  as  one  corporate  body^  agreable  to 
their  rirft  conititution  by  charter. 

But  perhaps  the  Remarker  may  fay,  the  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain  has  acknowledged  our 
lllcmbiy  as  confiding  of  two  Jvoufes,  or  Operate, 

branches 
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have  thus  acknowledged,  but  I  well  remember 
an  acl:  of  parliament  regulating  paper  currencies 
luppofes  our  governor  has  a  negative  voice; 
.however,  a&s  of  parlarnents  are  not  charters,  and 
our  charter  is  not  vacated,  which  mud  (till  go- 
vern, and  regulate  our  public  proceedings,  and 
from  whence!  would  ody  infer,  if  the  practice 
of  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  50 
or  60  years  was  agreable  to  charter  (and  it  is, 
mod  probable,  he  wh©  obtained  theeharter,  bed 
ynder^ood  \\)  our  prefent  practice  is  wrong  an<£ 
uncenftitutional,  and  his  terming  me  an  advo- 
cate for  the  fre-emen,  by  way  of  contempt,  doth 
not  intimidate  me,  how  timid  foever  he  may  deem 
me  to  be.  I  freely  own  my  fejf  an  advocate  for  ; 
the  natural,  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  man-  . 
kind,  and  zealoufly  attach'd  to  the  rights  ot  the  :< 
freemen  of  this  colony,  and  of  their  reprefenta- 
tivesj  as  eftabliftied  by  ''charter,  and- .am  unwil- 
ling tamely  to  give  up  one  right  and  privilege 
after  another.  Whence  comes  it  to  pafs,  as  the 
charter  veils  the  afTcmbly  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing all  kich  officers  as  they  think  fit  and 
seceffary,  that  the  appointment  £>f  'fhe  riffs  be- 
comes the  ex.cki.five  right  of  governor  and  coun- 
cil ?•*— Seeing  our  anceilors  purchafed  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  mud  bjoa*l  and  treafure,  thefe  our  in- 
valuable charter  privileges,  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  them  either  givefi  up,  qrwrefted  out  of  the 
hands  of  their  defendants. 

Laftly,  I  am  to  endeavour  to  exculpate  myftlf 

from  the  heavy  charges, &  injurious   mifreprefen- 

utionsof  the  Remarker  \  in  doing  of  which,  I 
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Sfull  not  pretend  to  take  notice  of  bis  low  witti- 
fcifms,  fuch  as  calling  me  ihcfweet,  pacific^  the 
gocd,  tfee  poor,  xhtbigb-flying,  the  modeft9ihe  timid, 
the  clergy- loving  Doct.  &c.  as  wholly  below  my 
notieo  or  regard,  and  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  thofe 
things  which  afFeft  my  character  as  a  man,  a 
gentleman,  or  a  chnftian.  And.fkft,  he  evident- 
ly mentions  my  being  negativ'd  the  commiffion 
of  the  peace,  not  only  to  perpetuate  that  memo- 
rable event i  but  to  add  a  lufture  to  the  rectitude 
of  the  proceeding  of  the  honorable  bsafd,  but  the 
reafons  adduis'd  to  that  end,  were,  diverted  of 
their  artful  and  falfe  colourings, muft  have  a  con- 
rrary  effect  which  the  hon.  E.  Dyer  we'll  knew  I* 
was  able  to  do,  and  therefore  cauld  not  be  the 
author  ®r  thofe  Remarks  ('which  of  thofe  were. 
the  true  reafbns  the  author  has  afiign'dj  would 
ie8ect  diOionour  oil  that  board. 

The  firit  reafon  aflign'd  by  the  Remarker  for 
my  being  negativ'd  a  commiffion  of  the  peace,  in' 
May  laft,  was  "  my  counteracting  an  exprefs  law 
"  of  the  colony,  I  was  bound  t©  obferve,"  but  a& 
he  has  never  acquainted  his  readers  what  that 
law  is,  I  think  I-  may  venture  to  affirm,  it  would 
not  greatly  redound  to  his  honour  to  lay,  or  to  my. 
dishonour  to  have  had  largely  narrated,  and  fc 
now  earnefbly  requeft  that  he  would  relate  it  at 
large,  in  his  fecond  volume  of  Remarks,  and  un- 
til I  know  my- crime,- 1  think  lam  not  holden  to 
anfwer,  but  were  I  to  conjecture,  I  muft  think* 
it  was  for  my  being  concern/d  in  purchafing  the 
native  right  of  the  Sufquehannah  lands,  contrary 
to  an  exprefs  law  of  this  colony,  being-,  led  int© 
that  error  whHe  young,  without  due  examinati- 
on' 


C.  32  ) 
on,  but  am  nowconvinc'd  it  was  an  error,  to  pur- 
chafe  thofe'aads,  which  if  we  have  any  ju&  claim 
to  them,  belongs  to  the  whole  community  equal- 
ly, and  therefore  would  be  very  injurious  to  in- 
volve the  government,  in  an  expenfive  contro- 
verfy,  to  fecurc  the  property  to  a  few  individuals, 
which  if  obtaiVd  would  ruin  the  colony  by  the 
emigration  of  its  inhabitants. 

Tke  nsxt  reafen  he  aJilgns  was  my  <s  taxing 
"  the -counters  appointed  to  count  and  fort  the 
"  votes  ©f  the  freemen  on  the  day  of  election, 
54  (who  were  under  a  fokmn  oath  faithfully  to 
Ci  difcharge  their  truftj  with  a  violation  of  their 
&c  faered  obligations,"  A  notable  charge  truly  ! 
fufHcient  if  true  to  have  expel'd  me  the  houie, 
and  no  doubt  1  mould  have  fufFered  that  fate, 
but  a  lucky  incident  interven'd  which  preven 
the  execution  of  it,  viz.  that  there  was  no  ti 
in  the  charge,  and  I  now  publickly  call  upon  the 
Remarkcr,  to  produce  one  fmgleevidenceof  cre- 
dit and  reputation,  who  ever  heard  rhe  bring  fuch 
a  charge  againft  rhe  honourable  committee,  fmg-' 
iy  ©r  Collectively  €onfidcred  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  life,  or  he  muft  expect  to  lye  un- 
der the  imputation  of  being  the  author  of  a  re- 
port which  I  e-fteem  highly  injurious. 

The  Remarker  next  fays,  H  but  if  it  is  with  a 
<:  rod  of  terror  (the  power  rf  negativing)  to  the 
"  evil  doer  to  fuch  as  give  an  unbounded  licence  ' 
"  to  that  unruly  member  the  tonnieio  traduce  & 
"  (lander,  to  ridicule  and  banter,  fubjects  faered 
u  and  divine,  to  rnifrcprefent  ana  infuU  thelegif- 
is  lative  body  of  the  government,  and  by  every 
**  fallacious  artifice,  dftdeavdsr  to  fpread  difcord. 
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4  and  contention,  difafFection,  ill-wili  and  diiTen- 
"  tioH  through  the  whole  ;  in  fine,  to   fuch    as 
*'  exereife  their  freedom  of  fpeech,  to  undermine 
"  and  deftroy  our  rn©ft  valuable  interefts,  and 
"  conftitutional  rights,  and  who  counteract  and 
ct  and  violate  thofe  laws  of  government  they  are 
41  bound   to  uphold  and   preferve,  may   it    (the 
u  rod)  be  exercifed  on  fuch."     The   Remafker 
doubtlefs  hereby  intends  to  point  me  out  ^pub- 
lic view  to  anfwer  this  character ;  by    which    he 
has  represented  me  as  the  mod  prophane,  athe- 
iftical,  falfe,  deceitful,  factious  and  fediticus  per- 
fon  in  the  whole  world,  and  for  no  other    reafon 
that  I  can  judge,  but  my  giving  the  freemen   no- 
tice of  the  motion  of  theSulquehannah  company 
for  a  grant  of  thofe  lands.     Had  the  Remarker 
(aid  much  lets,  'it  might  probably   have   injured 
nhy  character  more-,   but    fure  I    am,  he  would, 
have  done  lefs  difbonqr  to  himfelf.     It  is   a    bad 
:aufe   which  cannot  be  fupported  by  reafon  and 
argument;  but  it  was  neceflary,   no   doubt  he 
:hought,    .to     prejudice     the     minds      of   his 
•eaden,   leaft  the   reafon s  I  had  offered    ihauld 
:ake  place,  and  might  in  fome  meafure  exculpate 
:he  gentleman  who  undertook  to  become   a  li~ 
:Cnfer  of  the  prefs. 
He  fays,  fol.  10.    "  I  fhall  now  confider  the. 
Doctor's  narrative  on  the  fubject  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Sufquehannah   company  :  But   in 
this  part  of.  trie   Dr's  narrative,  I  am  obliged 
to  fay,  tho'  witR  much  relufiance,  he  has  grofs- 
ly   mifreprefented  facts,  &err'd  from  the  truthi 
whether  from  a   fee  defign  to  impofe   on  the 
Jfublic,  or  through  inadvertence  snd    inatten- 
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*  tion,  I  fhall  leave  the  reader,  to  judge,  but  if 
"  pe£ible%  I  would  hope  for  the  latter,  zwc\  fincere- 
*'  /jr  recommend  the  moft  candid  '  and  favourable 
fc;  conftru&ionon  his  account." 

lam    greatly    obliged  to    the  Remarker,  for. 
his'  great  candor  and  tenderaefs  for   me,  and  for 
his  thus  recommending  me  to  the  charity  of  his' 
readers,  after.. giving me  fuch  an \' emblazon* d  cha- 
racter as  eontarn'd  in  the  proceeding    paragraph, 
Altho'  I  never  once  imagined  theRemarker  tho'c 
IdeferVd  fo  ii>Iack  a  'character,  yet  f  did  not"  expert  * 
he  would  jo  foon  have  exprefs'd  fo   much  charity 
forme,  as fincerely  to  have  recommended    me   to 
the  candor  cf   his  readers':  bu:  as  great  wen  of-' 
ten  a&  inconfiftently,  they  think  they    have  a  li- 
ceafe  to  talk  and  write  in  like  manner. 

My  capital  error    he   fays,-    fol.    1 1,    was  my" 
faying,  "  the    memorial    of  the   Sufq.uehannari'^ 
"  company  lying  before  the  affembly  in  May  lait, 
was  for  a  deed  of  Leafe   and  Rekaft"     This,    he 
fays,  "  is \ ' notorioufly    and  materially  falfe  •"    yet 
notwithftahding  Jincerely  recommends  me  to  the 
candid    and  favourable  qonftrucYiqn  of  h  s  read- 
ers. His ^  credentials rjf  fear  will  have  but  little  weight' 
for  the  future,  if  he  can  fm-cerely  recommend  one* 
notorioufly  falfe.'     The  truth  is,  I  carefully   read 
the  firft  memorial,  which  I  found    pray'd  for  a 
deed  of  Leafe  and  Releafe :  the  ocher  I  only  hear'd 
once  at  the  board.     Upon  hearing   the  firft,  by 
the  diction,  I  fuppofed   the  latter,  was  an   ex  aft' 
tranfeript  of  the  former,  which  I   find  to  be    a' 
xniftake,  which  I  as  freely  own  as  that  I  wrote  it, 
and  believe,  if  theRemarker  had  not  ftirr'd  up. 
bis  readers  to  charity,   but  few   v/ouid  think  Jj 
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aim*d  to  impofe  upon  the  public  a  notorious'  un- 
truth, which  was  a  matter  of  record  and  public 
uoriority,  with  an  intent  to  deceive. 

As  I    am  now  upon  the  confefHonal  part  of  my 
observations,!  am  to  .mention  an  error   the  Re- 
marker  mentions  in  fbl.  03  of  my   letter,  where 
-I  fay,  "  the  frJUry  of  the    deputy    governor   is 
u  equal  to  the  lallery  the  governor-  had   at    the 
"  commencement  of  the   lad   war."     .But  the 
Kemarkcrfhould  have  remembered,  that  in   fol. 
32,  I  laid   thole  faliaries  had  been    doubled  up- 
on us  within  the  corn pafs  of  a  very  few  years,  if 
toy  memory  ierv'd  me,  dnct  the  commencement 
of  the  iafl  war.     T-Jer<%  as  J  wrote  only  from  me- 
mory, I  evidently  wrote  with  caut  ion  •,  and  from 
the  Remarkets  own  account  of  that    matter,  ic 
feems.the  governor's  fallery  has  been  doub!edupon 
us  in  much  fhortcr  time  thaa  at  the  time  of  writing 
I  did  imagine  .;  and  the  deputy  governor's  fallery 
has  been  doubled  two  or  three  years  more.diftant 
from  that  period,  than  my   memory  fug  gelled  to 
meat  that  time,  and  am  furry  that    my  memory 
had  not  ferved  me    eoually    with  regard   to  the 
exacT:  time  of  both. 

•I  think  I  have  now  done  with  any  further  duty 
of  confem*  >n,  but  mull  not  pafs  over  what  he 
fays,  fob  12,  relanve  ro  trie  vote  of  the  company 
reflecting  the  admilfion  ot  the  Pnxtcn  men,  the 
malcontents  of  Penrifylvania,  which  was  con- 
rain'd  in  one  reafon  aitigrTfi  in  the  proted  or  dif- 
-fent  (which  he  fays  no  one  knew  any  thing  of 
but  m/felf)  and  Which  was  defign'd  to  feave  been 
offered  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe 
,in  cafe  the  'memorial  had  been  pafs-'d,  Here  it 
^     E  t  mult 
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■aiu.'s  be  remembered,  by  the    mention  made  ir. 
that  proteft  of  the  Paxlop  men,   that  it  was    not 
meant  or  intended  that  the  Sufquehannah  compa- 
ny had  voted  in  exprefs  terms  to  admit  the  Pax-  " 
ton  men  by  no  meaBS.Altho'  I  was  told  at  Hart- 
ford by  a  gentleman  of  credit  and  repute,  one  of 
the  Sufquehannah  company,   that   the    company 
had  voted  to  acjmit  the  Paxion  men,  yet  I    never 
once  underftood  by  that,  it  was  fo  expreiVd    in 
any  vote  of  the  company.      And  here,  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  thole  matters,  I  can  fay,  when 
1  attended' a  meeting  of  the  Sufquehannah  com- 
pany1 at  'Windham,  next  after    the  proclamation 
iifued  by  order  of  the  general  anemblv,  to    pre- 
vent the   fettlcment  of'  thole  lands,  it  was  then 
publickJyYalk'd,  that  there  were  many  in  ' Ptnn- 
Jyfoania   disaffected    to    that   government,    that 
would  gladly  become  interefled  in  that  'purchaie,     \ 
and  if  my  memory   ferves  me    ^remember,    Ivir. 
Remarker,  I  fay  if  my  memory    feryec  me  ;  for 
1    don't  intend  to  confefs  any  error  for  mere  de- 
fect of  memory,  if  I  give  due  notice  I  allert  any 
thing  only  from  memory)  the  company  voted   to 
admit  more  members  with  a  view   to  make    prc- 
vifion  for  the  admiiTjon  of  thofe  inhabitants,   bu.t 
never  once  thought  they  would  be  Jo  unguarded 
as  to  exprefs  it  thus  in  any    vote  fyt  the  company 
on  record.     Thus  I  underftood'  that   gentleman 
at  Hartford,  and  thus  meant    to    be    undci  ilcoA 
niyfelf. 

■    The  Remarker  next  quotes    an    open    billet  I 

had  wrote  in    great  hafte  (unguardedly  exprefs'd 

1  own,  though  wrote  to  an  intimate  friend   and 

acquaintance)  accidentally  dropt  by  the  pod   ri- 
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0£i\    which  was  thought  by  a  gentleman  worthy 
of  public  notice,  and  was  accordingly  inferted  in 
the  public  news    papers  •,   which    the  Remarker, 
in  order  to  render    himfelf  pore  obnoxious  than 
the  firft  pubhlher  of  the  billet,  has  given   it   a 
fecond  edition  ;  and  not  content  with  the  origi- 
nal publication,  has  thought    proper  to   corrupt 
andaker    it  in  fuch  manner  as    neither   to  agree 
with  the  original,  or  the  firft  publication  in&ihe 
paper,  having  added  the  words,  ne  matter  if  poor 
Ihe  quotation  of  the   billet,    in  fol.    12,  feems 
to  be  with  a  view  to  prove  I  had  err'd  in  faying 
I  never  bad  heard  a  memorial  had  been  preferr'd 
to   the   general  atfembly,   by   the  Sufqutrharinah. 
company  in  January  laity  until  I  was  inform'd  of 
it  in  May,  during  the  Seffions  at  Hartford,  which 
will  be  difficult  for  him  to  do,  either  by  that  billet, 
or  -vim  I  pu'bhihed  in  the  papers  relative  to  that 
matter.     The  fecond  time,   fol.  16,  is  more  par- 
donate,  as  it  feem'd  to  "be    introduced   to    en- 
courage the  fettlement  of  the  Sufquebannab  landi 
a.ni    haiten  the  jjigbt    of  our   inhabitants,    leaft 
they  mould  be  obliged  to  eat  fome   poor  beef   \ 
was  abopt  to  procure  for  my  workmen  -,   where- 
as,  in  reality,  {  had  wrote  my    friend    the   week 
before  our  prox's  in  April  iafl,  for  a  barrel  of  the 
^/fbeefj   I  received  for    anhver  by    the    pofl,  a 
barrel   of  good  beef  was  not  to  be  had  in    Strat- 
ford.    I  return'd  an  open  billet  by  the  fame  pofl 
O.uppofng  he  thought  j  meant  a  barrel  of  tkk'd 
pieces)  to  procure  me  a  barrel  if  beef  if  poffible 
if  not  or  the  %?,  it  mud  anfwer,  as  it  was  for 
my  workmen.     But,  alas  1 1  could  get  no  barreled 
pyef !  not  avert  pepr  beef,  and  by  that. means  my 
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workmen  were  red ue'd   to  the  hard   necefiity  to 

take  up  with  the  common  and  crJinary  fare  of  my 
table  as  heretofore.  I  make  no  doubt  ..;he  Re- 
marker's  bowels  yearn  towards  them, 
hearing  of  their  hard  fate.  Between  writing  my 
letter  &n4  returning  the  billet,  which  has  been 
twice  published,  ,1  was  inform'd  by  a  gentleman 
at  'Middiet-own^  that  the  Suiquehannah  company 
were  about  to  petition  the  general  affembly  for 
a  grant  of  thole  lands,  which  he  hop'd  would  be 
jpegativ'd  {  but  never  hear'd  any  memorial  had 
•been  prcfcrtfA  to  the  affembly  in  January  !aft, 
until  I  hear'd  it  in  the  a fTe rob Ly  chamber  'ui  Hart- 
ford. 

I  never  mould  have  condefcended  to    have  ta- 
ken any  further  notice    of  this  ungentlrmanlike 
treatment,  had  not  the  hon.  Etiphakt  Dyer,  -been 
reputed  the  author  of  the  ^Remarks  ;  but  as  the 
Remarker  has  difcovered  great  imbeculity  in  vin- 
dicaung    r;he    right    this   colony     has     to  thofe 
lands,  great  part  of  the   remarks    being;  only  cx- 
f  Tacts    from     governor    Hutcrnnfon's    hiftory    of 
iMaffachu.fetts-Bay,  which   in  •fact  operate  agkioft 
'him,  or  {Lines    with  a  borrowed  luftre,    by    the 
Joan  of  a  manufcript  fnever  intended  and  in   fi»dt 
,oioth  not  ferve  his  purpofe)  although  I  am    glad 
he  has 'been  o-bligM  pu.blickly  toconfefsthe  great 
ability  of  the  author,  which    I  fear  upon  another 
oecafion  be  would  unwillingly  own,  and. has  dii- 
covered  f<>  little  knowledge  of  law,  and  -fome   of 
our  valuable,  effenlal  and    coniVituiional  rights, 
fecured  by  charter,  to  the  freemen  of  this.colony, 
that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  vindicate  ths  cha- 
racter of  thar  good  gentleman,  'and  to  evitice,  he 
•could  not  rje  ,tkz  author  of  thofe  ^Remarks*  &s  he 
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r.ever  could  have  defcended  (o  low>  a?  to  repubhfo 
that  billet,  much  ids  could  he  be  guilty  of  To 
baft  a  taulr,  as  to  add  any  words  to  corrupt  a&d 
alter,  the  catural  and  obvious  fenfe  and  meaning 
of  it,  with  an  intent  to  defame  and  flcmdsr,  which 
bears  (o  near  an  analogy  to  a  crime,  which  as  a 
judge  of  the  law,  he  is- by  office  obliged  to  in- 
M:cl:  upon  offenders  of  that  kind,  a  molt  ignomi- 
nious but  deferved  punifhrhsnt.; 

I  have  nowftmmed  what  I  at  Srd  propofed, 
and  have  only  to  add,  if  the  Remarker  thinks 
proper  to  reply,  if  the  rcafons  and  arguments  he 
advances  foiupport  our.juft  claim  to  the  Sufque- 
hannah  lands,  are  conclufive,  I  (ball  readily  ac- 
knowledge myfelf  convine'd— if  inftead  of  reafon 
I  am  put  of!  with  defamatory  reflections,  I  fhall 
treat  them  with  ne&lecl. 

i  never  (houid  have  given  myfelf  the  trouble 
to  comply  *ith  the  requeil  of  my  friend  J.  W. 
Efq-,  nor  the  Remarker  the  great  uneafineis  my 
letter  has  given  him,  had  there  been  any  printed 
Journal  of  the  houfe  for  the  information  ©f .  *.k© 
freemen  -,  but  as  I  had  credible  information  that 
lindue  influence's  were  us'd  to  procure  the  electi- 
on of  fuch  reprefentatives  in  various  parts  of  this 
colony,  as  would  favour  the  Sufquehannah  me- 
morial at  the  laft  general  aflembly,  the  obtain- 
ing of  which,  I  really  thought  would  involve  this 
Colony  *«n  an  unhappy  and" e'xpenfive  controversy 
if  not  prejudice  and  deftroy  our  charter  privi- 
leges, 1  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  the  freemen' 
the  inteligerrce  contained  in  fci«  letter,  but  thejr* 
were  prevented  feeing  it,  until  after  the  proxis, 
bv 'a  gentleman  threatninsr  the  Printer,  in  cafe 
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he  proceeded  to  print  the  fame,  which  fo  far  re 
tarded  the  publication,  that  but  few  ever  faw  if, 
until  after  the  proxi*,  in  rcfentment  for  that  pub- 
lication the  Remarker  has  done  every  thina  in 
his  power  to  injure  my  character,  as  am*n,a  gen- 
tleman or  a  chnltian,  but  he  may  have  great 
-caufe  of  thankfulnefs  if  he  has  not  mere  effectu- 
ally wounded  his  own. 

The  natural,  the  civil  and  conftitutional  rights 
of  my  country  I  have  ever  faithfully  endeavour- 
ed to  promote  and  they  (hall  be  the  future  ftudy 
of  my  life.     As  I  have  never  fought,  fo  I  do  not 
fear  the  loisof  any  place  of  public  trufl.  The  ho- 
nourof  reprefenting  the  town  in  which  Ihave  lived 
ft  many  years,  I  never  obtain'd  by  bribery  or  cor- 
ruption;by  threats,  or  flattery-  and  have  frequently 
manifefted  my  defire  to  be  released  from  that  fer- 
v'ice,  and  only  wifh  they  may  repofe  that  trull  in 
one  of  equal  zeal,  but  greater   abi'ities   to  ferve 
them.  But  whenever  they  repofe  that  trull  in  me 
I  thick  myfelf  bound  in  duty  and  gratitude  toac' 
quaint  thqm  and  the  public  with  thofe  tranfacli- 
dns,  which  I  conceive  will  fo  deeply  affect,  their 
intcrefyand  I  truft  I  fhallever  have  fortirude  to 
do  it,  while  the  printer  may  be  permuted  to  con- 
duct and  follow  the  proper   bufinefc  of  his  ca<l~ 
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